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DATE:        September 25, 2025  

 
TO: Mayor Mario Avery, City of Fairburn 
ATTN TO: Denise Brookins, Planning and Zoning Director, City of Fairburn 
RE: Development of Regional Impact Review  
FROM:   Mike Alexander, COO, Atlanta Regional Commission 
 
ARC has completed a preliminary regional review of the following DRI. ARC reviewed the DRI’s relationship to 
regional plans, goals and policies as well as impacts the project may have on the activities, plans, goals and 
policies of other local jurisdictions and state, federal and other agencies. This Preliminary Report does not 
address whether the DRI is or is not in the best interest of the local government.  A Final Report will be issued 
pending the receipt of stakeholders comments and ARC’s completion of its review of the project.  

Name of Proposal: T5 ATL IV DRI 4465 
Submitting Local Government: City of Fairburn  
Date Opened: September 25, 2025 Comments Due: October 10, 2025    Date to Close: October 10, 2025 
 
Project Description: A DRI review of a proposal to construct six data center buildings totaling 2,184,000 square 
feet of space along with associated infrastructure, access, parking, utilities, and stormwater management and a 
new power substation on a 119-acre mostly wooded site off of Gullatt Road primarily in the city of Fairburn with a 
smaller portion of the property in the City of Palmetto in Fulton County. 
     
Preliminary Comments:  
 
Key Comments  
 
The project is not aligned with the applicable Developing Suburbs policy recommendations which state “There is 
a need in these areas for additional preservation of critical environmental locations and resources, as well as 
agricultural and forest uses.”  
 
The project could be somewhat better aligned with Developing Suburbs policies through the retention of 
additional natural wooded area of the site and the allocation of some of the local tax revenue generated toward 
natural area conservation and acquisition elsewhere in the two cities. 
 
The project will require clearing of much of the forested portion of the site which will exacerbate local and 
regional heat island and stormwater impacts.  It is recommended that the number of trees removed be replaced 
by trees planted elsewhere on the site or in the cities of Fairburn and Palmetto. 
 
The project will generate a total of 2,162 daily new vehicular trips and associated improvements to mitigate the 
impact of these trips are proposed. 
 
General Comments 
 
The Atlanta Region’s Plan, developed by ARC in close coordination with partner local governments, is intended 
to broadly guide regional development in the 11-county metro region to ensure that required infrastructure and 
resources are in place to support continued economic development and prosperity.  The Plan assigns a relevant 
growth management category designation with accompanying policy recommendations to all areas in the region.  
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This DRI site is designated Developing Suburbs; associated policy recommendations are provided at the end of 
these comments.  
 
Transportation and Mobility Comments  
 
ARC Transportation and Mobility comments will be provided in the Final Report. The project will generate a total 
of 2,162 daily new vehicular trips.   
 
The constructed development should providesan interconnected, functional, clearly marked and comfortable 
pedestrian experience on all driveways, paths, entrances, and parking areas.  To the maximum extent possible, 
new driveways and intersection corners where pedestrians will cross should be constructed with minimal curb 
radii to reduce speeds of turning vehicles and decrease crossing distances for pedestrians. 
 
ARC Natural Resources Comments 
 
ARC’s Natural Resources Group comments will be provided in the Final Report. 
 
Other Environmental Comments 
 
The project will require clearing of much of the forested portion of the site which will exacerbate local and 
regional heat island and stormwater impacts.  It is recommended that the number of trees removed be replaced 
by trees planted elsewhere on the site or in the cities of Fairburn and Palmetto. 
 
The Atlanta Region's Plan strongly encourages the use of green infrastructure and/or low-impact design, e.g., 
pervious pavers, rain gardens, vegetated swales, etc., in parking areas and site driveways, and as part of any 
improvements to site frontages.   
 
Atlanta Region’s Plan Growth Policy Considerations: Developing Suburbs  
 
The Atlanta Region’s Plan identifies Developing Suburbs as areas in the region where suburban development 
has occurred, and the conventional development pattern is present but not set. These areas are characterized by 
residential development with pockets of commercial and industrial development. These areas represent the 
extent of the urban service area. There is a need in these areas for additional preservation of critical 
environmental locations and resources, as well as agricultural and forest uses. Limited existing infrastructure in 
these areas will constrain the amount of additional growth that is possible. Transportation improvements are 
needed within these Developing Suburbs, but care should be taken not to spur unwanted growth.   
 
The project is not aligned with Developing Suburbs policy recommendations which state “There is a need in 
these areas for additional preservation of critical environmental locations and resources, as well as agricultural 
and forest uses.” It could be somehwat better aligned with these policies through the retention of more of the 
existing forested portion of the site, and the allocation of some of the substantial annual tax revenue to support 
conservation land acquisition and tree planting elsewhere in the two cities.  City of Fairburn and City of Palmetto 
leadership and staff, along with the applicant team, should collaborate closely to ensure optimal sensitivity to the 
needs of nearby local governments, neighborhoods, and natural systems. 
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The Following Local Governments And Agencies Received Notice Of This Review: 
Atlanta Regional Commission Georgia Department of Natural Resource Georgia Dept of Community Affairs          
Georgia Department of Transportation Georgia Regional Transportation Authority Georgia Soil and Water Conservation 
Commission  
Georgia Environmental Finance Authority Georgia Conservancy MARTA  
City of Palmetto Fulton County City of South Fulton 
Coweta County Fayette County   

For questions, please contact Donald Shockey at (470) 378-1531 or dshockey@atlantaregional.org. 

This Report will be published to the ARC review website located at http://atlantaregional.org/plan-reviews.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

mailto:dshockey@atlantaregional.org
http://atlantaregional.org/plan-reviews
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