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“Big Shanty! Twenty minutes for breakfast! 
- Conductor Fuller’s announcement 

upon arriving at Big Shanty. 

Saturday, April 12, 1862 at 6 A.M. 

A jewel of Cobb County, the City of 

Kennesaw is a historic and vibrant 

community that has persevered since 

its inception in 1887. Warm, friendly, 

welcoming and having a small-town 

charm are only a few out of many 

adjectives used to describe this place. 

With having a population of just over 

33,000 people, Kennesaw boasts a rich 

economy and offers a blend of older 

and newer neighborhoods that allow a 

diverse mixture of age groups, young 

professionals, Millennials, Generation X 

and Baby Boomers who call this city 

home. 

 

Offering an abundance of cultural and 

natural resources, the City prides itself on 

being a safe community for growing 

families. With three regional parks, 

thirteen neighborhood parks, plenty of 

annual festival celebrations and activities 

all year-round, this city is in no short 

supply of things to do.  

In order to keep this forward momentum, 

Kennesaw must create new opportunities, 

preserve its historical resources and 

protect the high quality of life. By doing 

the aforementioned items, the city will 

achieve the balance the community is 

looking for in attaining the vision set out 

in this comprehensive plan. 

7 
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Welcome to Kennesaw, Georgia 
This is an exciting time for the City of 

Kennesaw. We are a highly desirable place to 

be in the Atlanta region. Our residents love 

living here, with public surveys showing 

excellent community ratings. At the same 

time, we look forward to a future of continued 

success, growth and change.  

Broadly speaking, a comprehensive plan is a 

way to guide development, investment and the 

allocation of services within a jurisdiction. 

Cities, towns and counties are intricate and 

detailed places. Decisions are made every day 

in response to new opportunities or 

unexpected problems.  

A comprehensive plan like the City of 

Kennesaw’s Comprehensive Plan is one tool to 

help guide these decisions and includes three 

distinctive features:  

1. It is a long-range plan, looking ahead five, 

ten or twenty-five years. 

2. It is comprehensive and looks across many 

different facets of what a city does.  

3. It is deliberative, looking within to 

understand the needs and desires of the city.  

 

City Hall Plaza 
9 
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Last Update: 2017 
The City of Kennesaw last updated its 

comprehensive plan in 2017. This current 

document will supersede that plan with updated 

policies, data and a new community work 

program. This update affirms the City’s big 

picture vision, defines goals and lays out a task 

list for city leaders, staff and citizens to address 

issues and to position the City of Kennesaw to 

be a leader within metro Atlanta.  

In Georgia, towns, cities and counties are 

required to update their comprehensive plan 

every five years as required by the Minimum 

Standards of Local Comprehensive Planning. 

The development of a comprehensive plan helps 

a community to:  

 Develop a vision for what it wants  

 Establish priorities  

 Encourage dialogue and actions  

 Guide decision making  

 Determine how to best allocate limited 

resources  

Most of the work of shaping the City of 

Kennesaw’s future will be done by the residents, 

businesses, and nonprofits. The City of 

Kennesaw’s government has a key role to play 

through these implementation tools:  

 Regulations  

 Capital spending  

 Programs and staffing  

The success of the goals of the City of Kennesaw 

depends on being able to tap into the many 

voices of the City and weave their ideas, 

viewpoints and thoughts into a common vision. 

Outreach and engagement were critical to reach 

a broad consensus of the diverse citizens who 

live and work in the City.  

Big Shanty Natural Spring 

Artist Crafted Manhole Covers 

10 
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Working Towards the Goal 
To meet the goal of an inclusive process meant 

creating multiple opportunities to get involved. 

The planning team developed several 

communication tools and forums to ensure that 

meaningful community involvement would form 

the backbone of the plan.  

A steering committee was convened to oversee 

the process and act as an instrument to guide 

the development of the plan. Steering committee 

members were appointed from the business 

community, residents, city staff, elected officials, 

Cobb County, Town Center Community 

Improvement District and Kennesaw State 

University.   

Two open houses, which were held in the Ben 

Robertson Community Center, allowed people to 

drop in and learn about the planning process. 

Visitors who attended the open houses were 

able to listen to a short data presentation and 

provide valuable feedback. In addition, the City 

utilized Facebook Live to allow interested parties 

to participate virtually. A dedicated website with 

a community survey was also provided.  

Data analysis and the community’s ideas for the 

future were combined and turned into action 

areas. The plan focuses on elements to improve 

the City of Kennesaw with targeted policies to 

enhance the assets and address the issues of 

the City of Kennesaw. The plan is divided into six 

interrelated sections:  

 Kennesaw Today 

 Citizen Engagement 

 Destination Kennesaw 

 Future Land Use 

 Area Descriptions 

 Community Work Program Historic Kennesaw at the Depot 

Entertainment District 
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Goal Outcomes 
The City of Kennesaw is a diverse and forward 

looking community engaged in shaping its own 

future. The people of Kennesaw are working to 

capitalize on the qualities and values that have 

made it a successful community.  

Through data analysis and public engagement, 

the following assets (opportunities) and 

challenges (needs), as shown to the right of the 

page, were identified for the City of Kennesaw.  

As the City moves forward in implementing the 

comprehensive plan, these assets 

(opportunities) and challenges (needs) should be 

monitored to ensure that they are still relevant 

to the community. 

 

Assets (Opportunities)  

 Downtown Kennesaw 

 Cultural Institutions: The Southern 

Museum of Civil War and Locomotive 

History and the Smith-Gilbert Gardens 

 City Parks & Annual Events 

 Kennesaw State University  

 Cobb County International Airport 
 

Challenges (Needs)  

 Perception of Downtown  

 Transportation Modes and Transit  

 City Boundaries  

 Broadband Readiness 

 Housing (Inventory and Affordability) 

Village at Fullers Chase 
12 
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CITY LIMITS 
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Supplemental Plans         Key Partners 
In conjunction with the comprehensive plan 

update, the City of Kennesaw utilizes other 

plans to achieve its goals, follow 

recommendations and implement policies. A 

list of these supporting documents can be 

found below. 
 

 City Cemetery Strategic Plan,                       

City of Kennesaw (2018) 

 Cobb County 2040 Comprehensive Plan,   

Cobb County, Georgia (2017) 

 CobbForward Comprehensive 

Transportation Plan, Cobb County 

Department of Transportation (2022) 

 Depot Park Master Concept Plan,                

City of Kennesaw (2015) 

 Downtown Kennesaw Livable Centers 

Initiative Plan, City of Kennesaw (2015) 

 Downtown Kennesaw Streetscape 

Standards, City of Kennesaw (2016) 

 Kennesaw Historic Preservation 

Commission Design Standards, City of 

Kennesaw (2006) 

 Kennesaw Parks and Recreation Master 

Plan, City of Kennesaw (2020) 

 Kennesaw State University Campus Master 

Plan - Presidential Update (2020)  

 Public Art Master Plan,                                  

City of Kennesaw (2018)  

 Strategic Economic Development Plan,       

City of Kennesaw (2021) 

 Swift-Cantrell Park Master Plan Update,    

City of Kennesaw (2014) 

 The Kennesaw Building Research Project 

(2004) 

In developing the implementation program for 

the Comprehensive Plan, it is important to 

recognize other organizations in the 

Kennesaw area that may partner with the city 

or even take the lead on certain local actions. 

The City of Kennesaw recognizes that they are 

unable to achieve the plan goals and policies 

without our partners. A collection of some of 

the many key partners are below.  
 

 Atlanta Regional Commission 

 City of Acworth, Georgia 

 Cobb County, Georgia 

 Cobb County School District 

 Cobb Chamber 

 Cobb Electric Membership Corporation  

 Cobb Travel & Tourism 

 Council for Quality Growth 

 Georgia Power 

 Kennesaw Business Association 

 Kennesaw Development Authority 

 Kennesaw Downtown Development 

Authority 

 Kennesaw Downtown Merchants 

Association 

 Kennesaw State University 

 National Park Service 

 Town Center Community Improvement   

District 
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From Then To Now 
The City’s roots run deep in American history, 

as the first part of this chapter will discuss. 

This chapter begins with how the City’s origin 

came to be in the early nineteenth century as a 

shanty town built along the Western and 

Atlanta railroad. Home to one of the largest 

Civil War confederate soldier training camps in 

the country, Camp McDonald, which existed 

within what is now the city limits of Kennesaw, 

was the perfect site due to railroad access and 

an abundance of natural resources. After the 

Civil War, Cobb County’s economy remained 

agriculturally based. In 1880, the county ranked 

fourth in the state in total farm value which 

included land, fencing and buildings. Kennesaw 

was incorporated as a city in 1887 and 

remained a boom town through the early 

twentieth century as it was a prosperous and 

thriving center of trade and commerce. By the 

mid-twentieth century, Cobb County saw a 

shift from agriculture to manufacturing as 

seen by the establishment of the airplane 

industry in the county brought on by World War 

II. After the war, the county’s population began 

to explode. By 1950, the population of the 

county increased by 60% from the decade 

before and continued to increase as seen by 

suburban sprawl leading into the twenty-first 

century.  

After reading about the history of Kennesaw, 

this chapter will go into the current trends of 

the City, describing demographics, housing, 

transportation, economics and broadband 

availability. Then, it will discuss the City’s 

cultural resources, the Central Business 

District and downtown. Finally, it will conclude 

with touching on the abundance of natural 

amenities.  Big Shanty (1887) 

Historical Marker 

Source: Georgia State University Library 
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Big Shanty 
The Western and Atlantic Railroad was one of 

Georgia’s main rail arteries, and it was the only 

one that traversed the rugged terrain between 

Atlanta and Chattanooga, Tennessee. The 

railroad was approved by the Georgia legislature 

in the 1830s, and the track was constructed 

between Terminus (later Atlanta) and 

Cartersville as early as 1846. One of the small 

towns soon established along the railroad was 

the unincorporated community of “Big Shanty 

Grade,” which got its name from the cluster of 

railroad worker shanties located at the high point 

between the Chattanooga and Etowah rivers.  

By the outbreak of the Civil War the name was 

shortened to “Big Shanty.” It was more than 20 

years after the Civil War before this community 

was finally incorporated, at which point it took 

the name “Kennesaw” (Jones 2006). It is possible 

that the name Big Shanty was the third name 

given to the community. Postal records indicate 

that the settlement was known as Kennesaw in 

1853, Moons in 1854-1856 and finally Big Shanty 

from 1856-1868. It was not until 1868 that the 

name Kennesaw appears on postal records 

again (Jones 2006).  

On the eve of the Civil War, the biggest economic 

activity in the Big Shanty area, aside from 

farming, was the railroad. According to the 1860 

census, a full 12% of local heads of households 

worked on the railroad. In the late 1850s, the 

Western and Atlantic Railroad Company acquired 

a tract immediately east of the rail line for the 

establishment of a depot and an “eating house.” 

The latter soon became known as the Lacy Hotel, 

operated by Mr. and Mrs. George Lacy. The exact 

location of the Lacy House is not known, but it is 

believed to be under the Kennesaw Depot 

parking lot (Jones 2006).  

 

 

 

Lacy Hotel 

Camp McDonald Drawing 

Source: Wilber Kurtz Collection, 1923 

Source: William Pittenger 
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The Civil War and Camp McDonald 

HISTORICAL TIMELINE 

Cobb County was a major war theater during 

the Atlanta Campaign of 1864; three of the 

eight battles that were fought in the march to 

Atlanta took place here. The presence of the 

railroads and factories made the county a 

target for the Union forces, and the county’s 

mountainous terrain offered natural areas for 

defense (Roth 1988). Additionally, Camp 

McDonald, established by Governor Joseph E. 

Brown in 1861, had served as a training facility 

for thousands of Confederate soldiers. 

Camp McDonald was one of the major training 

camps for volunteers and recruits in north 

Georgia during the American Civil War. It 

covered 60 acres, and the parade ground of 

the camp was located where Highway 41 now 

crosses the Kennesaw Due West Road. At the 

time of the Civil War, the main reason for the 

location of the camp was the presence of the 

Western and Atlantic Railroad, located 

immediately to the east (Jones 2006).  

The presence of the railroad, the Lacy Hotel and 

reliable fresh water soon made Big Shanty 

attractive as a possible training camp after 

Georgia seceded from the Union in January of 

1861. After the surrender of Fort Sumter in mid-

April, large numbers of volunteers crowded 

makeshift training camps across the state. One 

such camp was located in what is now Smyrna, 

but it proved too small. Governor Brown closed 

the camp and moved the facilities to Big Shanty. 

“Camp McDonald” was created by the governor  
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on June 11, 1861 and was named after former 

governor Charles C. McDonald of Marietta. 

Brown also named General William Phillips of 

the Georgia Militia as the first camp 

commandant. The instructors were cadets 

from the Georgia Military Institute (Jones 

2006).  

Thousands of troops trained here between 1861 

and 1863, but there is no evidence that Camp 

McDonald ever contained any permanent 

structures. It appears to have been a large 

tent city, and sometimes even the tents were 

lacking, according to some accounts. Even so, 

Governor Brown attended a grand review of 

the first wave of 2,500 troops, held on July 31, 

1861 (Jones 2006).  

Another formation that left the camp for 

Virginia during this same period was Phillip’s 

Legion, also known as Phillip’s Georgia Legion. 

This was an irregular grouping of five rifle 

companies, four cavalry companies and an 

artillery unit, created in early August during 

the controversy between Brown and Davis 

over the issue of troop formations. Phillip’s 

Legion would see action in Virginia virtually 

throughout the entire war, from Second Bull 

Run and Fredericksburg to Cold Harbor and 

the siege of Petersburg (Jones 2006). 

By the end of November 1861, Camp McDonald 

was closed after the last of the troops left. The 

camp was reopened in early spring of 1862, 

when a new round of troops was called up in  
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The Civil War and Camp McDonald 
the wake of a series of Confederate defeats in 

the Western Theater. This second wave of 

troops were not just volunteers like the first; 

some were drafted as the Confederacy 

implemented the first conscription law ever 

put into effect on the North American 

continent.   

On April 12, 1862, James Andrews and 20 other 

Federal spies boarded a north-bound train at 

Marietta. At Big Shanty, while the engineer, the 

crew and the passengers were eating at the 

Lacy Hotel, Andrews and his men uncoupled 

most of the cars from the engine, an action 

that was done in plain sight of the soldiers at 

Camp McDonald. Andrews and his men then 

took the locomotive, named the General, and 

headed toward Tennessee in hopes of cutting 

rail lines and telegraph lines along the way. 

This proved impossible since they were so 

closely chased by William Fuller, the General’s 

train conductor, and Antony Murphy of the 

Western & Atlantic Railroad. They caught up 

with the saboteurs outside of Ringgold after 

pursuing them in three other locomotives and 

by foot and handcar (Jones 2006).  

