Attention
Cobb County Residents

You or someone you know may
qualify to receive assistance with:
o Utility Costs
e Property Taxes
* Medicare

An Outreach Initiative Sponsored by:

Vi Re

Atlanta Regional Commission, Area Agency on Aging

www.agewiseconnection.com
November 2011- March 2012

Information contained in this document is subject to change.

Please call numbers listed for updated information.
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A Tax Break for Cobb County Homeowners

Homestead Exemption is a tax savings on homestead property available to eligible homeowners’. In Cobb County, the Tax
Commissioner’s office processes all Homestead Exemption applications. Homeowners must own, occupy and claim the
property as their legal residence on January 1 to be eligible for any Homestead Exemption for that tax year. Homeowners
must apply for each exemption for which they are eligible. The applicant’s name must appear on the deed to this property
in order to qualify. Rental property does not qualify.

Legal evidence of residency and U. S. citizenship such as a copy of a Georgia Driver’s License or Georgia ID Card, etc. must
be provided. A non-citizen must provide legal authorization from the United States Immigration and Naturalization
Service, such as Alien or 194 number.

A current registration or receipt of motor vehicle taxes paid in Cobb County must be provided for all personal vehicles owned
at the time of application. The applicant may claim exemptions on only one property. A husband and wife constitute one
“applicant” and may claim only one exemption. Exemptions are automatically renewed and the applicant need not reapply
if the home has been refinanced. The Tax Commissioner’s office must be notified in the event the applicant no longer
qualifies for an exemption. Homeowners will be billed for any unqualified exemption received.

Exemption applications are accepted year round, however the original application (faxed copy not accepted) must be received
or U. S. postmarked (a metered postmark is not accepted as proof of timely mailing) by April 1, 2011 to affect the 2011
taxes. Applications not received by the deadline (constitute a waiver of the exemption for that year and) will be processed
for the following year.

Tax bills are mailed by August 15 and must be paid or U. S. postmarked (a metered postmark is not accepted as proof of

timely mailing) by October 15 to avoid late fees. Detailed information and forms are available on our web site at
www.cobbtax.org.

Exemption Types

BASIC HOMESTEAD - tax savings of up to $266.70, depending on your tax district and other exemptions.

SCHOOL TAX - exempt from all County school taxes; must be 62 or older on Jan. 1; proof of age required.
DISABILITY ($12,000 income limitation) - must be totally and permanently disabled on Jan. 1; doctor’s certification required.

STATE VETERAN’S DISABILITY - for disabled veterans as defined in OCGA 48-5-48; extends to un-remarried spouse
or minor occupying homestead.

SURVIVING SPOUSE - for un-remarried surviving spouse of a member of U.S. Armed Forces who was killed or died as
a result of war or armed conflict.

STATE OVER 65 ($10,000 income limitation) - $4,000 exemption in State tax category; must be 65 or older on Jan. 1;
proof of age required.

STATE OVER 65 (No income requirement) - exempt from all State ad valorem taxes up to 10 contiguous acres immediately
surrounding the residence; must be 65 or older on Jan. 1; proof of age required.

SURVIVING SPOUSE OF A PEACE OFFICER OR FIREFIGHTER KILLED IN THE LINE OF DUTY - Exemption from
full value of homestead for un-remarried surviving spouse of a peace officer or firefighter killed in the line of duty; supporting
documentation required.

Other local tax exemptions may be offered by your local city.
Contact your local city government for more information.



