
Plan 2040 
Regional Resource Plan

The Purpose.  Pursuant to Rules of the Department of Community Affairs, Chapter 
110-12-4, Regionally Important Resources are defi ned as “any natural or cultural 
resource area identifi ed for protection by a Regional Commission following the 
minimum requirements established by the Department.”  The Regional Resource Plan 
is designed to

• Enhance the focus on protection and management of important natural and 
cultural resources in the Atlanta region.

• Provide for careful consideration of, and planning for, impacts of new 
development on these important resources.

• Improve local, regional, and state level coordination in the protection and 
management of identifi ed resources.  

The Process.  The public nomination process resulted in over 150 nominations 
from local governments, non-profi t agencies, and private citizens.  Many of these 
nominations included multiple resources, resulting in the consideration of hundreds 
of individual resources.  Beyond the nomination process, numerous opportunities 
were created for stakeholder input through plan briefi ngs and presentations.  After 
reviewing all nominations, researching the work of other local, state, and federal 
agencies, and considering input from regional stakeholders, three categories of 
resources were identifi ed. 

• Areas of Conservation and/or Recreational Value

• Historic and Cultural Resources

• Areas of Scenic and/ or Agricultural Value

Using DCA’s Rules for Regionally Important Resources, as well as six criteria 
approved by the ARC Board, resources were evaluated in regard to their Value 
and Vulnerability within the context of the Atlanta Region.  Consideration is also 
given to Guidance for Appropriate Development Practices and General Policies and 
Protection Measures to promote the stewardship of these resources.  To this end, 
ARC has identifi ed general Management Strategies to guide its involvement in 
the stewardship of these resources and support the work of local governments in 
developing their community green infrastructure network.  

The Plan.  Ultimately, the plan will be used to “…coordinate activities and planning 
of local governments, land trusts and conservation or environmental protection groups’ 
activities in the region, and state agencies toward protection and management of the 
identifi ed Regionally Important Resources.” In addition to the work that ARC has 
done with mapping the Region’s Greenspace Inventory and developing a Green 
Infrastructure Toolkit, the Regional Resources Plan furthers the work being done on 
the local, regional, state and federal levels to preserve environmental resources, 
historic sites, and unique cultural landscapes. With the articulated goal of fostering 
a continuous green infrastructure network, the Regional Resource Plan promotes 
balanced growth and sustainable development practices to enhance the quality of 
life in communities throughout the region. 



Areas of Conservation and/ or Recreational Value

• Water Supply Watersheds 
• Groundwater Recharge Areas 
• Wetlands 
• River Corridors 
• Mountain Protection 
• Regional Reservoirs 

o Lake Allatoona 
o Lake Lanier

• National Park Service Sites 
o Chattahoochee River National Recreation Area
o Kennesaw Mountain National Battlefi eld Park
o Arabia Mountain National Heritage Area
o Panola Mountain National Natural Landmark 

(also State Park) 
• State Parks and Other Recreation Areas 

o Panola Mountain State Park
o Sweetwater Creek State Park
o Stone Mountain
o Wildlife Management Areas: Allatoona, Pine 

Log and McGraw Ford
o Lake Allatoona USACE Property

• Regional Greenways and Multi-Use Trails
o Big Creek Greenway
o Jester Creek Greenway
o Lionel Hampton Greenway Trail
o Suwanee Creek Greenway
o Ivy Creek Greenway
o Camp Creek Greenway
o Western Gwinnett Greenway
o Silver Comet Trail
o Atlanta Beltline
o Stone Mountain Trail/ Freedom Park
o Arabia Mountain Trail

Areas of Agricultural or Scenic Value 

• North Fulton County
o Milton

• South Fulton County
o Chattahoochee Hill County
o South Fulton Scenic Byway

• Gwinnett County
o Chattahoochee River Character Area
o Rural Estate Character Area

• Cobb County
• North Cherokee County

o Rural Places Character Area
o Etowah River Corridor

• West Douglas County
o Dog River Watershed/ Reservoir

• South Fayette County/ Clayton County Panhandle
o Flint River Basin 

Historic and Cultural Resources

• National Historic Landmarks 
o MLK National Historic Site and District
o Sweet Auburn Historic District
o Herndon Mansion
o Wren’s Nest – the Joel Chandler Harris House
o Fox Theatre
o Dixie Coca Cola Bottling Plant

• National Historic Districts (80 total)
• Olympic Legacy/ Centennial Olympic Park
• Georgia Centennial Farms 

o AW Roberts Farm
o Lake Laura Gardens 
o Moss Clark Farm
o Fieldstone Farm
o Rolling Acres Farm
o Gresham Galt Farm
o Mabry Farm
o Alfarminda Farm

• Civil War Battlefi elds and Sites 
o Atlanta Campaign
o Ezra Church/ Battle of the Poor House
o Jonesborough
o Kennesaw Mountain 
o Lovejoy’s Station
o Marietta
o Peachtree Creek
o Utoy Creek
o Nash Farm Battlefi eld Park
o Shoupades/ Johnston River Line

• Soapstone Ridge, Fort Daniel, Oakland Cemetery and 
Other Archaeological Resources 

For More information
www.atlantaregional.com/environment/protection-of-greenspace-and-cultural-resources