Camp McDonald was again used in 1863 for 

more troop training, but there appears to be 

limited information on this phase of its 

occupation. By 1864, the camp was no longer a 

training ground but rather a staging area. Big 

Shanty and what was left of Camp McDonald 

were occupied by Union forces on June 6, 

1864, and used as a supply depot for the Union 

army in the days that followed. Sherman used 

Big Shanty while preparing for his “March to 

the Sea” campaign.  

Sherman himself used Big Shanty as his 

personal headquarters from roughly mid-June  

 

until the Battle of Kennesaw Mountain on June 

27, 1864 (Jones 2006). 

On October 3, 1864, after the fall of Atlanta to 

Sherman, Big Shanty was again the scene of 

fighting as General John Bell Hood raided the 

town, capturing 350 Federal prisoners. 

However, Hood’s forces were not strong 

enough to confront Sherman, and as the 

Federal reinforcements approached from 

Atlanta, Hood was forced to vacate the area. 

In November of 1864, before beginning the 

March to the Sea, Sherman pulled up the 

Western and Atlantic Railroad from Big Shanty 

to the Chattahoochee River. He also ordered 

the destruction of the Lacy Hotel, which was 

burned on November 14 (Jones 2006). By this 

time, Camp McDonald was abandoned. In later 

years, after Big Shanty was incorporated as 

Kennesaw, a portion of the original camp was 

dedicated as a cemetery. 

Post Civil War 
 

The effect of the Civil War on the county can 

only be estimated. Farms were destroyed 

along with factories or other buildings that 

were considered military targets. Industry 

would not recover until the 1880s when new 

rail lines were completed. The overall 

economy remained agricultural after the war, 

but it took two decades for corn production to 

rebound. Farm size, land ownership patterns 

and farm labor changed dramatically. 

Post-war, Cobb County saw the expansion of 

cotton agriculture and an increase in tenant 

farming. Agricultural statistics for 1880 

estimated an average size of 112 acres for the 

county’s 1,896 farms.  
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Post Civil War 
Sixty-six percent of all farms were owner-

operated while 30% were sharecropped. The 

value of the farms, including the land, fences 

and buildings, was $1,932,192. In this category, 

Cobb County ranked fourth in the state. By 

1900, average farm size was reduced to 71.8 

acres while the total number of farms rose to 

2,684. This was part of a larger pattern as 

sharecropping and tenancy became fixtures 

within the regional economy. Sharecroppers 

farmed 43.6 percent of the county’s farms 

while only 38.8 percent of all farms were 

owner-operated. The majority of the farmers 

were White; only 21.8 percent were African 

Americans. The crops produced included corn, 

oats, rye, wheat and cotton. Poultry and 

livestock continued to be raised as well. 

The 1870s and 1880s witnessed an increase in 

industry in Cobb County as the presence of 

new rail lines afforded business opportunities 

and places of employment. The Western and 

Atlantic was joined by the Louisville and 

Nashville, the Seaboard and the Southern 

Railroad companies. 

Railroad communities mushroomed beside 

them, such as Elizabeth on the Louisville and 

Nashville line (Roth 1988). In 1870, there were 

21 manufacturing businesses, including seven 

leatherworks, seven sawmills, two cotton 

manufacturers, three woolen goods factories, 

one flour mill and one paper mill. Twenty 

years later, there were 60 industrial 

operations. Cotton goods production became a 

major economic focus during this period. Due 

to mills being able to shift from creek beds 

into towns, at least six textile mills besides the 

Roswell factories were established.  

 

Towns that had pre-Civil War origins were 

incorporated in the 1870s and 1880s, including 

Acworth in 1860, Smyrna in 1872, Powder 

Springs in 1883, Austell in 1885 and Big Shanty 

or Kennesaw in 1887 (Roth 1988) and were 

mostly considered social and economic hubs.  

Only Marietta, the county seat, was a town of 

some size. A Department of Agriculture Report 

for 1896 (Nesbitt 1896) noted that Marietta had 

the largest chair manufactory and paper mill 

in the state and a number of marble yards. 

The 1896 Agricultural Report authored by 

Nesbitt also noted that Atlanta was a home 

market for Cobb County’s agricultural 

products, particularly dairy products, 

vegetables and poultry.  

Moreover, the county’s crop repertoire was 

noted as diversified with corn, oats, wheat, 

Irish potatoes, sweet potatoes, field peas, 

cotton, crab grass hay, clover hay, fodder and 

sorghum syrup noted as the principal products 

of the county’s farms. 

Kennesaw Boom 
 

The post-war increases in cotton production 

as well as the expansion of industry in Cobb 

County was a boom for Kennesaw. The City 

prospered as a center of railroad shipping for 

the cotton and other agricultural products that 

were produced in the surrounding farms. A 

cotton gin was built near the site of the old 

Lacy Hotel. Most of the existing historic 

houses in the five current National Register 

districts were built during a period of growth 

from the late nineteenth into the early 

twentieth century. These houses include a 

variety of types and styles that were typical of 

the period including: Georgian, Queen Anne,  
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Kennesaw Boom 
New South and gable-wing cottages. By the early 

twentieth century, Kennesaw was a prosperous 

and thriving center of trade and commerce. In 

addition to the railroad, the Dixie Highway passed 

through the commercial district via the Old 

Cassville Road (now portions of Summer and 

Main Streets), further increasing traffic and 

commerce in the city. It was during this time that 

several of the commercial buildings downtown 

were constructed west of the railroad. These 

buildings included the Masonic Hall and dry 

goods store built in 1902, the Kennesaw State 

Bank building built in 1905 and the W & A depot 

built in 1908 (Jones 2008).  

By 1930, 75% of the land in Cobb County was 

under cultivation, producing dairy products, fruit, 

poultry and market produce. In addition, 2,600 of 

the county’s 3,000 farms were characterized as 

cotton producers. Cobb’s agricultural base was 

hindered in the 1930s as the Depression, the boll 

weevil and low cotton prices came to bear, 

forcing many farmers off the land in search of 

employment. By the late 1940s, less than half the 

county was under cultivation and the number of 

farms cut in half (Roth 1988). 

The reduction in cultivated land in Cobb County 

was also prompted by an increase in 

manufacturing jobs, specifically when World War 

II brought the aircraft industry to the county. In 

1943, B-29 bombers began to roll off the 

assembly lines of the newly completed Bell 

Bomber plant, north of Atlanta. The location was 

chosen in large part due to access to roads and 

railways as well as a large pool of potential 

workers. At the height of production in early 1945, 

the factory employed 28,158 workers, most of 

whom were from northwest Georgia. As the war 

drew to a close, so too did the Bell Bomber plant. 

 
The General (1962) 

Kennesaw Mountain  
National Battlefield Park  

Source: worldatlas.com 

Source: Bramlett Family Collection 
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By the war’s end, the Cobb County plant had 

produced 663 B-29 bombers for the war effort 

(Scott 2003). The effect of this factory brought a 

new industry to north Georgia, and in the years 

that followed, other aircraft and aerospace 

industry arrived to the county. 

Cobb County continued to grow during the 

1940s. By 1950, the population of Cobb County 

had grown to over 62,000, up 60% from the 

previous decade. In the 1950s, the new Highway 

41 bypassed downtown south of the commercial 

core of the city. This change in traffic flow 

prompted a decline for the commercial district 

of Kennesaw as businesses began to develop 

along the new highway. Still, neighborhoods and 

housing continued to be built in the City as the 

need for modern housing increased. These new 

neighborhoods developed between existing 

historic houses and farmsteads, and in many 

cases, they were built upon land that previously 

had been small farms and pastures.  

Suburban sprawl northward from Atlanta 

bolstered the population in the region, showing 

significant development in the second half of the 

twentieth century and into the twenty-first 

century. By the 1970s, the county was the third 

most populous in the state and was growing by 

more than 10,000 people per year (Scott 2018). 

As calculated by the 2010 U.S. Census, the 

population has grown to 688,078 people. This 

growth has expanded many public services in 

the region. Kennesaw State University has 

expanded from its origins as a junior college in 

1963 to a four-year university offering numerous 

degree paths. Adding to the growth, industries 

like Lockheed-Martin are located in Cobb 

County and serve as one of the county’s largest 

employers. 

 

 

Skip Spann Connector Bridge 

The Stanley-Lewis House (c. 1889) 

Source: croyengineering.com 
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Today’s Trends 
To get a better understanding of how to plan 

for the future, this chapter will explore 

Kennesaw’s current trends. These trends will 

focus on key demographic, housing, 

transportation and economic data. Then, this 

chapter will explore broadband availability 

within the City. Concluding this chapter will be 

an overview of Kennesaw’s rich cultural and 

natural resources. 
 

Demographics 
 

As the third largest city in Cobb County, 

Kennesaw has grown from a small town of 

less than 5,000 people in 1970 to over 33,000 

people in 2020. Growth is anticipated to slow 

as the city matures with more redevelopment 

than greenfield growth.  

Kennesaw currently has about 10,000 more 

residents than the City of Acworth and City of 

Cartersville and a similar population to that of 

City of Canton. 

Kennesaw’s racial composition is quite similar to 

that of the 11-county Atlanta Metropolitan Area 

or metro area. The proportion of black residents 

increased by 3% while the white population 

decreased by the same percentage rate. Eleven 

percent of the residents of any race identified as 

Hispanic in 2010, and this increased to 12% in 

2019. Kennesaw is home to a larger portion of 

white residents and people of two or more races 

than the 11-county metro area. The median age of 

residents in the City is 33.3, slightly younger than 

Cobb County, which is 37.3.  

Population Change Over the Last 40 Years 
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Source: U.S. Census Bureau, Decennial Census 

5,095 
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21,675 

28,313 

33,036 
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Demographic Data 

Population Comparison to Neighboring Cities 

Source: U.S. Census Bureau, Decennial Census 
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Source: U.S. Census Bureau, American Community Survey, 2019 

Median age 

Kennesaw 

33.3 37.3 
Median age 

Cobb County 
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Demographic Data 

Educational Attainment of Adults 
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Source: U.S. Census Bureau, American Community Survey, 2020 

Racial Composition 

62% 
White   

25% 
Black   

6% 
Asian   

4% 
Two or 
More 

3% 
Other 

Source: U.S. Census Bureau, American Community Survey, 2019 

25 Years and Older 18 to 24 Year Olds 

Residents enrolled in 
college or graduate 

school in 2020 

3,600 
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Cobb County School District       Kennesaw State University 
The quality of education throughout the area is 

critical and Kennesaw’s future relies on the 

ability to offer a quality education for all. 

Below is a list of schools serving the 

Kennesaw area.  
 

Elementary Schools 

 Baker Elementary School 

 Big Shanty Intermediate School 

 Bullard Elementary School 

 Hayes Elementary School 

 Kennesaw Charter School 

 Kennesaw Elementary School 
 

Middle Schools 

 Awtrey Middle School 

 Barber Middle School 

 McClure Middle School 

 Palmer Middle School 

 Pine Mountain Middle School 
 

High Schools 

 Harrison High School 

 Kell High School 

 Kennesaw Mountain High School 

 North Cobb High School 
 

Kennesaw’s Private Schools 

 Non-sectarian, parochial, Montessori, 

special needs and day-care facilities 

 

 

Kennesaw State University, or KSU, offers 

more than 150 undergraduate, graduate and 

doctoral degrees to its more than 43,000 

students. With thirteen colleges on two metro 

Atlanta campuses, KSU is a member of the 

University System of Georgia and the third 

largest university in the state. The 

university’s vibrant campus culture, diverse 

population, strong global ties and 

entrepreneurial spirit draw students from 

throughout the region and from 92 countries 

across the globe. The university’s alumni 

network is 100,000 strong. As a Carnegie-

designated doctoral institution, it is one of the 

fifty largest public institutions in the country.  
 

Chattahoochee Technical College 

Located in the City of Acworth, Chattahoochee 

Tech is a fully accredited, state-supported 

post-secondary technical college with 

programs designed to prepare individuals to 

enter the workforce, transfer to another 

college or university, enhance present job 

skills or get a head start on college while still 

attending high school. 
 

Life University 

Located in the City of Marietta, Life University is a 

private, non-profit institution offering 

undergraduate and graduate degree programs 

and postgraduate education in the fields of health 

care, science, nutrition and business.  
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Demographics           

Housing Tenure 
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Source: U.S. Census Bureau, American Community Survey, 2010 & 2019 

People making between $25,000 and $100,000 

a year make up 60% of the City’s residents. The 

median income in Kennesaw has raised from 

just above $61,000 in 2010 to over $70,000 in 

2019.  

The educational attainment data of adults, or 

persons 18 and older, who call Kennesaw 

home, show that almost 75% have either some 

college or an associate’s, bachelor’s, master’s 

or doctoral degree. The breakdown is as 

follows: 41% of adults hold a bachelor’s degree 

or higher, 31% of adults have some college or 

associate’s degree, 21% of adults have a high 

school diploma and 7% of adults have not 

completed high school. Over the last five 

years, the number of individuals with 

professional or doctorate degrees increased 

by 81% or 399 individuals. The U.S. Census data  

 

reports that in 2020, there were 3,600 

Kennesaw residents enrolled in college or 

graduate school. 

Housing 

Across the 11-county metro region, housing 

costs have risen. In Kennesaw, the median 

home price is $240,000, which is up by 61% 

since 2013. Home sale price is about $134 per 

square foot, and the median building area of a 

home sale is about 1,702 square feet. 

According to a 2019 Metro Atlanta Housing 

Strategy study conducted by the Atlanta 

Regional Commission, Kennesaw’s housing is 

defined by two submarkets: suburban 

neighborhoods along employment corridors 

and suburban neighborhoods with moderate to 

higher priced housing.  

 

2010 2019 2010 2019 

Owner Occupied Rented Vacant 

9% 

28% 

63% 

36% 

59% 

5% 

12% 

30% 

58% 

35% 

56% 

9% 

City of Kennesaw                                           Metro Atlanta Region 
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Median Household Income            Household Income Distribution 
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Source: U.S. Census, American Community Survey, 2010 & 2019 

Year 

Annual Income 

Housing 
Housing tenure in the City from 2010 to 2019 has 

seen a significant rise in rental properties. 

Homeowner-occupied properties increased 

slightly while the amount of vacant properties 

diminished from nine to five percent since 2010. 

Kennesaw has added about 2,000 housing units 

over the last nine years. 

The median household income in Kennesaw 

increased from $61,355 in 2010 to $70,930 in 

2019. As of 2019, the median income of 

homeowners was $79,698 and was $51,959 for 

renters. A majority of renters spend between 

$1,000 and $1,499 on housing costs each 

month while housing costs for homeowners 

are more evenly distributed. The largest 

percentage of homeowners spend between 

$1,000 and $1,999 on housing costs per month. 

