
 
 

 

 
 
 
DATE: January 28, 2025  

 
 

 
TO: Mayor Khalid Kamau, City of South Fulton  
ATTN TO: Reginald McClendon, Managing Director, Community Development, City of South Fulton 
RE: Development of Regional Impact Review  
FROM:   Mike Alexander, COO, Atlanta Regional Commission 
 

ARC has completed a preliminary regional review of the following DRI. ARC reviewed the DRI’s relationship 
to regional plans, goals and policies – and impacts it may have on the activities, plans, goals and policies of 
other local jurisdictions as well as state, federal and other agencies. This preliminary report does not address 
whether the DRI is or is not in the best interest of the local government. 

 
Name of Proposal: Vantage Data Center - Stacks Road DRI 4257 
Submitting Local Government: City of South Fulton  
Date Opened: January 28, 2025 Comments Due: February 12, 2025 :  
 
Description: A DRI review of a proposal to construct a data center with 696,981 SF of space, a sub-station, 
emergency generator area, and related support facilities on an 24-acre currently partially wooded site at the 
southwest quadrant of the intersection of Stacks Rd and Mallory Rd, just north of the CSX Railroad in the City 
of South Fulton. 
     
PRELIMINARY COMMENTS:  
 
Key Comments 
  
The project is not aligned with the applicable Developing Suburbs policy recommendations which state “There 
is a need in these areas for additional preservation of critical environmental locations and resources, as well 
as agricultural and forest uses.”  
 
The project could be somewhat better aligned with Developing Suburbs policies through the retention of 
some natural wooded area and the allocation of some of the estimated $7.3 million in local City of South 
Fulton annual revenue generated toward natural area conservation and acquisition elsewhere in the City. 
 
The project will require clearing of most of the forested portion of the site which will exacerbate local and 
regional heat island and climate change impacts.  It is strongly recommended that the number of trees 
removed be replaced by trees planted elsewhere on the site or in the City of South Fulton.The water resources 
of the metro Atlanta region are critically important to the region’s economic vitality and quality of life.  ARC 



 
 

 

recommends a careful examination by Atlanta Watershed Management of its capacity to meet peak-day 
demands for this project, in addition to other current and projected future peak-day demands. ARC also 
recommends the installation of advanced “waterless” cooling technologies or “near waterless” technology to 
reduce the burden on the drinking water supplies and increase the resiliency for both the project and the 
potable water system. 
 
The project will generate a total of 690 daily new vehicular trips.  
 
General Comments 
 
The Atlanta Region’s Plan, developed by ARC in close coordination with partner local governments, is 
intended to broadly guide regional development in the 12-county metro region to ensure that required 
infrastructure and resources are in place to support continued economic development and prosperity.  The 
Plan assigns a relevant growth management category designation with accompanying policy 
recommendations to all areas in the region.  This DRI site is designated Developing Suburbs; associated policy 
recommendations are provided at the end of these comments.  
 
There are growing concerns about the impacts of high levels of energy and water consumption generated by 
the tremendous increase in the number of data center projects in the Atlanta region.  ARC recommends a 
careful examination by Atlanta Watershed Management of its capacity to meet peak-day demands for this 
project, in addition to other current and projected future peak-day demands. ARC also recommends the 
installation of advanced “waterless” cooling technologies or “near waterless” technology to reduce the burden 
on the drinking water supplies and increase the resiliency for both the project and the potable water system. 
 
Transportation and Mobility Comments 
 
ARC’s Transportation Access and Mobility Group comments will be provided in the Final Report.  The project 
will generate a total of 690 daily new vehicular trips.  
 
Care should be taken to ensure that the constructed development provides an interconnected, functional, 
clearly marked and comfortable pedestrian experience on all driveways, paths, entrances, and parking areas.  
To the maximum extent possible, new driveways and intersection corners where pedestrians will cross should 
be constructed with minimal curb radii to reduce speeds of turning vehicles and decrease crossing distances 
for pedestrians. 
 
ARC Natural Resources Comments 
 
ARC’s Natural Resources Group comments will be provided in the Final Report. 
 
The water resources of the metro Atlanta region are critically important to the region’s economic vitality and 
quality of life. The region lies in the headwaters of six major river basins, where natural surface water sources 
are small relative to other major metropolitan areas and in need of a high level of protection. The firm yield 
of water supply sources available to individual jurisdictions also varies, and some jurisdictions have larger 



 
 

 

available supplies than others. ARC recommends a careful examination by Atlanta Watershed Management of 
its capacity to meet peak-day demands for this project, in addition to other current and projected future 
peak-day demands. ARC also recommends that Atlanta Watershed Management require the installation of 
advanced “waterless” cooling technologies or “near waterless” technology to reduce the burden on drinking 
water supplies and increase resiliency of both the project and the potable water system. 
 
Other Environmental Comments 
 
The project will require clearing of most of the forested portion of the site which will exacerbate local and 
regional heat island and climate change impacts.  It is strongly recommended that the number of trees 
removed be replaced by trees planted elsewhere on the site or in the City of South Fulton. 
 
