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The Atlanta Region

The Atlanta Regional Commission ("ARC") created in 1971 by local governments of the Atlanta Region, includes Cherokee, Clayton, Cobb,
DeKalb, Douglas, Fayette, Fulton, Gwinnett, Henry and Rockdale counties and 67 municipalities including the City of Atlanta.  ARC is the 
regional planning and intergovernmental coordination agency for the Region.  It is also the forum where the Region's leaders come together
to solve mutual problems and decide issues of regionwide consequence.  ARC is supported by local, state and federal funds.  Board 
membership on the ARC is held by 23 local elected officials, 15 private citizens and one non-voting member appointed by the Board of the 
Georgia Department of Community Affairs.
The Atlanta Regional Commission is committed to the principle of affirmative action and shall not discriminate against otherwise qualified
persons on the basis of race, color, religion, national origin, sex, age, physical or mental handicap, or disability in its recruitment,
employment, facility and program accessibility or service.













Current Atlanta Regional Commission Committee Structure

Executive Committee

Communications &  
Public Involvement 

Committee

Julie K. Arnold, Chair

Transportation &  
Air Quality Committee

Tom Worthan, Chair

Ethics Committee

Burrell Ellis, Chair

Atlanta Regional 
Workforce Board

Randy Hayes, Co-Chair
Kerry Armstrong, 

Co-Chair

Atlanta Regional 
Commission Board

Tad Leithead, Chair

Policy Committee

David Sjoquist, Chair

Budget & Audit  
Review Committee

Mike Bodker, Chair

Aging Services 
Committee

Ken Steele, Chair

Environment &  
Land Use Committee

Buzz Ahrens, Chair

Regional Transit 
Committee

Kasim Reed, Chair 
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The Atlanta Regional Commission is one of 16 Regional Development Centers (RDCs), as currently 
established by the Board of the Department of Community Affairs according to OCGA 50-8-30, in 
order “to develop, promote and assist in establishing coordinated and comprehensive planning, to 
assist local governments, and promote the essential public interests of the state and its citizens.”  
RDCs are multi-county planning and development agencies serving municipal and county 
governments, providing professional technical assistance to state and federal agencies as well as 
to local governments in advancing quality growth and development.  Georgia’s RDCs are involved 
in such activities as comprehensive planning, land use development, historic preservation, aging 
services, revolving loan funds, business retention and development, affordable housing, global 
economics, tourism, defense conversion, workforce development, coordinated transportation, 
telecommunications and technology, geographic information systems and disaster mitigation planning.
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This map represents the boundary of The Metropolitan North Georgia Water Planning District, which 
provides water resource plans, policies and coordination for metropolitan Atlanta. The District has 
developed regional plans for stormwater management, wastewater treatment and water supply and 
water conservation.  The 16-county Water Planning District includes the 10 counties in the RDC 
plus six additional counties (Bartow, Coweta, Forsyth, Hall, Paulding & Walton).  For more information 
please consult www.northgeorgiawater.org.  

This map represents each of the air quality non-attainment area (NA) boundaries that affect the 
Atlanta metro area. The 13-county non-attainment area for the one-hour ozone standard, in place 
for the last 15 years, was revoked in 2005.  A revised, more stringent eight-hour ozone standard 
is now in place, resulting in an expansion of the Atlanta non-attainment area to include 20 counties. 
In addition, a new fine particulate matter standard (PM2.5) is now in place. The non-attainment 
area under this standard includes the 20-county, eight-hour ozone nonattainment area, plus a 
small portion of Heard and Putnam counties.

The Metropolitan Atlanta region has grown into a complex combination of counties, 
municipalities and jurisdictional boundaries.  This map series reflects the various 
planning areas of the Atlanta Regional Commission (ARC) and seeks to promote a 
greater understanding of our rapidly expanding region.  Please refer to the user notes 
accompanying each map for explanation of map content and clarification of acronyms 
and definitions.  

This map represents ARC's Workforce Development Area (WFD), Regional Development Center (RDC), Area Agency on Aging (AAA) and Metropolitan Planning Organization (MPO) boundaries which are defined as follows:
The Workforce Development Area (WFD) is a seven-county area created by agreement of county chief-elected officials, administered by the Atlanta Regional Commission and funded for training and employment activities under the federal Workforce Investment Act 
(WIA).  For more information on ARC’s Workforce Development programs and services please consult www.atlantaregional.com/workforce/workforce.html.
The Regional Development Center (RDC) is a 10-county area designated by State law to be the area-wide planning agency for all federal and state programs which require or encourage area wide planning.  Programs and services provided by ARC to the region 
include comprehensive planning (transportation, environmental and land use planning), research and information processing, review of local development, community services (workforce development, social services to the elderly, services to local governments), 
leadership development and community outreach.  For more information on ARC’s programs and services please consult www.atlantaregional.com.
The Area Agency on Aging (AAA) is a 10-county area funded by the Department of Human Resources and designated by the Older Americans Act to plan for the needs of the rapidly expanding group of older citizens in the Atlanta region.  It is part of a statewide 
network of 12 AAAs and a national network of more than 670 AAAs.  For more information on aging services please consult www.agewiseconnection.com. 
The Metropolitan Planning Organization (MPO) is an 18-county area federally-designated for regional transportation planning to meet air quality standards and for programming projects to implement the adopted Regional Transportation Plan (RTP).  The MPO planning
area boundary includes the 10-county RDC and eight additional counties (Coweta, Forsyth, Paulding and parts of Barrow, Bartow, Newton, Spalding and Walton).  This boundary takes into consideration both the current urbanized area as well as areas forecast to become 
urbanized through the year 2030.