Top Strategies for Kennesaw 

Housing Submarket  
 

 Increase supply 

 Preserve affordable supply 

 Reduce housing and transportation 

costs 

 Expand capitol resources 

 Promote housing stability 

 Develop leadership and collaboration 

on affordability 

Source: U.S. Census, American Community Survey, 2019 

Median Income: 

$70,930 

< $25,000 

$25,000 - $49,999 

$50,000 - $74,999 

$75,000 - $99,999 

$100,000 - $149,999 

> $200,000 

$150,000 - $199,999 
$56K 

$58K 

$60K 

$62K 

$64K 

$66K 

$68K 

$70K 

$72K 

2010 2019 

$61,355 

$70,930 

Source: Atlanta Regional Commission 



30 

 

Housing Data 

Household Income Distribution: Homeowners & Renters 

Annual Income 

Source: U.S. Census Bureau, American Community Survey, 2019 

Monthly Housing Costs: Homeowners & Renters 

Homeowner Income Renter Income 

Median Income: 
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Median Income: 
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Source: U.S. Census Bureau, American Community Survey, 2019 
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< $25,000 

$25,000 - $49,999 

$50,000 - $74,999 

$75,000 - $99,999 

$100,000 - $149,999 

> $150,000 

Own 

Rent 
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 Housing Data 
Housing Types 

List of Residential Zoning Districts 

Single-Family Residential        Multi-Family Residential 

 R-40 (40,000 square foot lot size) 

 R-30 (30,000 square foot lot size) 

 R-20 (20,000 square foot lot size) 

 R-15  (15,000 square foot lot size) 

 R-12 (12,000 square foot lot size)  

 R-10 (10,000 square foot lot size) 

 PUD-R  (Planned Unit Development) 

 RA-4 (8,400 square foot lot size) 

 RA-5 (7,000 square foot lot size) 

 RA-6  (6,200 square foot lot size) 

 FST  (Fee-Simple Townhome) 

 MHP  (Mobile Home Park) 

 RM-8  (8 units per acre) 

 RM-12  (12 units per acre) 

 RM-16  (16 units per acre) 

 

Student Housing 
 

 PBSH  (Purpose Built Student Housing) 

 

Mixed-Use Developments 
 

 CBD (Central Business District) 

 PVC (Planned Village Community) 

 UVC (Urban Village Commercial) 

Source: U.S. Census Bureau, American Community Survey, 2010 & 2019 
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2010 2019 

Ten to Nineteen Units 

Five to Nine Units 

Three or Four Units 

Two Units 

Single-Family Attached 

Single-Family Detached 

Mobile Home 

Fifty or More Units 

Twenty to Forty-Nine Units 

Type of Development 

Source: City of Kennesaw Unified Development Code 

59% 
57% 

15% 

15% 
10% 

9% 

2% 

7% 
2% 
4% 6% 

3% 
4% 

1% 
1% 

4% 

0% 
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Kennesaw is located in north Cobb County 

along the Interstate-75 (I-75) and US Highway

-41 (Cobb Parkway) corridors. These major 

transportation routes provide connections for 

residents and businesses to connect to the 

interstate system and Hartsfield-Jackson 

Atlanta International Airport, which allows for 

connections across the United States and the 

world. However, transportation is a concern 

among residents. 

Traffic and job accessibility are major issues. 

13,280 people commute into the City of 

Kennesaw for work each day. Seven-hundred-

and-forty people live and work in Kennesaw 

while 13,606 people commute out of Kennesaw 

to work. Most residents work along the I-75 

corridor south to Downtown Atlanta or in 

other metro Atlanta employment centers, such 

as Buckhead, Perimeter or the Georgia State 

Route 400 Corridor.  

 

 

The vast majority of in-and-out-commuters 

drive, which places a huge strain on the 

existing road network. This is particularly 

important as public transportation is limited. 

Of the working age residents, 78% use a car to 

get to work each day, down from 92% in the 

2017 plan. In addition, 10% of residents carpool, 

1% use public transportation, 7% work from 

home and another 3% use alternative modes 

of transportation, such as walking or biking to 

get to work. Commute times to work for 

Kennesaw residents vary: 17% of residents 

travel under 15 minutes, 26% travel 15 to 29 

minutes, 25% travel 30 to 44 minutes, 12%

travel 45 to 59 minutes and 20% travel over 60 

minutes. 

 

Northbound Interstate-75 & Interstate-575 Split 
Source: Google Maps 

Transportation 
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Transportation Data 

Traffic Flow by Number of People 

Commute into Kennesaw 

Source: LEHD Origin Destination Employment Statistics, 2018 

Transportation Modes 

Live and work in 
Kennesaw 

Commute out of Kennesaw 

13,280 

Source: U.S. Census Bureau, American Community Survey, 2018 

740 

13,606 

Percentage of Riders 

Drive alone 

Car pool 

Public Transportation 

Work from home 

Other modes 

78% 

1% 
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Trail Connectivity           

Regional Trail System Vision 

At the open houses, residents expressed a 

desire for more trail connections to key 

destinations within the city, such as downtown 

and Kennesaw State University, to encourage 

pedestrian traffic between those areas. There 

are proposed trails that are currently building 

that connection. At the regional level, the 

Atlanta Regional Commission has identified 

the need for a Northwest trail connection that 

would go through the City of Kennesaw.  

This connection would connect Kennesaw to 

the Silver Comet Trail and the Atlanta Beltline 

and be part of a larger regional trail network. 

This concept will need further study, but it will 

have an impact on the city. The Cobb County 

Department of Transportation has initiated a 

Greenways and Trails Master Plan process to 

help determine priorities for future trails 

throughout the county. 

 

Source: atlantaregional.org 

    Confluence areas             Existing     Proposed           Interstates            Highways  Counties 
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Economy 
 

Job growth in Kennesaw has been strong and 

has outpaced the Metropolitan Atlanta Region. 

Between 2010 and 2020, the City’s job base 

increased from 54,516 to 71,781 jobs, a growth 

rate of nearly 32%. The employment base of 

the City is made up of small- and medium-

sized businesses in a variety of sectors, 

including transportation, warehousing and 

manufacturing. The largest industries located 

in Kennesaw is retail trade, accommodation 

and food services and manufacturing.  

What do Kennesaw resident’s do for work? The 

largest industries that employ City residents 

are retail, healthcare and accommodation and 

food services. 

 

Kennesaw is a nearly balanced white- and 

blue-collar employment market. The five 

largest industries in the City have 

concentrations of both highly-skilled white-

collar jobs and lower-skilled blue-collar jobs, 

constituting almost 50% of the City’s total 

employment base. 

Source: aerialinnovations.com 

7575 Cobb International Boulevard 
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Economic Data 

Employment Opportunities in Kennesaw by Industry  

Source: LEHD Origin Destination Employment Statistics 

What Do Residents Do for Work by Industry 

Source: LEHD Origin Destination Employment Statistics  
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 Broadband Availability                           Key Explanation 

The map on page 39 shows that the City of 

Kennesaw is well served by access to 

broadband. Although being well served for 

minimal needs, a lack of broadband 

infrastructure to serve future technologies 

was indicated by the Steering Committee and 

the public. The area identified as unserved on 

page 39 is the Kennesaw City Cemetery. 

The community stressed the importance of 

addressing future needs. The City is 

investigating both the Georgia Broadband 

Ready Community Designation and the Georgia 

Broadband Site Designation. The City will work 

with carriers and other partners to address 

this need to remain competitive in the region.  

 

The Georgia Broadband Map project represents a 

location-level methodology that precisely maps 

the availability of broadband services to every 

home and business in the state, which includes 

all 159 counties. 

The map is created by overlaying: (1) all the 

locations of homes and businesses in the State of 

Georgia and (2) broadband provider service 

availability for those locations within the state. 

Broadband services are defined by the state as a 

minimum of 25 megabits per second (Mbps) 

down and 3 Mbps up in speed. When 20% of 

homes and businesses in a census block cannot 

subscribe to these services, the entire census 

block is deemed unserved.  

 

Pedestrian Tunnel at Depot Park 
38 
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Cultural Resources 
The City of Kennesaw has three National 

Register Sites and five National Register 

Historic Districts (NRHD). Redevelopment 

within these areas can be eligible for tax 

credits if the development restores a 

contributing resource to those historic 

districts. Promotion of these tax credits can 

work to save the historic character of 

Kennesaw. 
 

National Register Historic Districts 
 

In 2019, New South Associates (NSA) 

completed the Survey and Evaluation of the 

Kennesaw National Register Districts.  One-

hundred-and-fifty-seven resources were 

identified within the five listed districts. Each 

was then determined to be contributing or  

non-contributing based on its date of 

construction, integrity and significance. Of the 

157 resources assessed, 94 were determined 

to be contributing or potentially contributing. 

NSA proposes that these five separate 

districts be combined into a single historic 

district that would include the historically 

significant resources in the City of Kennesaw 

within a new NRHD boundary.  

In addition to adding the Kennesaw City 

Cemetery, it is recommended that the new 

district include two mid-twentieth century 

neighborhoods that are adjacent to the 

existing district boundaries in order to 

document community development in 

Kennesaw in the twentieth century. 

 

Cherokee Street Historic District 
40 
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HISTORICAL STRUCTURES 

Big Shanty District 

2829 Cherokee St. - Southern Museum (2003) 

2839 Dallas St. - J.W. McClesky House (1908) 

2529 J.O. Stephenson Ave. - Big Shanty Spring 

2250 J.O. Stephenson Ave. - York House (1890) 

2259 Lewis St. - W.P. Giles House (1914) 

2305 Lewis St. - S.J. Baldwin House (1904) 

2891 Lewis St. - Stanley/Lewis House (1889) 

2927 Lewis St. - Hull-Hilderbrand House (1913) 

2926 Lewis St. - Brooks-West House (1926) 

2831 S Main St. - Wilbanks House (1900) 

2839 S Main St. - Dr. J.W. Ellis House (1933) 

2843 S Main St. - Hill Store Building (1880) 

2871 N Main St. - E.R. Wooten Building (1946) 

2879 N Main St. - Kennesaw State Bank (1908) 

2881 N Main St. - J.G. Lewis Building (1903-04)  

2908 Moon Station Rd. - S.J. Ellis House (1911) 

2921 Moon Station Rd. - Willis McMullen (before 1883) 

2933 Moon Station Rd. - J.W. Bennett House (1883) 

2934 Moon Station Rd. - Harrington-Benson (1910) 

2950 Moon Station Rd. - Calvin N. Price House (1885) 

2951 Moon Station Rd. - L.P. Whitfield (1900-08) 

2962 Moon Station Rd. - William Bennett (1900) 

2974 Moon Station Rd. - G.W. Prichard House (1901) 

Camp McDonald District 

West of Dallas Street/South of N Main Street Camp 

McDonald Historic Site (1861-1862) 

 

 

Cherokee Street District 
 

2822 Cherokee St. - Railroad Depot (1908) 

2838 Cherokee St. - B.H. Carrie House (1890) 

2839 Cherokee St. - Holland-Gatlin House (1896) 

2839 Cherokee St. - Gibson-Chalker House (1849) 

2886 Cherokee St. - J.T. Carrie House (1883) 

2870 Cherokee St. - Carrie House (1870) 

2871 Cherokee St. - United Methodist (1881) 

2871 Cherokee St. - W.T. Gatlin House (1900) 

2904 Cherokee St. - Mashburn-Sims House (1880) 

2905 Cherokee St. - J.V. Smith House (1860) 

2913 Cherokee St. - E.M. Kendrick House (1887) 

2921 Cherokee St. - Mrs. Gibson House (1889) 

2927 Cherokee St. - F.T. Gibson House (1887) 

2950 Cherokee St. - Various 

2985 Cherokee St. - S. Dewey Galt House (1890) 

3007 Cherokee St. - R.M. Grambling House (1880) 

3008 Cherokee St. - Galt House (1864) 

3045 Cherokee St. - J.T. Chalker House (1907) 

3059 Cherokee St. - Will B. Winn House (1906) 

3076 Cherokee St. - Hildebrand House (1887) 

2881 Shirley Dr. - Springfield House (1892) 
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North Main Street District 

2940 Dallas St. - Eidson House (1895) 

2971 N Main St. - W.B. Adams House (1907) 

2972 N Main St. - G.C. Scroggs House (1930) 

2975 N Main St. - Thompson-Wooten House (1920) 

2976 N Main St. - McRea House (1902) 

2981 N Main St. - G.R. Skelton House (1908) 

2982 N Main St. - J.V. Smith House (1907) 

2985 N Main St. - W.H. Weeks House (1916) 

2986 N Main St. - Mrs. M.V. Skelton House (1905) 

2990 N Main St. - J.R. Skelton House (1909) 

2996 N Main St. - E.M. Skelton House (1902) 

3000 N Main St. - John E. Cagle House (1906) 

3001 N Main St. - James Pyron House (1908) 

3002 N Main St. - I.S. Morgan House (1903) 

3007 N Main St. - Charles F. Morgan House (1895) 

3031 N Main St. - Robertson House (1951) 

 

 

 

Summers Street District 

Source: Fort Mountain Preservation Services (2004) 

0 Cemetery St. - Kennesaw Cemetery (1863) 

6997 Keene St. - Kennesaw School (1938) 

2676 Summers St. - Hill Manor House (1900) 

2689 Summers St. - Burrell House (1898-1908) 

2695 Summers St. - C.S. Baldwin House (1908) 

2701 Summers St. - E.E. Keen House (1949) 

2731 Summers St. - H.M. Gatlin House (1886) 

2741 Summers St. - Butler House (1908) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Legend 
 

White = still standing (year built) 

Yellow = demolished (year built) 
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Protecting Our Cultural Resources 
Investing in the past can produce financial 

benefits. Historic preservation is a 

developmental strategy, providing one of the 

best methods available to accomplish 

revitalization and development in cities and 

towns (Fogerty 1982). 

During both open houses, people who 

participated in the historic preservation exercise 

showed overwhelming support in protecting 

Kennesaw’s cultural and historic resources. 

Real progress in revitalization begins when a 

community identifies with its historic 

architecture and with the concept of historic 

preservation as a developmental strategy 

(Fogerty 1982).  

The City of Kennesaw and developers who wish 

to participate within the Historic Central 

Business District area should seek out 

preservation programs, projects and 

development strategies that tie its historic 

architecture with economic opportunities 

inherent in the historic building stock. 

Any new development proposal or existing 

exterior improvements within the five historic 

districts must be reviewed by the Kennesaw 

Historic Preservation Commission using the 

Kennesaw Historic Design Standards as adopted 

in 2006. 