The Atlanta Region's Plan strongly encourages the use of green infrastructure and/or low-impact design, 
e.g., pervious pavers, rain gardens, vegetated swales, etc., in parking areas and site driveways, and as part 
of any improvements to site frontages.   
 
Atlanta Region’s Plan Growth Policy Considerations: Developing Suburbs  
 
The Atlanta Region’s Plan identifies Developing Suburbs as areas in the region where suburban development 
has occurred, and the conventional development pattern is present but not set. These areas are characterized 
by residential development with pockets of commercial and industrial development. These areas represent 
the extent of the urban service area. There is a need in these areas for additional preservation of critical 
environmental locations and resources, as well as agricultural and forest uses. Limited existing infrastructure 
in these areas will constrain the amount of additional growth that is possible. Transportation improvements 
are needed within these Developing Suburbs, but care should be taken not to spur unwanted growth.   
 
The project is not well aligned with Developing Suburbs policy recommendations which state “There is a need 
in these areas for additional preservation of critical environmental locations and resources, as well as 
agricultural and forest uses.” It could be better aligned with these policies through the retention of more of 
the existing forested portion of the site, and the allocation of some of the annual $7.3 million in City of South 
Fulton revenue generated to support conservation land acquisition and tree planting elsewhere in the City.  
City of South Fulton leadership and staff, along with the applicant team, should collaborate closely to ensure 
optimal sensitivity to the needs of nearby local governments, neighborhoods, and natural systems.   
 

THE FOLLOWING LOCAL GOVERNMENTS AND AGENCIES RECEIVED NOTICE OF THIS REVIEW: 
ATLANTA REGIONAL COMMISSION     GEORGIA DEPARTMENT OF NATURAL RESOURCE  GEORGIA DEPARTMENT OF COMMUNITY AFFAIRS          
GEORGIA DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION  GEORGIA REGIONAL TRANSPORTATION AUTHORITY  GEORGIA SOIL AND WATER CONSERVATION COMMISSION

  
GEORGIA ENVIRONMENTAL FINANCE AUTHORITY GEORGIA CONSERVANCY  MARTA  
CITY OF SOUTH FULTON COLLEGE PARK  UNION CITY 

For questions, please contact Donald Shockey at (470) 378-1531 or dshockey@atlantaregional.org. This 
finding will be published to the ARC review website located at http://atlantaregional.org/plan-reviews.

 

mailto:dshockey@atlantaregional.org
http://atlantaregional.org/plan-reviews
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GENERAL SITE NOTES
1. ALL DIMENSIONS ARE TO FACE OF CURB UNLESS OTHERWISE NOTED.

2. ALL INTERIOR CURB RADII TO BE 5' UNLESS OTHERWISE NOTED.

3. PARKING LOT AND ROAD STRIPING SHALL BE IN ACCORDANCE WITH GDOT MANUAL OF UNIFORM TRAFFIC CONTROL DEVICES LATEST
EDITION.

4. ACCESSIBLE PARKING, SIGNAGE, WARNING STRIPES AND STRIPING SHALL BE IN ACCORDANCE WITH CURRENT ADA STANDARDS FOR
ACCESSIBLE DESIGN

5. ALL LAND DISTURBANCE TO BE STABILIZED WITH VEGETATION UPON COMPLETION OF DEMOLITION.

6. ALL TREES SHALL HAVE PROPER PROTECTION DURING CONSTRUCTION UNLESS APPROVED PLANS SPECIFY OTHERWISE.

7. TOPOGRAPHIC SURVEY BY LOWE ENGINEERS, DATED OCT 2023.

8. FLOODPLAIN IS PRESENT ON SITE AS DEPICTED BY FEMA FIRM PANEL NUMBER 13121C0456F & 13121C0457F, DATED 9/18/2013.

9. OWNER IS RESPONSIBLE FOR OBTAINING ANY NECESSARY AGREEMENTS FROM ADJACENT PROPERTY OWNERS IN ORDER TO PERFORM
THE REQUIRED OFFSITE WORK, INCLUDING STORM DRAINAGE, UTILITY CONNECTIONS, SIDEWALK, CURB AND GUTTER AND PAVEMENT
TIE-INS AND GRADING.

10. ALL NEW ASPHALT AND OR PAVEMENT SHALL MEET THE GEOTECHNICAL REPORT RECOMMENDATION. REPORT PREPARED BY XXXXXX
DATED XX/XX/2020 .

11. TRAFFIC SHALL BE MAINTAINED AT ALL TIMES DURING CONSTRUCTION OF THIS PROJECT. ALL BARRICADES AND SIGNS SHALL BE
FURNISHED AND USED BY THE CONTRACTOR IN ACCORDANCE WITH LOCAL/STATE AND CURRENT SPECIFICATIONS.

12. CONTRACTOR IS RESPONSIBLE FOR PLACING AND MAINTAINING CONSTRUCTION FENCE, SIGN, TO WARN AND KEEP PEOPLE OFF SITE FOR
THE DURATION OF THE PROJECT.

