Attention
Rockdale County
Residents

You or someone you know may
qualify to receive assistance with:
o Utility Costs
e Property Taxes
» Medicare

An Outreach Initiative Sponsored by:

Vi Re

Atlanta Regional Commission, Area Agency on Aging

www.agewiseconnection.com
November 2011- March 2012

Information contained in this document is subject to change.

Please call numbers listed for updated information.
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A Tax Break for Rockdale County Homeowners

Homestead Exemptions are value exemptions that are subtracted from your personal residence’s assessed value. The
exemption lowers your property tax bill. To qualify for a homestead exemption, you must own and occupy your personal
residence as of January 1 and be a U. S. Citizen or legal alien. By state law, your homestead becomes your legal residence
for all purposes in the State of Georgia. You may qualify for only one homestead exemption in the state. Your homestead
determines where you register your vehicles and vote. You must apply for the exemption in person at the Board of
Assessor’s office before April 1st of the current year. Otherwise, you may apply for the subsequent year. You only
need to apply once for the exemption. However, if your situation changes and you qualify for a different exemption, you
will need to come back and apply for the new exemption. In Rockdale County, there are a combination of state and local
exemptions. Each has a different set of qualifying requirements.

First is the regular homestead. This homestead gives a $2,000 exemption off the state assessment; a $15,000 exemption
off the county operations assessment; and $15,000 off your school operations assessment.

If you are between the ages of 62 and 65 years old and your total household NET income from all sources is less than $10,000,
you may also receive a $10,000 exemption off the school bond assessment. Or, if you are 65 years old and the total NET
income of you and your spouse is less than $10,000, you may qualify for a 100% exemption off your state assessment and
a $4,000 exemption off your county bond assessment. Social Security benefits and certain retirement benefits up to a
maximum of $55,742 are excluded from the NET income total. All age-based exemptions are determined by the age your
are on January 1.

If you are a disabled veteran or an unremarried surviving spouse of a veteran killed in action and meet certain requirements
found in the law, you may qualify for a $50,000 exemption that is deducted from the state, county operations and bonds,
as well as from school operations and bond assessments.

There is a final set of homestead exemptions called the Floating or Variable Homestead Exemptions which are similar to
those mentioned above in which you must be 62 years old or older to qualify. However, in addition to meeting all of those
age and income requirements, your Adjusted Gross Income cannot exceed $30,000. If you meet all of these requirements,
you may give up your state and county exemptions and change them to a variable exemption. Your new exemption will
become the difference between your existing home value and any subsequent revaluations. Value increases due to home
improvements or additions do not qualify for the exemption, only value increases due to general price increases in the
housing market qualify. Since, however, this exemption replaces any other state or county exemption already in place for
the property, taxpayers should be very careful in making application for this exemption since in many cases your tax bill
will actually increase until there has been a substantial rise in your home’s value.

In addition to the above mentioned homestead exemptions, Rockdale County has a Home Owner Sales Tax Exemption that
effectively reduces the County operations portion of your bill to $0. This exemption applies to your primary residence and
a maximum of 5 acres. This exemption is commonly referred to as the “HOST EXEMPTION”. Effective January 1, 2007,
the State portion of your tax bill for those 65 and older increased to a 100% exemption for your primary residence and a
maximum of 10 acres and unremarried surviving spouses of disabled veterans or veterans, firefighters and peace officers
who died in the line of duty all have new exemptions that reduce or eliminate their property taxes.

Tax Commissioners Office Location: 969 Pine Street + Conyers, Georgia 30012 « 770-278-7600
Mailing Address: Post Office Box 1497 « Conyers, Georgia 30012

Other local tax exemptions may be offered by your local city.
Contact your local city government for more information.