 

What is Historic Preservation? 
 

Historic preservation is place making through 

identification, evaluation and conservation of 

components of the built environment that 

convey historic significance for the enjoyment 

and education of the community now and in the 

future. Apotheos Roastery & The 1808 

Kennesaw Methodist Church 
Source: Rick Kienel 
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City Cemetery 
The Kennesaw City Cemetery is located in the 

southeastern portion of the Camp McDonald 

District. It is the oldest cemetery in Kennesaw 

and is the most intact historic site that 

represents the full span of the City’s history 

from early development as Big Shanty, through 

the Civil War and Camp McDonald and finally to 

the City of Kennesaw in the late nineteenth and 

twentieth centuries. As a municipal cemetery, 

its burials include many prominent members of 

Kennesaw, including former mayors, business 

owners and founding families. It continues to be 

used by many of the same families today. The 

date the Kennesaw Cemetery was established 

is not known, but the earliest known burial is 

the infant Lucius B. Summers in 1863. There are 

three other graves from the 1860s and three 

from the 1870s when the town was known as 

Big Shanty. There are a number of unmarked 

graves in the old Section of the cemetery that 

may date to this period as well. The cemetery 

has been in continuous use from the mid-

nineteenth century to the present with several 

sections added over this span. The Kennesaw 

City Cemetery is currently under preliminary 

evaluation for inclusion on the National Register 

of Historic Places. 
 

Private Cemeteries 
 

In addition to the City’s cemetery, there are four 

private cemeteries located within Kennesaw’s 

jurisdiction and known as: 

 Cherokee Street Cemetery 

 Henderson Cemetery 

 Pineridge Memorial Park 

 Sardis Missionary Baptist Church Cemetery 

Kennesaw City Cemetery 

Sardis Missionary Baptist Church 
Cemetery 
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Recent Developments 

 

01. Trackside Grill 

02. Revival on Main 

02a. Bernie’s 

02b. Honeysuckle Biscuits & Bakery 

02c. Gus’s Fried Chicken 

03. City Hall Plaza 

04. Cheese Burger Bobby’s 

05. The Nest 

06. Burger Fi 

07. Lazy Guy Distillery 

08. Fullers Chase (Phase 1) 

09. Kennesaw Regional Stormwater 

Management Facility 

10. Keller Williams 

11. Hill Manor 

12a. Depot Park Plaza 

12b. Southern Museum (ADA Accessible Route) 

16. Terraces at Depot Park 

17. Gateway Park 

18. Apotheos Roastery & The 1808 

21. Fullers Chase (Phase 2) 

27. The Enclave at Depot Park 

29. Shared Parking Agreement 

31. Horned Owl Brewery 

32. Dallas Street/Watts Drive Road Project 

Future Developments 

 

12. Depot Park 

13. Lewis House (Phase 1 - Multi-Family) 

14. Lewis House (Phase 2 - Commercial) 

15. Camp McDonald Park 

19. Prichard Park 

20. City Cemetery Upgrades 

22. Galt Commons 

23. Sanctuary Companies 

24. Future Development 

25. Core Property Capital Project (Phase 1) 

26. Adams Park Indoor Recreation Center 

28. Potential Shared Parking Agreement 

30. Lazy Labrador Coffee 

33. Redevelopment of Former Budgetel Hotel Site 

34. Core Property Capital Project (Phase 2) 

DOWNTOWN DEVELOPMENT MAP LEGEND 

Source: Croy Engineering (2020) 
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Downtown Kennesaw 

Downtown Kennesaw, or the Central Business 

District, is the heart and epicenter of the city. One 

can access downtown through many corridors, 

such as Main Street/Old 41 Highway, Watts Drive, 

Cherokee Street, Big Shanty Drive and Moon 

Station Road. The City’s origins started within this 

area, and downtown is still home to many historic 

homes, buildings and businesses. 

Downtown has seen many changes over the last 

135 years but remains the same through its 

historical legacy which still remains the same. 

Some historic buildings have disappeared, but 

many are still standing, active and thriving. 

Evidence of this can be seen through infill 

development of dilapidated or forgotten historic 

homes turned into beautiful bustling businesses. 

One can walk down Main Street or Cherokee 

Street and grab a bite to eat or go shopping in 

one of the City’s local mom-and-pop shops. 

The downtown district has been able to stay 

successful for numerous reasons. One reason is 

because the community has embraced downtown 

and wants to see it flourish. Another reason is 

zoning. The Central Business District (CBD) 

zoning district allows for flexibility in uses 

whether single-family, multi-family, commercial 

or institutional. The CBD zoning district also 

allows building standards that are site driven 

with zero setback lines. In addition to the 

downtown zoning designation, the downtown 

district is also overlaid with an Entertainment 

District, which allows for people to carry open 

containers within the confines of the adopted City 

Ordinance (ORD #2019-01 & #2019-09). Downtown 

Kennesaw also contains acres of greenspace, 

cultural centers, public parking and numerous 

places for family-friendly fun for people of all 

ages.  

Frozen Cow 

 

Lazy Guy Distillery 
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Cultural Resources 

Southern Museum of Civil War and 
Locomotive History (A Smithsonian 
Affiliate) 
 

As a prestigious Smithsonian Affiliations 

member, the Southern Museum is an inclusive 

institution devoted to history and education. 

The museum provides a quality experience 

that fosters conversation about the strategic 

and economic use of railroads during and after 

the Civil War. It seeks to inspire and enrich 

people of all ages and backgrounds through 

knowledge sharing and open dialogue. The 

Southern Museum is home to the General 

locomotive, made famous during the Civil 

War’s Great Locomotive Chase of 1862.  
 

Smith-Gilbert Gardens 
 

As the City of Kennesaw botanical garden, the 

mission of Smith-Gilbert Gardens is to serve as 

a resource for conservation, education and the 

enjoyment of horticulture, fine arts and historic 

preservation. Smith-Gilbert Gardens is 

seventeen acres of serene beauty with 

thousands of plants - several rare in American 

gardens. With a variety of plantings, the Hiram 

Butler Home (ca. 1880) and art sculptures, the 

Gardens has something for everyone.   
 

Archaeological Sites 
 

There are two recorded archaeological sites 

within the downtown area. The first site is 

located in the Camp McDonald Historic District 

and is a partial trench that dates to the main 

occupation period of Camp McDonald. The 

second site is located in the Big Shanty Historic 

District and is potentially the location of the Lacy 

Hotel, which was burned down by General 

William Sherman in 1864. 

Smith-Gilbert Gardens 

The General 
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Natural Resources 

Regional Watersheds 
 

A watershed is an area of land that drains into a 

local stream system or waterway. Four 

watersheds serve the City and are known as 

Butler Creek, Clark Creek, Lower Noonday Creek 

and Upper Noonday Creek. A fifth watershed can 

be found just outside of the city’s jurisdiction to 

the southwest and can be seen on page 52. The 

watershed that encompasses the majority of the 

City is Butler Creek with the second largest 

being the Upper Noonday Creek. The boundary 

line for these two major watersheds runs along 

Cherokee Street and Kennesaw Due West Road. 
 

Streams & Creeks 
 

Both the State of Georgia and City of Kennesaw 

have protection buffers along all streams and 

creeks. The state regulates that development 

cannot occur within 25-feet from the top of the 

stream bank out horizontally. City code contains 

two buffers: one 50-foot buffer from the top of 

the stream bank out horizontally and an 

additional 25-foot buffer from the beginning of 

the first 50-foot buffer. No development may 

encroach within these buffers without a proven 

and justified hardship. Streams should be 

reserved for passive recreational amenities, 

such as greenspace and trails. Streams should 

accompany pathways to allow for connectivity 

for pedestrians and bicyclists throughout the 

City. Development should not occur within these 

buffers. Below is a list of streams found within 

the City:  

Lake Allatoona 
Source: www.neef.org 

Proctor Creek at Fairfax Park 

 Butler Creek 

 Noonday Creek 

 Proctor Creek 

 Tate Creek 

 Tanyard Creek 
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CITY PARKS & PUBLIC SPACES 

Park or Facility 

Name 

                   

Address 

Community Parks 

1. Adams 33 X X   X  X   X X X  X X  X  2600 Park Drive 

2. Depot 4.5   X X   X   X  X  X     2820 Cherokee Street 

3. Swift-Cantrell 42    X   X X X X X X X X X X X X 3140 Old 41 Highway 

Neighborhood Parks 

4. Butler Ridge 0.5          X X X X X     4020 Wellcrest Drive 

5. City Hall 0.5    X          X     2529 J.O. Stephenson Ave. 

6. Deerfield 5      X X   X X X  X     2401 Deerfield Drive 

7. Fairfax 2          X X X X X     2253 Bayswater Drive 

8. Kennesaw Station 0.2          X X X  X     3506 Lee Court 

9. McCollum 0.5          X X X  X     McCollum Parkway 

10. Butler Creek 4.5            x  x     7100 Woodland Place 

11. Shillings .25          X X X X X     2869 Shillings Chase Court 

12. Tara 0.5      X    X  X  X     2095 Twelve Oaks Circle 

13. Terry Lane 0.5          X X X       3530 Terry Lane 

14. Winchester 

Forest 
1.2      X X   X X X X X     2126 Lindley Lane 

15. Woodland 3.5                   2568 Dobbs Drive 

16. Wrens Ridge 0.5          X X X X X     4040 Wrens Way 

Special Use Areas 

17. City Hall - Spring 0.5    X          X     2529 J.O. Stephenson Ave. 

18. Commemorative 0.5    X          X     2870 North Main Street 

19. Smith-Gilbert 

Gardens 
17    X   X     X  X     2382 Pine Mountain Road 

Indoor Facilities 

20. Ben Robertson 2    X           X  X  2753 Watts Drive 

21. Recreation 

Center 
1.5      X X        X  X  2737 Watts Drive 
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Natural Resources 

Community Parks 
 

Adams Park 
 

Adams Park is a 33 acre community park located 

near the intersection of Watts Drive and US-41/

Cobb Parkway at 2600 Park Drive. This park 

offers a unique blend of active and passive 

recreation. Adams Park is the home of the Ben 

Robertson Community Center and the Recreation 

Center. 
 

Depot Park 
 

Depot Park is located in downtown Kennesaw at 

2828 Cherokee Street, across from the Southern 

Museum of Civil War and Locomotive History. 

The park serves as the backdrop for many city 

events, provides passive recreation to residents 

and welcomes visitors to our historic 

community. 
 

Swift-Cantrell Park 
 

Swift-Cantrell Park is located at 3140 Old 41 

Highway and serves as one of the premier 

recreation, relaxation and central gathering 

places for area residents. Park hours of 

operation are from 6 A.M. to 10 P.M. At 42 acres, 

Swift-Cantrell Park is the City of Kennesaw’s 

largest community park. 
 

Neighborhood Parks 
 

In addition to Kennesaw’s three community 

parks, several smaller parks serve residents 

within various neighborhoods throughout the 

City. These 13 parks provide a daily recreational 

option for the community. Active amenities 

include playgrounds, basketball courts, open 

space and free play areas. A complete list of 

these parks can be found on page 53. Swift-Cantrell Park Skate Park 

Adams Park Baseball Fields 
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Engaging the Community        Interactive Work Stations 
The City of Kennesaw and planning team 

designed several communication tools and 

activities to ensure that meaningful community 

input would form the backbone of this plan. A 

steering committee convened to oversee the 

process and was the main instrument for 

guiding development of the plan.  

Steering committee members played a key 

role in the Comprehensive Plan preparation 

process in that they provided plan oversight 

and input. At each phase of the planning 

process, they provided the planning team with 

a valuable perspective that helped refine the 

comprehensive planning process.  
 

Engagement Meetings 
 

Open houses were held in-person on February 

9, 2022 and February 24, 2022, and hosted over 

forty residents, officials, stakeholders and 

staff. Participants shared feedback on what 

they imagined for the future of the city. In 

addition to the in-person activities, interested 

parties were able to watch the presentation 

and view the interactive work stations via 

Facebook Live. The open houses provided an 

opportunity for the public-at-large to 

participate in interactive planning activities 

that speak to the values and needs of the City 

of Kennesaw.  

ARC and Kennesaw staff members provided a 

brief presentation to start the meeting 

outlining demographic information, asked 

three poll questions during the presentation 

and assisted attendees in participating in 

seven interactive stations. Each station had a 

topic and set of instructions on how to 

participate. A full report of all the responses is 

included in the appendix, including the 

instructions for each station.  

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Exercise #1:  

Assets and Challenges Map 
 

Participants were asked to use a green dot to 

identify assets and a red dot to identify 

challenges in the community .  

Outcome: Transportation safety, including 

bicycle and pedestrian, were identified as 

challenges while parks, museums and the 

Smith-Gilbert Gardens were identified as 

assets.  
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Exercise #2:  

Future Land Use Map (FLUM) 
 

Part 1: Participants were asked to identify any 

areas they would like to see change by using 

Post-It notes and markers. 

Part 2: Regarding the proposed changes that 

planning staff made to the FLUM, participants 

were asked to make comments on the proposed 

changes.  

Outcome: There was support for the FLUM 

proposed changes. There was concern over 

industrial land near Swift Cantrell Park and an 

interest in annexing land near KSU.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

Exercise #3:  

Parks and Trails Map 
 

Participants were asked to use a green dot to 

identify parks and trails that they like, use a 

yellow dot to indicate parks and/or trails that 

they would like to see expanded, use a blue 

dot to identify areas that they would like to see 

a new park and use an orange dot for areas 

they would like to see new trails.  

Outcome: Overall, the community supports all 

parks and trails. There is an interest in further 

connecting to Cobb County trails and 

expanding park options.  

Interactive Work Stations 
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This is 
relevant Topics 

This is not 
relevant 

  Continue implementation of the 
Livable Centers Initiative) 

downtown master plan 

  

  Evaluate environmentally sensitive 
areas impacted by development 

  

  
Create a housing audit report  

  

  Continue strategies (through 
zoning) aimed at identification of 
preservation of existing stable 

housing and neighborhoods 
including preservation of historic 

properties 

  

  Continue marketing of downtown 
venues in cooperation with 

downtown merchants 

  

  Increase training of Traditional 
Neighborhood District and Smart 

Growth techniques for the 
Kennesaw Planning Commission  

  

  
Re-evaluate Trail Master Plan 

  

  
Annual review of Unified 

Development Code   

  

  Strengthen enforcement of housing 
codes to revitalize neighborhoods 

  

  Additional amendment to 
sustainability policy   

  

  
Re-evaluate housing inventory city-

wide and occupancy rate 

  

  
Review Strategic Growth Plan with 
Planning and Zoning Department 

  

  
Review Historic Preservation 

Guidelines  

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Exercise #4:  

Do-It-Yourself City Budgeting  
 

Participants prioritized where they would like 

the City to make investments in the future. 