This map represents the expanded Atlanta Metropolitan Statistical Area (MSA) from its previous 
20-county area to a 28-county “Atlanta-Sandy Springs-Marietta” MSA. The larger 33-county 
“Atlanta-Sandy Springs-Gainesville, GA-AL” Combined Statistical Area (CSA) includes the 28 
counties of the MSA, along with the Gainesville (GA) MSA and the micropolitan statistical areas 
of Cedartown, LaGrange and Thomaston (GA) plus Valley (AL).  The U.S. Office of Management 
and Budget (OMB) defines CSAs, MSAs and the smaller micropolitan statistical areas nationwide 
according to published standards applied to U.S. Census Bureau data.  These various statistical 
areas describe substantial core areas of population together with adjacent communities having a 
high degree of economic and social integration, often illustrated in high rates of commuting from 
the adjacent areas to job locations in the core.  For more information, please consult 
http://www.census.gov/population/www/estimates/metrodef.html.

Atlanta Regional Commission
40 Courtland St. NE
Atlanta, Georgia 30303
404-463-3100
www.atlantaregional.com
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Government Affairs
Legal Counsel
Legislative Liaison
Community Outreach 

Office of the Director

Charles “Chick” Krautler
404-463-3110, ckrautler@atlantaregional.com

Catherine Brulet, Government Affairs Manager
404-463-3112, cbrulet@atlantaregional.com

Robin Rutherford, Executive Assistant / ARC Board Secretary
404-463-3111, rrutherford@atlantaregional.com   

Kathryn Lawler, External Affairs Manager
404-463-3296, klawler@atlantaregional.com

Communications Services
Broadcast Services
Graphic Services
Information Center
Marketing
Media Relations
Website Management

Communications 

Julie Ralston, Department Director
404-463-3190, jralston@atlantaregional.com

ARC Review Processes
Data Research
Environmental Planning (The Environmental Planning Division 

provides staff support to the Metropolitan North Georgia Water 
Planning District)

GIS (Geographic Information Systems)
Land Use Planning
Transportation Planning
Transportation Demand Management (TDM)

Comprehensive Planning

Jane Hayse, Transportation Planning
404-463-3265, jhayse@atlantaregional.com

Mike Alexander, Data Research/GIS
404-463-3315, malexander@atlantaregional.com

Allison Richards, Transportation Demand Management
404-463-3290, arichards@atlantaregional.com

Dan Reuter, Land Use Planning
404-463-3305, dreuter@atlantaregional.com

Pat Stevens, Environmental Planning
404-463-3255, pstevens@atlantaregional.com

1-2011

Aging Services
Georgia Region 3 Advisory Council
Governmental Services
LINK Program(Leadership, Involvement, Networking, Knowledge)
RLI (Regional Leadership Foundation)
Workforce Development (The Workforce Development Division  

provides staff support to the Atlanta RegionalWorkforce Board)

Community Services

Mary Margaret Garrett, Workforce Development
404-463-3325, mmgarrett@atlantaregional.com

Kellie Brownlow, Governmental Services
404-463-3212, kbrownlow@atlantaregional.com

Cathie Berger, Aging Services
404-463-3235, cberger@atlantaregional.com

Atlanta Regional Commission Staff Organizational Structure

Accounting
Budget
Contracts & Grants Administration
Facilities Management
Human Resources
Information Technology
Purchasing
(The Department provides staff support to the  

Area 7 All Hazards Council.)
(The department provides general administrative support to the 

Metro Atlanta Urban Area Security Initiative.)

Support Services

Emerson Bryan, Department Director
404-463-3120,ebryan@atlantaregional.com

Mara Cooke, Human Resource Manager
404-463-3113, mcooke@atlantaregional.com

Diane Pelletier, Financial Services
404-463-3160, dpelletier@atlantaregional.com

Ray Randolph, ITS Manager (Information Technology Services)
404-463-3135, rrandolph@atlantaregional.com





























































































































































































































































































































































40 COURTLAND STREET, NE
ATLANTA, GEORGIA 30303

ATLANTAREGIONAL.COM 