13. THE CONTRACTOR IS RESPONSIBLE FOR VERIFYING POSTAL DELIVERY METHOD WITH THE LOCAL JURISDICTION. IF A PHYSICAL MAILBOX IS
REQUIRED, GENERAL CONTRACTOR IS RESPONSIBLE FOR THE PURCHASE, LOCATION PLACEMENT, AND INSTALLATION.

14. BUILDING DIMENSIONS SHOWN ON THIS PLAN ARE SCHEMATIC IN NATURE. SEE ARCHITECTURAL PLANS FOR ACTUAL DIMENSIONS.

15. SITE CONTRACTOR SHALL FURNISH "AS-BUILT" DRAWINGS INDICATING ALL CHANGES AND DEVIATIONS.

16. SITE WORK CONTRACTOR IS RESPONSIBLE FOR WORK TO WITHIN 5' OF THE BUILDINGS.

17. CONTRACTOR SHALL BE RESPONSIBLE FOR ALL RELOCATION INCLUDING BUT NOT LIMITED TO, ALL UTILITIES, STORM DRAINAGE, SIGNS,
TRAFFIC SIGNALS AND POLES, ETC., GOVERNING AUTHORITIES SPECIFICATIONS AND SHALL BE APPROVED BY SUCH. ALL COST SHALL BE
INCLUDED IN BASE BID.
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KEY NOTES LEGEND

24" CURB & GUTTER, SEE SHEET C9.00 FOR DETAIL

24" WHITE STOP BAR, SEE SHEET C9.00 FOR DETAIL
CONCRETE PAVEMENT, SEE SHEET C9.00 FOR PAVEMENT
SPECIFICATIONS
STANDARD DUTY ASPHALT, SEE SHEET C9.00 FOR
PAVEMENT SPECIFICATIONS
HEAVY DUTY ASPHALT, SEE SHEET C9.00 FOR PAVEMENT
SPECIFICATIONS
CONCRETE SIDEWALK, SEE DETAIL SHEET C9.01 FOR DETAIL

CONCRETE WHEEL STOP. SEE DETAIL SHEET C9.00

TAPER CURBING FROM 6" TO 0" OVER 5'

"TYPE A" CURB RAMP. SEE SHEET C9.01 FOR DETAILS

"TYPE B" CURB RAMP. SEE SHEET C9.01 FOR DETAILS

"TYPE C" CURB RAMP. SEE SHEET C9.01 FOR DETAILS

"TYPE D" CURB RAMP. SEE SHEET C9.01 FOR DETAILS

STOP SIGN (R1-1). SEE DETAIL SHEET C9.01

LANDSCAPE AREA. SEE SHEET L-1 FOR FURTHER DETAIL

DIRECTIONAL ARROWS. SEE DETAIL SHEET C9.01

CROSSWALK. SEE DETAIL SHEET C9.00

4" WIDE SINGLE SOLID WHITE LINE (SSWL)

4" WIDE DOUBLE SOLID YELLOW LINE (DSYL)
CONCRETE TRANSFORMER PAD PER UTILITY OWNER
REQUIREMENT.
CONCRETE BOLLARDS. SEE DETAIL SHEET C9.03.

RETAINING WALL. DESIGN AND PERMITTED BY OTHERS.

DO NOT ENTER SIGN

RIGHT TURN ONLY SIGN
PROPOSED DUMPSTER ENCLOSURE WITH CONCRETE
APRON. SEE ARCHITECTURAL PLANS FOR DETAILS
ADA PARKING AREA SEE DETAIL SHEET C9.01

ADA PARKING SIGN SEE DETAIL SHEET C9.01
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SITE DATA SUMMARY
ADDRESS 4380 STACKS ROAD, SOUTH FULTON, GA

30349
TOTAL PROPERTY AREA: 23.64 AC

DISTURBED AREA 22.93 AC

IMPERVIOUS AREA: 11.31 AC

PERVIOUS AREA: 12.34 AC

OPEN SPACE PROVIDED 7.54 AC

ZONING CLASSIFICATION
ZONING: M-2

ADJACENT ZONING: ADJ ZONING

JURISDICTION: FULTON COUNTY

BUILDING SUMMARY GA-11
PROPOSED OFFICE AREA: 14,206 SF
PROPOSED DATA MODULE
AREA: 143,780 SF
PROPOSED TOTAL BUILDING
AREA: 355,662 SF
STORIES OF THE BUILDING: 3-STORIES
FLOOR AREA RATIO (FAR): 2.91

BUILDING SUMMARY GA-12
PROPOSED OFFICE AREA: 14,206 SF
PROPOSED DATA MODULE
AREA: 143,780 SF
PROPOSED TOTAL BUILDING
AREA: 355,662 SF
STORIES OF THE BUILDING: 3-STORIES
FLOOR AREA RATIO (FAR): 2.91

PARKING SUMMARY
TOTAL PARKING REQUIRED: 350

TOTAL PARKING PROVIDED: 350

LANDSCAPE REQUIREMENTS
FRONT LANDSCAPE BUFFER: FRONT BUFFER

SIDE LANDSCAPE BUFFER: SIDE BUFFER

REAR LANDSCAPE BUFFER: REAR BUFFER

PARKING ISLANDS: LANDSCAPE ISLAND WIDTH

DRI#: 4257
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