Each participant was given a pack of “general 

fund money” to spend on nine different 

priorities. Each money packet included one bill 

of each of the following denominations: $1, $5, 

$10, $20, $50 and $100.  

Outcome: Economic Development and 

Transportation received the most funding 

although all categories received funds.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Exercise #5:  

Community Work Program 

Participants were asked to use blue dots to 

indicate their top five priorities, green dots to 

indicate projects they still find relevant and red 

dots to identify projects they no longer find 

relevant.  

Outcome: There was overall support for the 

specific work programs/projects listed.  

 

 

 

Interactive Work Stations 

Art and Culture 

Code Enforcement 

Economic Development 

City Events 

Natural/Cultural Resources 

 

 

Parks 

Public Safety 

Public Works 

Transportation 

City Departments/Expenditures List: 

Department 
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Exercise #6:  

Transportation Map 
 

Participants were asked to identify existing 

conditions and opportunities using color coded 

dots.  

Outcome: Various intersections were identified 

as being dangerous, and the need for safe 

bicycle and pedestrian connectively and 

amenities was expressed.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

Exercise #7:  

Historic Preservation Map 
 

Part I: Participants were asked, “is it appropriate 

to remove historic resources from the historic 

district for redevelopment?”  

Part II: Participants were asked to identify 

historic resources/areas that need to be 

protected with green dots and historic 

resources/areas that do not need to be protected 

with red dots.  

Outcome: Many resources were identified that 

needed to be protected. Staff produced a list of 

these resources located in the meeting summary 

in the appendix.  

Interactive Work Stations 
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Comprehensive Plan Website 

The planning team assembled a dedicated 

comprehensive planning website, called Public 

Input. Participants who used the website could 

take an online survey, view the project 

timeline including open house and steering 

committee meeting details as well as 

download pertinent files such as meeting 

agendas, meeting minutes and project 

documents. The City of Kennesaw also had a 

landing page solely dedicated to directing any 

persons who visited the City’s website access 

to participate within the Public Input platform.  

Additionally, the planning team came up with 

clever public participation advertising 

strategies, including installing yard signs in all 

municipal facilities and parks, passing out 

postcards and flyers to most area businesses, 

creating display ads within the local 

newspaper known as the Marietta Daily 

Journal, displaying an advertisement on the 

City’s two gateway light-emitting diode (LED) 

screens as well as having a full display ad on 

an LED billboard on Cobb Parkway. The 

aforementioned advertisements informed the 

community of how to access the Public Input 

page as well as the details of the open house 

meetings.  

Needless to say, public participation was a 

success. A total of three-hundred-and-twelve 

people took the online survey with over 2,800 

views on the public input website page. A full 

report regarding the online survey results is 

available within the appendix.  

Why do you visit Downtown Kennesaw? 

Restaurants 

Government Services 

Entertainment/Nightlife 

Business/Banking 

Other 75% 

2% 

Source: Survey results from www.publicinput.com  
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Online Survey Results 

Rate the City’s Quality of Life Rank the City’s Housing Needs 

Rank the City’s Transportation System 

Source: Survey results from www.publicinput.com  

Source: Survey results from www.publicinput.com     Source: Survey results from www.publicinput.com  

 

Need   

More 

Have the 

Right 

Amount 

Need    

Less 

Affordable 

Housing 
23% 41% 36% 

Senior 

Housing 
14% 46% 40% 

Mixed-Income 21% 46% 33% 

Single-Family 48% 39% 13% 

Multi-Family 13% 31% 56% 

 

Poor 

Below 

Average Adequate Good Excellent No Opinion 

Traffic Safety 17% 28% 32% 10% 3% 10% 

Traffic Congestion 38% 32% 22% 7% - 1% 

Road Conditions 12% 18% 43% 23% 4% - 

Pedestrian and Bicycle 

Safety 
34% 33% 18% 8% 3% 4% 

Public Transportation 47% 20% 9% 3% 3% 18% 
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2022 Comprehensive Plan Goals      Kennesaw’s Assets 
The City of Kennesaw is a diverse and forward

-looking community engaged in shaping its 

own future. The residents, employees and 

businesses of Kennesaw are working to 

capitalize on the qualities and values that have 

made it a successful community. 
 

Planning for Success 
 

To be a successful community, Kennesaw will: 

 Create great public spaces and 

thoroughfares with well-balanced, fiscally-

sound infrastructure investments. 

 Work to ensure existing business and retail 

vitality while expanding the economy with 

community partners. 

 Preserve the City’s hometown atmosphere 

while growing the economy and population 

through impactful redevelopment within 

the downtown and along major corridors. 

As the City of Kennesaw moves forward in 

implementing the Comprehensive Plan, these 

goals should be monitored to ensure that they 

are still relevant to the City. 

Through data analysis and public engagement, 

the following assets and challenges were 

identified. In no particular order, the following 

assets, which are viewed as opportunities, and 

challenges, referred to also as needs, shall be 

monitored as the Comprehensive Plan moves 

forward in implementation. 

 

Kennesaw’s Cultural Institutions 
 

The public overwhelmingly supports the 

existing museum, botanical garden and parks 

as an integral part of the quality of life in the 

City of Kennesaw.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Asset #1:  

Downtown 
 

During the public process, downtown was 

identified as an asset and a challenge. The City of 

Kennesaw’s Livable Centers Initiative plan 

depicts the future concept and vision for a 

thriving downtown village district. This village 

district promotes a healthy live/work/play 

environment for a multi-generational community, 

while capitalizing on the small town historic 

character and charm of Kennesaw. This plan is 

the guiding document for the downtown area. 

Another key plan is the Depot Park Master Plan.  

A 2020 map showing proposed projects in 

downtown Kennesaw can be seen on page 47. 

The City should refer to those plans for 

development and capital project planning within 

the downtown area.  
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Kennesaw’s Assets 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

Asset #2:  

Southern Museum of Civil War 
and Locomotive History 
 

Address: 2829 Cherokee Street 

The Southern Museum contains a collection of 

artifacts and relics from the Civil War. The 

museum also has a robust locomotive exhibit 

and is home to the General. 
 

 

Museum Events: 

 Homeschool Workshop Series 

 Mommy & Me 

 Sensory Friendly Afternoon 

 Southern Spirits 

 Trains, Trains, Trains! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Asset #3:  

Smith-Gilbert Gardens 
 

Address:  2382 Pine Mountain Road  

The Smith-Gilbert Gardens contains a wide 

variety of plantings, the historic Hiram Butler 

Home (c. 1880) and 31 sculptures. The mission of 

the Gardens is to serve as a resource for 

conservation, education and the enjoyment of 

horticulture, fine arts and historic preservation.  
 

 

Garden Events: 

 Art Blooms 

 Bonsai Study Group 

 Great Backyard Bird Count 

 Hummingbird Banding 

 Plant Sale 
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Kennesaw’s Assets 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

Asset #4:  

City Parks 
 

In addition to natural areas, walking trails, 

bicycle paths, athletic facilities, playgrounds 

and open spaces, the City also offers youth 

and adult recreation programs, including 

summer camp, art, athletics, fitness and 

general interest programs.  

 

 

Total Park Land Area 
 

 256 acres  
 

Community/Regional Parks 
 

 Adams Park 

 Depot Park 

 Swift-Cantrell Park 
 

Neighborhood Parks 
 

 Kennesaw has 13 neighborhood parks 

throughout the city. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Asset #5:  

City Events 
 

The variety of events hosted by the City of 

Kennesaw brings people together and supports 

local businesses. All departments and partners 

of the City should work together to continue this 

high-quality programing.  
 

 

Annual Events: 
 

 Big Shanty Festival 

 Bunny Breakfast 

 Day with Santa 

 Go Skateboarding Day 

 Outdoor Movie Series 

 Pigs & Peaches Festival  

 Salute to America (4th of July) Festival 

 Touch-A-Truck 

 Veterans Day Luncheon 
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Kennesaw’s Assets 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

Asset #6:  

Kennesaw State University 
 

Throughout this process, the planning team 

has heard about the importance of Kennesaw 

State University (KSU) to the City of 

Kennesaw. While not within the city limits, the 

effect of KSU, both positive and negative, 

provides the City of Kennesaw a resource 

that other cities within the Metro Atlanta 

region do not have. Leveraging partnerships 

and identifying ways to retain the talent that 

KSU brings to the city will bring future 

benefits. The City had its first collaboration 

meeting with KSU during the Comprehensive 

Plan process and added a bi-annual meeting 

with KSU to the community work plan portion 

of this plan. 
 

Estimated Enrollment in 2022: 

 43,000 students 

 Third largest university by enrollment 

in the State of Georgia 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Asset #7:  

Cobb County International Airport 
 

Address: 1723 McCollum Parkway 

The Cobb County International Airport, also 

known as Cobb County Airport, McCollum 

Airport, McCollum Field or RYY, is a public 

airport located immediately south of the City of 

Kennesaw. The airport is owned by Cobb 

County and is operated by the County’s 

Department of Transportation. The airport 

employs almost 185 people, has over 350 

aircraft based here, most being single-engine, 

had an annual economic impact of more than 

$43 million to the local economy and it is also 

designated as a weather station.  

McCollum Field is open to the public allowing 

access to view planes embarking and 

disembarking and boasts the one-of-a-kind 

Elevation Chophouse and Skybar. 

 

 

 

Source: John Farrish Source: www.kennesaw.edu 
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Kennesaw’s Challenges 

Challenge #1:  

Perception of Downtown 
 

Attendees at the public open houses and 

participants in stakeholder interviews described  

the challenge of attracting businesses to the 

downtown area because of some current tenants. 

As more commercial and residential tenants 

move to the downtown area, the perception 

should evolve.  
 

Challenge #2:  

Land Availability and Redevelopment 
 

As the City is mostly built out, new development  

will primarily be the redevelopment of existing 

properties. The challenge is to ensure that 

redevelopment happens in line with the character 

and feel of the City of Kennesaw.  
 

Challenge #3:  

Transportation Modes and Transit 
 

Transportation is a challenge that many   

communities face, and like those communities, 

transportation and transit were identified as 

challenges that the City of Kennesaw faces. It is 

important to note that the community is very 

concerned about dangerous areas and 

intersections for cars, but just as important, they 

would like to see bicycle and pedestrian 

amenities expanded and made safe for those that 

exist.  

Cobb County has prepared a countywide master 

transportation plan in coordination with its new 

comprehensive plan. The countywide plan fully 

addresses the road network serving the City of 

Kennesaw, and improvements recommended over 

the short-term and long-term are articulated in 

that plan. The City of Kennesaw should continue 

to participate in this planning activity.  

 

The J.G. Lewis Building (1903-04) 

Outdoor Dining 
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     Kennesaw’s Challenges 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Challenge #3: (continued) 

Transportation Modes and Transit  
 

Sidewalks and bicycle lanes are critical 

transportation infrastructure elements 

necessary for providing alternative travel options 

to automobile traffic.  

Providing connectivity to existing community 

facilities, such as schools, libraries and parks, is 

an important use of the pedestrian and bicycle 

network. Providing additional connectivity to 

planned transit facilities/routes and activity 

centers are another critical area to reduce the 

need for automobile travel. Because improved 

networks of sidewalks and bikeways can reduce 

the reliance on automobile travel, such 

improvements can expand capacity of the road 

network and improve the quality of life for the 

City’s residents.  

Transit availability was identified by the 

community as a need. While Cobb County has a 

transit system called CobbLinc, there are no 

stops within the City of Kennesaw. Attendees at 

the open houses expressed a desire to have a 

connection between downtown and Kennesaw 

State University as a way to increase patronage 

at downtown businesses.  
 

Challenge #4:  

City Boundaries 
 

The area within the Atlanta region called 

Kennesaw expands much larger than the actual 

city limits, and that makes it difficult for visitors, 

residents and businesses to understand the 

City’s true boundaries. To help foster a sense of 

place and a stronger community identity, 

stakeholders suggested that public art and 

wayfinding specific to the City of Kennesaw be 

created and installed.  

Town Center Community 
Improvement District (CID) 

Swift-Cantrell Park Walking Trail 
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Kennesaw’s Challenges 

Challenge #4: (continued) 

City Boundaries 
 

 

In addition, polls indicate that there is interest in 

annexation to the east of the City toward Kennesaw 

State University and Town Center Mall as well as to 

the north and south of the city.  
 

 

Challenge #5:  

Broadband Readiness 
 

While the City of Kennesaw is well served at the 

moment, current resources are only the minimum 

and will no longer be adequate for emerging 

technologies in the future. The question is not 

about if the City has access to broadband. The 

question is what are our speeds and what is our 

bandwidth capability to handle innovative and 

future technologies. In order to be a competitive 

city in the broadband arena, the City must develop 

an executable plan and apply for federal funding 

for this resource. The community has expressed 

interest in planning for future needs.  
 

Challenge #6:  

Housing (Inventory and Affordability) 
 

There has been an indication that there is a need 

for additional housing types but also a concern 

about either having enough or too much multi-

family and other non-single-family housing types. 

The City will be looking at exploring more 

affordable housing options that will allow for the 

local workforce, young professionals and college 

graduates opportunities to become first time 

homeowners. 

 

 

Broadband Infrastructure 

Village of Fullers Chase (Phase II) 

Source: www.riponadvance.com 
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FUTURE LAND USE 
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FUTURE LAND USE MAP 
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The Future Land Use Map is a general guide 

for the character of development within the 

City. A description of each category is provided 

below. Sample photos on the following pages 

show options of what may be appropriate in 

each category. New development should be 

monitored for its impact on water quality 

within the City and region.  
 

Category List 
 

 Regional Activity Center (RAC) 

 Community Activity Center (CAC) 

 Neighborhood Activity Center (NAC) 

 Downtown Activity Center (DAC) 

 Industrial (I) 

 Public Service/Institutional (PI) 

 Park/Recreation/Conservation (PRC) 

 Planned Unit Development (PUD) 

 Residential High (RH) 

 Residential Low/Medium (RL) 

 Transportation/Communications/Utilities 

(TCU) 
 

 

 

 

 

Activity Centers 
 

Activity Centers are areas of commercial, 

office and residential land uses. These are 

located along major transportation 

corridors. New development should reflect 

the character of the existing development 

within these areas.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Regional Activity Center (RAC) 
 

These are areas of large developments and  

serve as regional destinations for employment 

and retail. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Preparing for the Future          Future Land Use Map Categories 

Kennesaw Marketplace 
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Community Activity Center 
(CAC) 
 

These areas provide services to the 

community but are not as intense as the 

Regional Activity Center. 

 

Area Examples: 
 

 Cobb Parkway Commercial Corridor 

 Cherokee Street Commercial Corridor 

 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Neighborhood Activity Center 
(NAC) 
 

These areas provide services to small areas 

within the community. 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

Future Land Use Map Categories 

Stilesboro Crossing  Publix Center at Cobb Parkway 
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Downtown Activity Center (DAC) 
 

This area is the traditional downtown of 

Kennesaw. For this area, the City of Kennesaw 

completed a Liveable Centers Initiative plan 

study in 2015 that should be used as the 

guiding plan. 

 

Area Examples: 
 

 Historic Central Business District 

 

 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Industrial (I) 
 

These are areas intended for manufacturing 

facilities, processing plants, factories, 

warehousing and wholesale trade facilities. 

 

Future Land Use Map Categories 

Ernst Concrete 2825 South Main Street 
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Public Service/Institutional (PI) 
 

This category includes certain state, federal or 

local government uses and institutional land 

uses. Government uses include government 

building complexes, police and fire stations, 

libraries, prisons, post offices, schools, 

military installations, etc.  
 

Examples: 
 

 Churches 

 Cemeteries 

 Hospitals 

 Public/Private school 

 University/College 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

Park/Recreation/Conservation 
(PRC) 
 

This category is for land dedicated to active or 

passive recreational uses. These areas may be 

either publicly or privately owned and may 

include playgrounds, public parks, nature 

preserves, wildlife management areas, national 

forests, golf courses, recreation centers or 

similar uses. 
 

Examples: 
 

 Community parks 

 Community trails 

 Neighborhood parks 

 

 

Future Land Use Map Categories 

Deerfield Park Trail Text Deerfield Park Trail Shiloh United Methodist Church 
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Planned Unit Development (PUD) 
 

These are areas that are planned under a 

separate master plan.  
 

Recommendations: 
 

 Internal amenities 

 Walkable; connectivity to adjacent parcels 

 Conservation of natural resources 

 Percentage of housing dedicated to being 

affordable* 

 

 

* Affordable based on the definitions and 

standards provided by the United States Housing 

and Urban Development. 

 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Residential High (RH) 
 

These are areas of residential land uses within 

the City. This may be single-family or multi-

family housing. New development should 

reflect the character of the surrounding 

development. 
 

Recommendations: 
 

 Density: 4-16 units per acre 

 Internal amenities 

 Walkable; connectivity to adjacent parcels 

 Conservation of natural resources 

 Percentage of housing dedicated to being 

affordable* 

Future Land Use Map Categories 

Landings at Kennesaw Mountain Legacy Park 
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Residential Low/Medium (RL) 
 

These are areas of residential land uses within 

the City. This may be single-family or multi-

family housing. New development should 

reflect the character of the surrounding 

development. 
 

Recommendations: 
 

 Density: 1-4 units per acre 

 Internal amenities 

 Walkable; Connectivity to adjacent parcels 

 Conservation of natural resources 

 Percentage of housing dedicated to being 

affordable* 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Transportation/Communications/
Utilities (TCU) 
 

 

 

Areas of utilities (i.e., power line easements) and 

transportation (i.e., railways). 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

Future Land Use Map Categories 

CSX Railway Hedgewood at Ridenour 
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Kennesaw has evolved from a bedroom 

community located north from the City of 

Atlanta into a substantial employment center 

centrally located between Cobb Parkway and 

Interstate-75. As a built-out city, any new 

growth within the City will be redevelopment. 

Currently within the City, 86% of the City’s 

parcels are residential which is a challenge 

for any new development. According to the 

City’s property assessment database, the City 

has about 10,000,000 square feet of non-

residential building space.  

About 61% of this space (6.1 million square 

feet) is warehouse space. Industrial use 

accounts for nearly 12% of the commercial 

space found in the City. Most of the non-

residential development is located along Cobb 

and McCollum Parkways and is near the 

airport. There are currently firms utilizing this 

space for transportation, logistics and 

manufacturing activities. 

 

Current Land Use 

Source: Cobb County, Georgia Tax Assessor  

1% 

2% 
1% 

Total Square Feet of 
Commercial  

10,007,675 

Warehouse 

Industrial 

Lodging 

Retail 

Automotive 

Medical Office 

Office 

Percentage of Commercial Building Square Footage 
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The commercial office space inventory is 

generally limited when compared to the 

warehouse and industrial space. Commercial 

office accounts for only 8% of the total 

commercial land use. Offices are generally 

located in the downtown and along the major 

thoroughfares of Cobb Parkway, McCollum 

Parkway and Jiles Road.  

Approximately 15% of space in Kennesaw, or 

1.5 million square feet, is retail/service space 

concentrated in a few commercial nodes 

throughout the City but primarily along Cobb  

Parkway and in Downtown. As previously 

noted, there is a limited amount of 

undeveloped land left in Kennesaw which 

could be used for non-residential 

development. Therefore, any new non-

residential space will result in infill 

development or the complete redevelopment 

of existing parcels. Additionally, since the 

value of commercial properties has increased, 

specifically industrial property, it will be 

difficult to agglomerate parcels for potential 

redevelopments.  
 

Current Land Use 

Planned and Proposed Developments 
Several large-scale infill/redevelopment projects are under construction or are in the 

development pipeline. Each of them has some form of infill/redevelopment and are concentrated 

in downtown and include the following: 

Core Property Capital Project 
 

Core Property Capital proposes to develop along Summer Street, Keene Street, Burrell Court 

and Cobb Parkway a mixed-use concept, containing apartments, retail, restaurants and 

townhomes in two phases. The first phase will include 288 multifamily units at four stories, 

15,000 square feet of restaurant/retail and a 3,000-square-foot redevelopment of Lighthouse 

Baptist Church. The second phase will have up to 110 multi-family units and 20,000 square feet of 

first-floor commercial or 40,000 square feet of commercial.  

East Park Village 
 

This development will consist of 938 residential units, approximately 300,000 square feet of 

commercial, retail, and office space. A Village Green will be surrounded by restaurants, open 

markets, and residential living.  

TPA Residential Project 
 

Located at 2652 South Main Street, this mixed-use development project will consist of a 

minimum of 44 for-sale townhomes, 318 multi-family luxury apartment units, a multi-level 

parking deck, 5,000 to 10,000 square feet of commercial that wraps around the multi-level 

parking deck, an additional detached retail building with 10,000 to 25,000 square feet of 

commercial space, a southern extension of the City's existing Gateway Park along Main Street 

with interconnected trails and pedestrian connectivity.  
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Describing Kennesaw Areas 
In addition to the established Future Land Use 

Map categories, the City would like to further 

define an appropriate development 

atmosphere to ensure compatible and unified 

development within specified areas of the City.  
 

Commercial and Industrial Areas 
 

 Cherokee Street Commercial Corridor 

 Cobb International Industrial Corridor 

 Cobb Parkway Commercial Corridor 

 Historic Central Business District 

 Kennesaw Marketplace 

 McCollum Industrial Corridor 

 Moon Station Industrial Corridor 

 Ridenour 

 

These areas will be described over the next 

few pages. Concluding this chapter is a policy 

matrix which should be used for new 

development within each of the described 

areas. 
 

Residential Areas 
 

 Barrett and Old 41 

 Campus Living 

 East Pine Mountain Revitalization 

 In-Town Living 

 Jiles and Baker 

 Kennesaw Due West  

 North Cherokee 

 Swift-Cantrell 

 West Pine Mountain 

82 

Horned Owl Brewing 
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Commercial Area 

Cherokee Street  

Commercial Corridor 

The Cherokee Street Commercial Corridor is 

an approximately one-mile section of Wade 

Green Road and Cherokee Street extending 

from the Wade Green and I-75 Interchange 

south to Ben King Road. This corridor is 

comprised of neighborhood-compatible retail 

and office developments intermixed with 

residential and institutional land uses. South 

of the McCollum Parkway intersection, many 

of the office and retail uses occur in older 

homes that have been rezoned to allow 

commercial use. North of McCollum Parkway 

to the I-75 Interchange are several strip malls 

and free standing office developments. 

Sidewalks are frequently used by residents 

but are possibly undersized as Cherokee 

Street and its right-of-way narrow 

approaching Ben King Road. Parking is often 

limited to the front or side of the structure. 

Signage is generally more attractive and 

visible in the more recent strip developments 

north of McCollum Parkway. 
 

Future Land Use Categories 
 

 Commercial Activity Center (CAC) 

 Neighborhood Activity Center (NAC) 

 Public Service/Institutional (PI) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

Access Corridors 

 Ben King Road/Cherokee Street 

 Dobbins Drive/Cherokee Street 

 Jiles Road/Cherokee Street 

 Maple Drive/Cherokee Street 

 McCollum Parkway/Cherokee Street 

 Plantation Way/Cherokee Street 

 Shiloh Road/Cherokee Street 

 Smith Drive/Cherokee Street 

 Timberlake Road/Cherokee Street 

 Weeks Drive/Cherokee Street 

Cultural Resources 

 Cherokee Street Cemetery 
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Cherokee Street                        
Commercial Corridor 

Developments 

 3600 Cherokee Street 

 3655 Cherokee Street 

 3745 Cherokee Street 

 3940 Cherokee Street 

 4240 Jiles Road 

 

Parks 
 

 No City parks 
 

Streams/Ponds 
 

 Noonday Creek 

 Proctor Creek 

 Tate Creek 

Cherokee Street/Ben King Road 

Cherokee Street/Jiles Road 
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Industrial Area 

Cobb International 

Industrial Corridor 

The Cobb International Industrial area is 

located across from the McCollum Parkway 

and Cobb Parkway intersection. In general, 

this area is characterized by large 

manufacturing and distribution warehouses, 

as well as smaller retail and office warehouse 

operations. 

The overall area is strategically located near 

McCollum Airport and the CSX rail line. It also 

has direct access to Cobb Parkway and I-75 

via McCollum Parkway. Structures are 

generally metal buildings with brick or stone 

facades on the front and sides. Pedestrian 

access is limited due to the heavy traffic 

volume of the area. No sidewalk access is 

provided along this segment of Cobb Parkway 

or in the industrial park. 
 

Future Land Use Categories 
 

 Commercial Activity Center (CAC) 

 Industrial (I) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Access Corridors 

 Battle Drive/Cobb International Blvd 

 Cobb Center Drive/Cobb International Blvd 

 Cobb International Drive/Cobb 

International Blvd 

 Cobb International Place/Cobb 

International Blvd 

 N Cobb Parkway/Cobb International Blvd 

 Union Court/Cobb International Blvd 
 

Cultural Resources 

 No cultural resources   
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Cobb International                        
Industrial Corridor 

Developments 

 1000 Cobb International Blvd 

 1025 Cobb International Blvd 

 1300 Cobb International Blvd 

 1325 Cobb International Blvd 

 1610, 1620, 1630, 1634, 1640 Cobb 

International Blvd 

 2000 Cobb International Blvd 

 2010 Cobb International Blvd 

 2500 Cobb International Blvd 

 2575 Cobb International Blvd 

 2585 Cobb International Blvd 

 3000 Cobb International Blvd 

 3375 Cobb International Blvd 

 3600 Cobb International Blvd 

 3800 Cobb International Blvd 

 1025 Cobb International Place 

 1100 Cobb International Place  

 1150 Cobb International Place  

 1175 Cobb International Place  

 1000 Union Court  

 

Parks 
 

 No City parks 
 

Streams/Ponds 
 

 Butler Creek 

 Daniell Lake 

 Murray’s Lake 
Daniell Lake 

Cobb Industrial Blvd/N Cobb Parkway 
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Commercial Area 

Cobb Parkway                       

Commercial Corridor 

The Cobb Parkway Commercial Corridor is the 

most significant commercial corridor in 

Kennesaw. This approximately two-mile-long 

section of highway runs southeast to 

northwest through the lower third of the city 

limits. The corridor’s appearance and function 

has been affected by vacant structures or 

structures that are in disrepair. Generally, 

there are no unifying architectural features, 

gateways or impressionable spaces or 

buildings that identify this corridor with a 

unique sense of place that is characteristic of 

Kennesaw; however, several segments of this 

corridor show promise. 
 

Future Land Use Categories 
 

 Regional Activity Center (RAC) 

 Commercial Activity Center (CAC) 

 Industrial (I) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

Access Corridors 

 Cobb International Blvd/N Cobb Parkway 

 Jiles Road/North Cobb Parkway 

 Kennesaw Due West Road/N Cobb Parkway 

 Mack Dobbs Road/North Cobb Parkway 

 McCollum Parkway/North Cobb Parkway 

 Old 41 Highway/North Cobb Parkway 

 Pine Mountain Road/North Cobb Parkway 

 Rutledge Road/North Cobb Parkway 

 Summers Street/North Cobb Parkway 

 Watts Drive/North Cobb Parkway  

Cultural Resources 

 Charter School (3010 N Cobb Parkway) 

 Pine Ridge Memorial Cemetery 
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Cobb Parkway                             
Commercial Corridor 

Developments 

 2206 N Cobb Parkway 

 2500 N Cobb Parkway 

 2655 N Cobb Parkway 

 2680 N Cobb Parkway 

 2774 N Cobb Parkway 

 2851 N Cobb Parkway 

 2953 N Cobb Parkway  

 1650 N Roberts Road 

 2112 Old 41 Highway 

 6095 Pine Mountain Road 

 6110 Pine Mountain Road 

 

Parks 
 

 No City parks 
 

Streams/Ponds 
 

 Butler Creek 

 Kennesaw regional detention pond 

Mack Dobbs Road/N Cobb Parkway 

Jiles Road/N Cobb Parkway 
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Commercial/Residential Area 

Historic Central Business District  

The Historic CBD area includes the Central 

Business District, the five historic districts and 

the study area of the City’s Livable Centers 

Initiative (LCI). The area spans a distance 

along the northern edge of the Cobb Parkway 

Commercial Corridor from McCollum Parkway 

to near Jiles Road, northward to Matlock Drive 

on Moon Station Road, also northward to Pine 

Hill Drive on Cherokee Street and to South 

Main Street at McCollum Parkway. 

Currently, this area is composed of a mix of 

land uses, historical and cultural resources, 

businesses, homes and neighborhoods and 

architectural styles and elements. Overall, this 

area is in the process of revitalization and 

reinvestment. 
 

Future Land Use Categories 
 

 Downtown Activity Center (DAC) 

 Public Service/Institutional (PI) 

 Park/Recreation/Conservation (PRC) 

 Residential High (RH) 

 Residential Low (RL) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

Gateway Corridors 

 Cherokee Street/Pine Hill Drive 

 Moon Station Road/Matlock Drive 

 North Main Street 

 South Main Street/McCollum Parkway 

 Summers Street 

 Watts Drive/N Cobb Parkway   
 

Cultural Resources 

 Ben Robertson Community Center 

 Camp McDonald Park 

 City Cemetery 

 Historical Structures/Sites/Markers 

 Recreation Center 

 Southern Museum  
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Historic Central Business District 

Neighborhoods/Developments 

 Galt Commons 

 Prichard Park 

 Terraces at Depot Park 

 The Village of Fullers Chase 

 2891 Lewis Street (Multi-Family) 

 2720 South Main Street 

 2726 South Main Street (Multi-Family) 

 2764 South Main Street 

 2825 South Main Street (Mixed-Use) 

 2681 South Main Street (Mobile Home Park) 

 2689 South Main Street  

 

Parks 
 

 Adams Park 

 Depot Park 

 Gateway Park 

 Kennesaw community trail system 
 

Streams/Lakes 
 

 Butler Creek 

 Noonday Creek 

 Proctor Creek 

 Whispering Lake 

South Main Street/ Sardis Street 

Main Street 
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Commercial/Residential Area 

Kennesaw Marketplace 

This area is one of the newest areas within the 

city. Located along the southern part of the 

city, this character area is experiencing the 

most change. As other areas along Cobb 

Parkway redevelop, connections to this area 

are important to develop to lessen traffic 

impacts. As this area is still under 

construction, the future development pattern 

has not been set. 
 

Future Land Use Categories 
 

 Regional Activity Center (RAC) 

 Commercial Activity Center (CAC) 

 Residential High (RH) 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

Access Corridors 

 Crater Lake Drive/Ernest Barrett Parkway 

 Crater Lake Drive/N Cobb Parkway 

 Hood Parkway/Old 41 Highway 
 

Cultural Resources 

 Gateway to Kennesaw Mountain National 

Battlefield Park 
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Kennesaw Marketplace 

Developments 

 1570 Crater Lake Drive 

 1580 Crater Lake Drive 

 1300 Ernest Barrett Parkway 

 1450 Ernest Barrett Parkway 

 1490 Ernest Barrett Parkway 

 1650 N Cobb Parkway 

 1975 N Cobb Parkway  

 

Parks 
 

 Noonday Creek Trail access 
 

Streams/Lakes 
 

 Noonday Creek 

Barrett Parkway 

Barrett Parkway/N Cobb Parkway 
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Industrial Area 

McCollum Industrial Corridor 

The McCollum Parkway Industrial area is 

located along a one-mile section of McCollum 

Parkway from near Old Highway 41 east to Big 

Shanty Drive. There currently exists a broad 

mix of uses which are generally low to 

moderate in impact. Many of the structures 

have been built in the last ten to twenty years. 

Most of the structures are constructed metal 

buildings with brick or stone facades that face 

McCollum parkway. Access to McCollum 

Parkway is typically via individual driveways 

except for the small, light industrial 

operations located on Big Shanty Drive. The 

large, spacious parcels and lower impact 

businesses provide a transition buffer 

between McCollum Airport to the south and 

the In-Town Living character area directly to 

the north. 
 

Future Land Use Categories 
 

 Industrial (I) 

 Park/Recreation/Conservation (PRC) 

 Transportation/Communication/Utilities 

(TCU) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

Access Corridors 

 Big Shanty Drive/Duncan Drive 

 Big Shanty Drive/McCollum Parkway  

 Lockhart Drive/McCollum Parkway 

 

Cultural Resources 

 No cultural resources 
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McCollum Industrial Corridor 

Developments 

 Big Shanty Industrial Park 

 2490 South Main Street 

 2496 South Main Street 

 2500 South Main Street 

 2501 South Main Street 

 2505 South Main Street 

 2525 South Main Street 

 2535 South Main Street 

 2255 McCollum Parkway 

 2687 McCollum Parkway 

 2697 McCollum Parkway 

 2750 McCollum Parkway 

 2871 McCollum Parkway  

 

Parks 
 

 Viking Quarry Lake overlook (Cobb 

County) 
 

Streams/Lakes 
 

 Noonday Creek 

Lockhart Drive 

McCollum Parkway 
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Industrial Area 

Moon Station Industrial Corridor 

The Moon Station area is a one-and-a-half-

mile segment of light and heavy industrial 

development located between Moon Station 

Road and the CSX rail line, directly north of the 

Central Business District. A portion of this 

area is also located along a short section of 

Jiles Road between Moon Station Road and 

Royal Drive near the Cherokee Street 

Commercial Corridor. This area is comprised 

primarily of small- to medium-sized, low 

impact manufacturing, distribution and office 

warehouse developments. Some 

neighborhood commercial uses are scattered 

within the area.  

The structures of the area, like the other 

industrial areas, are primarily metal 

structures with brick or stone facades. 

Parking is typically located in the front or 

sides with deliveries accepted at loading 

docks on the side or rear of the buildings. The 

style of signage is varied per the business’ 

proximity to Moon Station Road or internally to 

the industrial area. Many structures located 

furthest from the Moon Station Road access 

points and along the CSX rail line, are vacant 

or neglected to the point of being unsightly. 
 

Future Land Use Categories 
 

 Industrial (I) 

 Public Service/Institutional (PI) 

 Park/Recreation/Conservation (PRC) 

 Transportation/Communication/Utilities 

(TCU) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

Access Corridors 

 Baker Road/Jiles Road 

 Carter Circle/Moon Station Road 

 Heritage Drive/Moon Station Road 

 Kennesaw 75 Parkway/Jiles Road 

 Kennesaw N Industrial Parkway/Moon 

Station Road 

 Kennesaw S Industrial Parkway/Moon 

Station Road 

 Jiles Road/Moon Station Road 

 May Court/Moon Station Road 

 Matlock Drive/Moon Station Road 

 Moon Station Drive/Moon Station Road 

Cultural Resources 

 Henderson Cemetery 
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Moon Station Industrial Corridor 

Developments 

 Baker Industrial Park 

 Carter Circle 

 Jiles Corner 

 Jiles Station 

 Kennesaw North Industrial Park 

 Moon Station Park 

 Proctor Creek Industrial Park 

 Thompson Industrial Park  

 2655, 3625 Kennesaw 75 Parkway 

 3600 Kennesaw 75 Parkway 

 3650 Kennesaw 75 Parkway  

 3675 Kennesaw 75 Parkway  

 3750 Kennesaw 75 Parkway  

 3825 Kennesaw 75 Parkway 

 3850, 3900 Kennesaw 75 Parkway  

 3110 Moon Station Road 

 3120 Moon Station Road 

 3130 Moon Station Road 

 3140 Moon Station Road 

 3150 Moon Station Road 

 3160 Moon Station Road 

 3200 Moon Station Road 

 3210 Moon Station Road 

 

Parks 
 

 No City parks 
 

Streams/Lakes 
 

 Proctor Creek 
Heritage Drive/Moon Station Road 

Matlock Drive/Moon Station Road 
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Commercial/Residential Area 

Ridenour 

Ridenour is a unique multi-use project that 

combines four story, multi-family housing, 

single family housing and retail development. 

Located along Barrett Parkway between Cobb 

Parkway and Old Highway 41, this area is 

characterized most notably by the high-

density development, the high elevation of the 

structures fronting Barrett Parkway and their 

colorful facades. With limited office and retail 

uses located within the development on the 

ground floors, this area suggests a live, work, 

play concept. 

Like the Barrett Parkway/Old 41 Highway, the 

proximity to I-75, Cobb Parkway and Barrett 

Parkway makes this an attractive location to 

residents who commute to Marietta, south 

Cobb County and Metro Atlanta region for 

employment. Employment centers are also 

located across Cobb Parkway in the retail and 

office districts on or adjacent to Barrett 

Parkway. Residents may also be students at 

Kennesaw State University who enjoy the 

short drive to campus and the recreational 

opportunities provided at Kennesaw Mountain 

National Battlefield Park. 
 

Future Land Use Categories 
 

 Regional Activity Center (RAC) 

 Community Activity Center (CAC) 

 Park/Recreation/Conservation (PRC) 

 Residential High (RH) 

 Residential Low/Medium (RL) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Access Corridors 

 Oakridge Drive/Old 41 Highway 

 Presstman Lane/Old 41 Highway 

 Ridenour Boulevard  

 Ridenour Parkway/N Cobb Parkway 

 Ridenour Parkway/Ridenour Road 

 

Cultural Resources 

 Gateway to Kennesaw Mountain 

National Battlefield Park 

 Noonday Creek Trail access 
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Ridenour 

Neighborhoods/Developments 

 Alta Ridenour 

 Concorde Row  

 Hedgewood at Ridenour 

 Kennesaw Battle 

 Ridenour Townhomes 

 Touchstone at Ridenour  

 Walton Ridenour 

 White Oak Estates 

 1425 Ridenour Boulevard (Multi-Family) 

 1610 Ridenour Boulevard  

 1615 Ridenour Boulevard  

 

Parks 
 

 Homeowners Association maintained 

greenspace 

 No City parks 
 

Streams/Lakes 
 

 Noonday Creek 

Ridenour Parkway 

Barrett Parkway 
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Residential/Commercial Area 

Barrett and Old 41 

Barrett and Old 41 is an area that is largely 

single-family residential with some multi- 

family housing and neighborhood commercial 

uses. Most of the residential developments 

have been built in the last 20 years. Located 

in the southeast corner of the City limits, the 

Barrett and Old 41 area is situated between 

the Cobb International Industrial Corridor 

area, Cobb Parkway and Ernest W. Barrett 

Parkway.  

The proximity to I-75, Cobb Parkway and 

Barrett Parkway makes this an attractive 

location for residents who commute south to 

Marietta, to south Cobb County and the Metro 

Atlanta region for employment. Employment 

centers are also located just across Cobb 

Parkway in the retail and office districts 

adjacent to Ernest W. Barrett Parkway. 
 

Future Land Use Categories 
 

 Community Activity Center (CAC) 

 Neighborhood Activity Center (NAC) 

 Park/Recreation/Conservation (PRC) 

 Residential High (RH) 

 Residential Low/Medium (RL) 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Access Corridors 
 

 Ellison Lakes Drive/Cobb Parkway 

 Ernest W. Barrett Parkway/Old 41 Highway 

 Old 41 Highway/Cobb Parkway 

 Stanley Road/Stilesboro Road 
 

Cultural Resources 
 

 Gateway to Kennesaw Mountain 

National Battlefield Park 

 Noonday Creek Trail access 
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Barrett and Old 41 

Neighborhoods/Developments 

 Barrett Knoll 

 Battle View 

 Cedarcrest 

 Cedar Lake 

 Ellison Lakes 

 Haven at Stanley Road 

 Hillside Vista 

 Lakeside Vista 

 Lakeview Townhomes 

 Mountain Park Estates 

 Overlook 

 The Cove at Mountain View 

 The Glen at Mountain View  

 The Landings at Kennesaw Mountain  

 

Parks 
 

 Homeowners Association maintained 

greenspace 

 Noonday Creek Trail access 

 No City parks 
 

Streams/Lakes 
 

 Cedar Lake 

 Ellison Lake 

 Noonday Creek 

Barrett Parkway/Old 41 Highway 

Stanley Road/Cedar Lake Drive 
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Residential Area 

Campus Living 

This area is defined only by recent student 

apartment developments near Kennesaw 

State University’s campus (less than one mile 

from the closest entry). This area is a good 

location for students and working adults. 

Located on Busbee Parkway south of Wade 

Green Road, the area is well situated for 

access to I-75, I-575 and Barrett Parkway. 

Sidewalks support pedestrian access along 

Wade Green Road, Busbee Parkway and Frey 

Road. Neighborhood office parks and retail 

stores and services are located along Wade 

Green Road. 

Growth of this area is limited due to lack of 

available land and to its isolation from other 

areas in the City limits. This area is an “island” 

surrounded by land under Cobb County’s 

jurisdiction.  
 

Future Land Use Categories 
 

 Community Activity Center (CAC) 

 Park/Recreation/Conservation (PRC) 

 Residential High (RH) 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Access Corridors 
 

 Cherokee Street/Shiloh Road 

 Frey Road/Shiloh Road 

 George Busbee Parkway/Wade Green Road 

 George Busbee Parkway/Shiloh Road 
 

Cultural Resources 
 

 Kennesaw State University 
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Campus Living 

Neighborhoods/Developments 

 2200 Bensman Lane (Student Housing) 

 3995 Frey Road (Student Housing) 

 1465 Shiloh Road (Student Housing) 

 

Parks 
 

 Private development amenities 

 No City parks 
 

Streams/Lakes 
 

 Tate Creek 

 Wooten Lake 

Bensman Lane 

Shiloh Road and Frey Road 
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Residential Area 

East Pine Mountain 

Revitalization 

The East Pine Mountain Revitalization area is 

located between Pine Mountain Road and 

Kennesaw Due West Road directly south of 

the Cobb Parkway Commercial corridor. 

Two reasons causing concern within this area 

is: 

 It is one of the oldest neighborhoods in 

Kennesaw with some deteriorating 

properties, and  

 The northern half of this area lies directly 

in the approach and departure paths for 

McCollum Airport.  

Generally, the style, age, appearance and 

construction materials of the homes vary. 

Brick and wood or vinyl siding are common. 

Wood-siding homes that have not been 

maintained show the most wear. Several 

home additions and decks are in extremely 

poor condition. In many cases, the 

landscaping has not been maintained, giving a 

ragged appearance to the neighborhood.  
 

Future Land Use Categories 
 

 Public Service/Institutional (PI) 

 Park/Recreation/Conservation (PRC) 

 Residential Low/Medium (RL) 

 Transportation/Communications/Utilities 

(TCU) 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Access Corridors 
 

 Black Gum Drive/Pine Mountain Road 

 Butler Creek Road/Pine Mountain Road 

 Kennesaw Drive/Kennesaw Due West Road 

 Kennesaw Drive/Pine Mountain Court 

 Lakewood Drive/Kennesaw Due West Road 

 Due West Circle/Kennesaw Due West Road 

 Red Oak Way/Kennesaw Due West Road 

 Sycamore Drive/Kennesaw Due West Road 

 Kennesaw Oaks Trl/Kennesaw Due West Rd 
 

Cultural Resources 
 

 Smith-Gilbert Gardens 

 Hiram Butler House (c. 1880) 
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East Pine Mountain Revitalization 

Neighborhoods/Developments 

 Davis Property 

 Hillmont 

 Oakhill 

 Pine Mountain Acres 

 Pine Mountain Meadows 

 Stilesboro Cove  

 The Oaks 

 Woodland Acres 

 

Parks 
 

 Butler Creek Park 

 Woodland Park 
 

Streams/Ponds 
 

 Butler Creek 

 Kennesaw regional stormwater detention 

pond 

Kennesaw Drive 

Woodland Drive 
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Residential Area 

In-Town Living 

The In-Town Living area is defined by 

neighborhoods that are located within a 

short distance of the Historic Central 

Business District (CBD) - generally less 

than one mile from a boundary. In most 

cases, In-Town Living houses and 

neighborhoods are within walking distance 

of the downtown area. With recreational, 

entertainment, retail and cultural 

opportunities located in the CBD, residents 

can benefit from these amenities without 

venturing far from home, thus having the 

“In-Town Living” experience. 

Future development in this area is limited 

as most of the parcels have all been 

developed for housing. However, if 

redevelopment is to be proposed, it should 

occur on multi-parcel levels to be most 

effective. This redevelopment should be 

closely affiliated and complementary with 

the redevelopment activities in the Historic 

CBD and surrounding homes and 

neighborhoods.  
 

Future Land Use Categories 
 

 Neighborhood Activity Center (NAC) 

 Public Service/Institutional (PI) 

 Park/Recreation/Conservation (PRC) 

 Residential Low/Medium (RL) 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Access Corridors 
 

 Big Shanty Road/Sardis Street 

 Ben King Road/McCollum Parkway 

 Ben King Road/Cherokee Street 

 Shirley Road/Cherokee Street 
 

Cultural Resources 
 

 Cherokee Street Historic District 

 Contributing Historic Structures  
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In-Town Living 

Neighborhoods/Developments 

 Clifton Downs 

 Enclave at Pinetree 

 Homestead Hills 

 Ivey Park 

 Kennesaw Heights 

 Kennesaw Woods 

 King Estate 

 Pine Hills  

 Towne Manor  

 50 Creekside Drive (Multi-Family) 

 2726 South Main Street (Multi-Family) 

 

Parks 
 

 No City parks 
 

Streams 
 

 Noonday Creek 

Bentgrass Lane/Ben King Road 

Ivey Park Drive/Big Shanty Drive 
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Residential Area 

Jiles and Baker 

The Jiles and Baker area is a unique blend 

of older and newer housing developments 

mixed with neighborhood-compatible 

retail. This is the largest of the residential 

character areas in land area and in 

population. Located in the northwest 

quadrant of the City, the area spans from 

Moon Station Road west to near the 

Acworth city limits and from Main Street 

north to Baker Road. Single-family 

detached residential is the predominant 

land use. Most of the homes are part of a 

neighborhood or planned unit 

developments. Notable public features of 

the area include the Kennesaw Community 

Trail and being adjacent to Swift-Cantrell 

Park.  
 

Future Land Use Categories 
 

 Neighborhood Activity Center (NAC) 

 Park/Recreation/Conservation (PRC) 

 Planned Unit Development (PUD) 

 Residential Low (RL) 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Access Corridors 
 

 Avalon Parkway/Jiles Road 

 English Oaks Way/Jiles Road 

 Hillsborough Chase/Jiles Road 

 Kennesaw Springs Drive/Jiles Road 

 Kennesborough Road/Jiles Road 

 Knightsbridge Road/Old 41 Highway 

 Legacy Park Boulevard/Jiles Road 

 Lone Oak Trail/Jiles Road 

 McGuire Drive/Jiles Road 

 North Hampton Drive/Jiles Road 

 Vineyards Lake Drive/Moon Station Road 
 

Cultural Resources 
 

 Baker Elementary School (Cobb 

County) 
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Jiles and Baker 

Neighborhoods/Developments 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

Parks 
 

 Deerfield Park 

 Fairfax Park  

 Kennesaw Community Trail 

 Winchester Forest Park  
 

Streams/Lakes 
 

 Brookwood Commons Lake 

 Proctor Creek 

 Tanyard Creek 

 Teem Lake 

 Baker Heights 

 Baker Station 

 Brookwood 

Commons 

 Deerfield 

 Duvall Court 

 English Oaks 

 Fairfax 

 Giles Crossing 

 Jiles Cove 

 Kencrest 

 Kennesaw Springs 

 Kennesborough 

Square 

 Legacy Park 

 McEver Woods 

 North Bridge Trace 

 Northgate 

 Oak Ridge 

 Olmstead 

 Retreat at 

McGuires Ridge 

 The Dominion 

 The Enclave at 

Proctor Creek 

 The Village at 

Morgan Hill 

 The Vineyards 

 Victoria Crossing 

 Villas at Hickory 

Grove 

 Willow Grove 

 Winchester Forest 

 Winterset 

 3840 Jiles Road 

English Oaks Drive 

Butterstream Way 
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Residential Area 

Kennesaw Due West 

The Kennesaw Due West area is located 

along Kennesaw Due West Road, 

Stilesboro Road and Shillings Road. The 

neighborhoods located within this area are 

newer with large lots. Big Shanty Park, the 

Art Station and Kennesaw Mountain High 

School are notable public facilities located 

in this area. Additional opportunity exists 

to expand this area and more logically 

define the City boundary if the City and the 

unincorporated residents and 

neighborhoods are willing to be annexed.  

Future development is restrictive due to 

the limited amount of available land inside 

the City limits. Redevelopment is limited 

due the young age of the developments of 

the area, which appear to be less than 

fifteen years old. Most of the homes are 

ranch or split-level styles on basements, 

depending on the period in which they 

were built. Designed for larger lots within 

maturing oak and pine forests, many of the 

neighborhoods have experienced years of 

ownership stability. Commercial 

development should remain along major 

roadways and be low intensity commercial 

uses to serve the nearby neighborhoods. 
 

Future Land Use Categories 
 

 Neighborhood Activity Center (NAC) 

 Park/Recreation/Conservation (PRC) 

 Planned Unit Development (PUD) 

 Residential Low (RL) 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Access Corridors 
 

 Antonio Place/Shillings Road 

 Mountain Oak Road/Kennesaw Due West Rd 

 Nance Drive/Shillings Road 

 Orchard Park Circle/Burnt Wood Drive 

 Shillings Chase Court/Shillings Road 

 Stilesboro Ridge/Stilesboro Road 

 Stilesboro Road/Kennesaw Due West Road 

 Westover Way/Kennesaw Due West Road 
 

Cultural Resources 
 

 Big Shanty Park (Cobb County) 

 Kennesaw Mountain High School 

 The Art Station (Cobb County) 

 The Rooker House (1943) (Cobb County) 
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Kennesaw Due West 

Neighborhoods/Developments 

 Mountain Oaks 

 Orchard Park 

 Shillings Chase 

 Shillings Park 

 Stilesboro Ridge 

 Westover 

 1600 Kennesaw Due West Road  

 

Parks 
 

 Big Shanty Park (Cobb County) 

 Shillings Park 
 

Streams/Lakes 
 

 Butler Creek 

 Westover Lake 

Mountain Oak Road 

Westover Lane 
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Residential Area 

North Cherokee 

The North Cherokee area is a residential 

area consisting of multi-tenured, low-to-

medium density housing options ranging 

from single-family detached homes and 

manufactured housing to duplexes and 

even high density townhome 

developments. This area is located along 

the Cherokee Street corridor from Ben 

King Road/ Twelve Oak Circle and north to 

Bozeman Lake Road. This area is unique in 

that it borders a well-defined commercial 

corridor along Cherokee Street that is as 

diverse in character and tenure as the 

neighborhoods themselves.  
 

Future Land Use Categories 
 

 Neighborhood Activity Center (NAC) 

 Park/Recreation/Conservation (PRC) 

 Planned Unit Development (PUD) 

 Residential High (RH) 

 Residential Low/Medium (RL) 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Access Corridors 
 

 Dobbins Drive/Cherokee Street 

 Douglas Lane/Ben King Road 

 Fairways Court/McCollum Parkway 

 Kennesaw Station Drive/McCollum Parkway 

 Maple Drive/Cherokee Street 

 McGarity Lane/Ben King Road 

 Plantation Way/Cherokee Street 

 Sand Wedge Circle/McCollum Parkway 

 Smith Drive/Cherokee Street 

 Twelve Oaks Circle/Cherokee Street 

 Wrens Way/Ben King Road 
 

Cultural Resources 
 

 East Park Village Entertainment District 
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North Cherokee 

Neighborhoods/Developments 

 Blackjack Estates 

 Chalker 

 Country Club Place 

 Dogwood Drive Mobile Home Park 

 Douglas Lane  

 East Park Village 

 Fairway Estates 

 Kennesaw Station 

 Kennesaw Trace 

 Lydia Heights 

 Mark H. Smith 

 Pine Tree 

 Pinetree Fairways 

 Shiloh Acres 

 Shiloh Plantation 

 Tara 

 Wrens Ridge 

 

Parks 
 

 Kennesaw Station Park 

 McCollum Park 

 Tara Park 

 Terry Lane Park 

 Wrens Park 
 

Streams/Lakes 
 

 Noonday Creek 

 Proctor Creek 
Wrens Way 

Fairways Court 
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Residential/Commercial Area 

Swift-Cantrell 

This area is defined by its proximity to 

Swift-Cantrell Park. Creating neighborhood

-friendly retail and services that 

complement the park with future 

residential housing is the goal of this area. 

Future development in this area should be 

developed in a way that incorporates and 

promotes both motorized and non-

motorized access to the park. The recent 

investments within the park will spur 

redevelopment of this character area.  
 

Future Land Use Categories 
 

 Neighborhood Activity Center (NAC) 

 Park/Recreation/Conservation (PRC) 

 Planned Unit Development (PUD) 

 Residential High (RH) 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Access Corridors 
 

 Cathey Lane/Old 41 Highway 

 Jiles Road/Old 41 Highway 

 Rutledge Road/Old 41 Highway 
 

Cultural Resources 
 

 Kennesaw Elementary School 
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Swift-Cantrell 

Neighborhoods/Developments 

 Cantrell Crossing 

 Michael Heights 

 

Parks 
 

 Swift-Cantrell Park 

 Dog park 

 One mile outer trail 

 One 1/2 mile inner trail 

 Playgrounds 

 Skate park 

 Splash pad 

 Wellness station 
 

Streams/Lakes 
 

 Butler Creek 

 3040 Rutledge Road pond 

Swift-Cantrell Park 

Rutledge Road/Old 41 Highway 
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Residential Area 

West Pine Mountain  

This area is situated between Pine 

Mountain Road and Mack Dobbs Road. This 

area is comprised of larger, newer homes 

and neighborhoods. Most of the homes are 

ranch or split-level styles on basements, 

depending on the period in which they 

were built and many of the neighborhoods 

have experienced years of ownership 

stability. Future development is limited due 

to the limited amount of available land 

inside the City limits and redevelopment is 

limited due the young age of the 

developments of the area which appear to 

be less than 10 to 20 years old. Should 

redevelopment of existing large parcels 

occur, then the redevelopment should be 

compatible with surrounding residential 

land uses. Additional opportunity exists to 

expand this area and more logically define 

the City boundary if the City and the 

unincorporated residents and 

neighborhoods are willing to be annexed. 

Neighborhood-compatible retail uses 

should be discouraged because of the 

abundance of neighborhood- and 

community-retail establishments along 

Cobb Parkway. Transitional land use issues 

may need to be addressed as commercial 

development along Cobb Parkway 

intensifies or expands.  
 

Future Land Use Categories 
 

 Park/Recreation/Conservation (PRC) 

 Planned Unit Development (PUD) 

 Residential Low (RL) 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Access Corridors 
 

 Confederate Trail/Ellis Road 

 Greysen Manor/Mack Dobbs Road 

 Hickory Knoll Trail/N Cobb Parkway 

 Hidden Creek Road/Pine Mountain Road 

 Laurel Lane/Pine Mountain Road 

 Nottinghill Drive/Ellis Road 

 Summerbrooke Drive/Mack Dobbs Road 

 Summer Stream Drive/Mack Dobbs Road 

 Wellcrest Drive/Pine Mountain Road 
 

Cultural Resources 
 

 No cultural resources 
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West Pine Mountain 

Neighborhoods/Developments 

 Butler Ridge 

 Greyson Manor 

 Kings Row  

 Out Post Hill 

 Pine Mountain Park 

 Summerbrooke 

 Summer Stream 

 The Village at Pine Mountain 

 The Woodlands of Kennesaw 

 

Parks 
 

 Butler Ridge Park 

 Homeowners Association maintained 

greenspace 
 

Streams/Lakes 
 

 Butler Creek 

Hilton Circle 

Summer Stream Drive 
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AREAS POLICY MATRIX 

 

                  

Policy  Commercial & Industrial Residential 

1. Redevelopment projects should occur on a 

multi-parcel basis.   
 X X  X X     X      X  

2. Require inter-parcel access connectivity 

and shared access to control access flow 

to major roadways. 

 
X X  X X     X  X    X  

3. Discourage strip development.    X X  X      X  X    X  

4. Encourage nodal development.  X X  X      X        

5. Encourage the integration of public 

transportation hubs at nodal developments.   
 X X  X X     X      X  

6. Support improved pedestrian mobility and 

safety as surrounding neighborhood 

revitalization occurs.   

 
X X  X      X X X X X X X X 

7. Encourage pedestrian access to nodal 

developments via sidewalks and trail 

systems to maximize use of public 

transportation hubs. 

 

X X  X    X X X X X X X X X X 

8. Provide transitional buffers between 

commercial and adjacent residential land 
 

X X  X        X      

9. Require developers to adhere to 

architectural and site development 

standards.   

 
X X X X X           X  

10. Maintain adequate building and landscaping 

setbacks that promote safety and market 

visibility. 

 
X X X X X X X X          

11. Encourage a diverse mix of products and  X X X X X X X X  X        

12. Encourage the use of shared signage.    X X X X            X  
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AREAS POLICY MATRIX 

 

                  

Policy  Commercial & Industrial Residential 

13. Allow mixed use development in the 

vicinity of Swift–Cantrell Park.   
 X               X  

14. Provide pedestrian linkages from 

transportation nodes to the Historic CBD, 

Adams Park, and Swift Cantrell Park as 

public transit becomes available. 

 

           X    X  

15. Follow Best Management Practices for 

stormwater management as defined in the 

Georgia Erosion and Sedimentation Act. 

 
X X X X X X X X X X X X X X X X X 

16. Encourage the reuse of homes as 

businesses where appropriate.   
  X   X             

17. Protect large specimen trees where 

possible. 
  X  X  X     X X X  X X X 

18. Relocate homes and businesses as 

required to widen the right of way for 

pedestrian and vehicular safety.   

 
 X              X  

19. Have new development reflect the most 

recent architectural and design styles that 

complement adjacent neighborhoods.   

 
 X  X X   X X  X  X X  X X 

20. