










 
United States Department of the Interior 

 

National Park Service 
Chattahoochee River 

National Recreation Area 
1978 Island Ford Parkway 
Sandy Springs, GA 30350 

IN REPLY REFER TO: 

                                                                 

1.A.2 
 

April 16, 2025 
  
Donald Shockey 
Atlanta Regional Commission  
229 Peachtree Street NE Suite 100 
Atlanta, Georgia 30303 
 
Dear Mr. Shockey: 
  
This letter is a confirmation of receipt of the MRPA Review Notification, RC-25-01SS for to 
construct a new riverfront public park that will include Chattahoochee River observation access, 
a playground, green infrastructure, nature trails, a parking area, and restrooms.  The Atlanta 
Regional Commission estimates approximately 1.64 acres of impervious surface will be added 
inside the Chattahoochee Corridor.  
 
Congress established the Chattahoochee River National Recreation Area (CRNRA), a unit of the 
National Park Service (NPS), in 1978 to assure the preservation and protection of a 48-mile 
stretch of the Chattahoochee River from Buford Dam to Peachtree Creek.  CRNRA consists of 
the river and its bed along with the lands, waters, and interests within the park’s authorized 
boundary.  Congress expressly provided the Secretary of the Interior, acting through the National 
Park Service (NPS) and CRNRA, with the authority to protect the “natural, scenic, recreation, 
historic and other values” of the Chattahoochee River.  
 
Overall, this project aligns with the CRNRA’s mission, we appreciate the inclusion of a native 
pollinator meadow, stormwater bioretention, and a pervious parking area. NPS offers the 
following comments and recommendations: 
 
Construction Equipment: Introduction of Non-Native Species  
It is known that construction equipment and vehicles easily transport non-native species in mud 
and debris on unclean equipment. This project is located across the river from the Jones Bridge 
Unit of CRNRA.  
 
Recommendation: Due to the project’s proximity to the park, we request that all equipment be 
washed and cleaned of debris to prevent transport of unwanted seeds and spores. The NPS also 
encourages the project applicant to use native grass seed or native vegetation for stabilizing the 
project area following construction since non-native species are easily transported downstream 
and can start new colonies. 
 



Erosion and Sedimentation  
To protect water quality during construction, Best Management Practices (BMPs) should be 
designed and implemented to comply with the standards and specifications outlined in the 
Manual for Erosion and Sediment Control in Georgia (Georgia Soil and Water Conservation 
Commission). An approved erosion and sedimentation control plan should be implemented 
before soil disturbances occur within the project site to avoid violating the Erosion and 
Sedimentation Act of 1975. Currently, the section of the Chattahoochee River adjacent to this 
project is listed as impaired on the state of Georgia’s 303(d) listing for not fully meeting its 
designated uses. CRNRA is invested in improving the watershed. Due to the proximity of this 
proposed project to the Chattahoochee River, there are concerns for the potential for sediment to 
enter the river during construction. 
 
Recommendation: After proper installation, continued and unfailing maintenance and repair of 
the BMP’s should be guaranteed in order to ensure their effectiveness and specifically to control 
the effects of this project on the river.   
 
River Overlook 
NPS has administrative jurisdiction over the river up to the ordinary high-water mark within the 
authorized boundary of CRNRA.  It is unclear from the plans provided if the supports for the 
overlook would be located within CRNRA’s boundary. Projects within the park’s authorized 
boundary require a permit. 
 
Recommendation: If any project components (permanent or temporary) are within the 
authorized boundary of CRNRA, the application is required to obtain a NPS permit.  It is 
recommended that the applicant reach out to the park early to coordinate permitting.  
 
We appreciate your consideration of these comments. Please feel free to contact me, Beth 
Wheeler, Chief of Planning, Resources, and Education, directly if you have any questions or 
concerns that we could help to address.  She can be reached at 404-803-7641 or by email at 
Beth_Wheeler@nps.gov. 
 
 
Sincerely, 
  
  
 
Beth Wheeler 
Chief of Planning, Resources, and Education 

mailto:Beth_Wheeler@nps.gov
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