
Attention 
Cherokee County 

Residents

You or someone you know may 
qualify to receive assistance with: 

• Utility Costs
• Property Taxes

• Medicare

An Outreach Initiative Sponsored by:

Atlanta Regional Commission, Area Agency on Aging

www.agewiseconnection.com
November 2011- March 2012

Information contained in this document is subject to change.

Please call numbers listed for updated information.
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A Tax Break for Cherokee County Homeowners
 Homestead exemptions are filed with the Tax Assessors office in Canton.

Real Property Exemptions - may apply at anytime prior to April 1st of effective year

Requirements for all exemptions	 •	 The	applicant	must	own	and	reside	on	the	property	on	or	before	January	1st	
of	the	year	the	exemption	is	effective

	 •	 Any	age,	income,	and/or	disability	requirements	must	be	verified
	 •	 Deadline	-	March	1st	of	effective	tax	year

Homestead Exemption - ES 1	 •	 Must	own	and	reside	on	the	property	on	or	before	January	1st	of	the	
effective	tax	year

	 •	 If	qualified,	you	will	receive	an	assessment	reduction	of	$2,000.00	off	the	assessed	
value	of	state	and	school	and	$5,000	off	the	assessed	value	for	county.

Elderly School Exemption - 	 •	 Must	have	homestead	exemption
EL3 ES3 - over 62 / EL4 • must	be	62	years	of	age	or	older	on	or	before	January	1st	of	the	effective	tax	year
ES4 - over 65 • If	qualified,	you	will	be	exempt	from	school	taxes	only	up	to	$358,475	fair	

market	value;	$143,390	of	assessed	value
	 • Exemption	will	come	only	on	one	(1)	dwelling	on	said	property

Disability School Tax • Must	have	homestead	exemption	
Exemption - EL6 ES1 •	 Must	be	certified	by	a	medical	doctor	as	being	100%	disabled	on	or	before	

January	1st	of	the	effective	tax	year
	 • If	qualified,	you	will	be	exempt	from	school	taxes	only	up	to	$358,475	fair	

market	value;	$143,390	of	assessed	value

Disabled Veteran’s	 • Must	be	certified	by	the	Veteran	Administration	and/or	a	medical	doctor	as
Exemption ES5   having	a	100%	service	connected	disability	on	or	before	January	1st	of	the
Disabled Veteran Unmarried   effective	tax	year
Widow Exemption ESS	 • If	qualified,	you	will	be	exempt	$50,000.00	off	the	assessed	value--applies	to	

both	county	and	school	M&O.	NOTE:	if	certified	by	the	VA	and/or	a	medical	
doctor,	proof	of	an	honorable	discharge	must	be	submitted

	 • If	receiving	a	check	from	the	VA,	talk	with	their	office	for	a	letter	of	recommendation
	 • Widow	must	not	be	re-married.

Increase Exemption	 • May	not	have	regular	or	double	homestead	exemption
	 •	 Must	be	62	years	of	age	or	older	on	or	before	January	1st	of	the	effective	tax	year
	 •	 Total	household	income	from	all	sources	for	the	previous	tax	year	cannot	

have	exceeded	$30,000.00
	 •	 Exemption	only	applies	to	assessment	increases	on	residence	and	up	to	5	

acres	that	the	residence	stands	upon
	 •	 Does	not	include	any	county	bond,	school	and	municipal	taxation

City of Canton Homestead Exemption: 770-704-1500
The	City	of	Canton	offers	a	homestead	exemption	 for	 seniors	 age	62	or	older	who	own	and	 reside	 in	 the	home	where	
taxes	are	assessed.	To	qualify	for	the	senior	exemption	the	owner	must	have	reached	age	62	by	December	31st	in	the	year	
that	they	apply	and	must	apply	for	the	exemption	on	or	before	March	1st	in	the	year	of	the	tax	levy.	The	application	for	
the	senior	homestead	exemption	is	available	in	the	tax	department	at	city	hall.		The	exemption	is	$112,000	toward	the	
assessed	value	of	the	home.		Seniors	who	own	homes	that	are	assessed	at	a	value	greater	than	$112,000	($280,000	Fair	
Market	Value)	will	be	responsible	for	property	taxes	on	that	portion	in	excess	of	$112,000.

For Additional Information contact:
Cherokee	County	Tax	Assessor	Office		•		2782	Marietta	Highway	Suite	200		•		Canton,	GA		30114 

678.493.6120		•		M-F	8:00	a.m.	–	5:00	p.m.

Other local tax exemptions may be offered by your local city. 
Contact your local city government for more information.


