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Previous Adaptation Planning

VISION 2040 Policies and Goals (2008):  

Agencies at all levels of government should seek ways 
to both mitigate and adapt to climate change.

 Jurisdictions and agencies should work to include an 
analysis of climate change impacts when conducting 
the environmental review process

 Anticipate and address the impacts of climate change 
on regional water sources



Previous Adaptation Planning

Transportation 2040 (2010):

 Recognition of this emerging area of study

 White paper on adaptation to climate change 
for transportation planning in the Puget Sound 
region

 Identification of potential impacts

 Sea level rise mapping

 Review of economic impacts and disruption 
to the transportation system

 Introduction to planning efforts around the 
region

 Potential future strategies



Current Adaptation / Resilience Planning

Regional Collaborative

Opportunity in 2014 to attend the Institute for Sustainable Communities
Leadership Academy: Think Resiliently, Act Regionally

 Formation of a new regional collaborative on climate preparedness

Current work = 

 Expansion of membership

 Work program development

 Webinar series

 Transportation 2040 update as a launch point



Current Adaptation / Resilience Planning

National Academies of Sciences, Engineering and Medicine

Seattle selected as a pilot community under the Resilient America 
Program

 Engaging decision makers and citizens to better understand risk and 
build resilience

 Our pilot = focus on equity and transportation 

 Coordinating with the regional collaborative

 Building Resilience in the Puget Sound Region 
Workshop

 Transportation 2040 Update framework

http://www.nap.edu/catalog/13457/disaster-resilience-a-national-imperative
http://www.nap.edu/catalog/13457/disaster-resilience-a-national-imperative


Current Adaptation / Resilience Planning

Transportation 2040 Update (2018)

Expansion of previous white paper

 Update on expected impacts

 Current activities around the region

 Tie in to economic resiliency

 Intersection of transportation to broader system – land 
use, economy, health, etc. – through lens of climate 
impacts and preparedness

 NAS – expanded outreach and best practices around 
country

 Queue up regional collaborative 

 Sharing of resources, information, leveraging 
opportunities



Challenges

 Why should they care?

 “new” topic

 competing needs and limited resources

 How do we inform and influence action?

 Describing costs of inaction

 What is the MPO role?



PSRC Board Input

Transportation 2040 Update (2018)

Climate change breakout sessions

Key Board feedback:

 Recognition of impacts – i.e. increased flooding, 
landslides, sea level rise

 Collaborate regionally, PSRC should lead

 Include an equity lens – communities hit “first and 
worst”

 Provide education, assistance to smaller jurisdictions



Next Steps

Update adoption 2018Transportation 2040

Regional Collaborative

VISION 2040

Ongoing, forward movement towards 
an official compact / agreement 
regionwide

Update adoption 2020
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