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Income Changes in Metro Atlanta:
Meandering Through The Research
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Per Capita Income in metro Atlanta has increased by 67 percent since,Mi@h ranks as the ¥7argest
increase among the 25 largest metro areas.

From 1970 to 2000, income growth in metro Atlanta outpaced national income growth each decade. The Gre:
Recession, however, dramatically changed that trajectdfiyile the average metro area saw a slight increase of
three percent in Per Capita Income between 2000 and 2010, metro Atlanta experienced a 12 percent decline.
Incomes in Atlanta have rebounded somewhat since 2010.

According to the latest data from the American Community Supnfeyre 100 census tracts with the highest
median household incomeall but four are located north of 420.

In 1970, the poorest 20 percent of
neighborhoods in the eightounty region had
roughly 17 percent of all family income in the
region.Currently, the poorest 20 percent of
neighborhoods have only six percent of all
income.

Many of the wealthiest neighborhoods in 1970
remain among the wealthiest todal Clayton
and south DeKalb, however, some of the _
neighborhoods that were among the wealthiest [ 77
in 1970 are among the poorest today.

regional impact + local relevance
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According to the latest American Community Survey, metro Atlanta has a median
household income of $55,733, ranking itMéut of the 25 largest metro areas in the @ o0 -
country. So metro Atlanta is essentially in the middle of the pack for income.
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Source: 2013 American Community Survey
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Across the state, counties in the
Atlanta region have thaighest
median household incomes
Forsyth and Fayette rank first and
second, respectively.
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Source: 2002013 American Community Survey
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Focusing on the Atlanta region, six of the 10 counties rank in the top 15 for median household incomr
the entire state.
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Source: 2002013 American Community Survey
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This mapshows
neighborhood median
household incomdevels,
where blues are the highest
household incomes and
reds are the lowest. As can
be seen, neighborhoods
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north of the City of Atlanta B
have among the highest ® by
incomes irthe region, SR NS
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Source: 2002013 American Community Survey, via Neighborhood Nexus
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In fact, of the top 100
neighborhoods by income in
the region, almost all of
them are located north of|
20, with just a couple
located in the southern
areas of the region (in
Fayette County near
Peachtree City).

As such, the map showise
unequal distribution of
income in the region.

regional impact + local relevance

Source: 2002013 American Community Survey, via Neighborhood Nexus
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Since 1970, per capita income (in 2013 dollars) has increased by 67 percent in metro Atlanta, rafhkin
among the largest 25 metro areas. So, again, metro Atlanta ranks in the middle of the pack for incon
increase over the past 4g0lus years.
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Source: Bureau of Economic Analysis
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Per Capita Income Change, 192013 ($2013)
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income and that of the average metro area in the U.S. is as wide as it has been since 1970. Since th
capita income, kids count against the bottom line. So, the more kids an area has typically means a Ic

per capita income, and metro Atlanta is one of the youngest places in the nation.
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Source: Bureau of Economic Analysis
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% Change in Per Capita Income, By Decade ($2013)
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Up until 2000, metro Atlanta outpaced the national income growth rate each decade. But while thing:
were tough all over in the 2000s, metro Atlanta experienced an almost 12 percent decline over the
decade, compared to a three percent increase for the average metro area. Per capita incomes have
recovered, somewhat, but a deep hole was dug for Atlanta in the 2000s. Remember, however, that w
analyzingper capita incomeMetro Atlanta is a very young place, and having a lot of kids drives down |
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Source: Bureau of Economic Analysis
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the Neighborhood
Change Database,
we can viewthe
income distribution
of the eightcounty
area in 1970. Like
today, some of the
wealthiest
neighborhoods in the region were
located in the northern parts of the
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Source: Neighborhood Change Datab#&»eglytic{analysis by ARC Research)
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wealthiest areas in
1970 are now some
of the poorest areas,
particularly Clayton
County and south
DeKalb. Click back
and forth a few
times to see how
dramaticallyincome
levels haveechanged
in these areas over
the past 40 years, or
SO.

Source: Neighborhood Change Datab#&»eglytic{analysis by ARC Research)
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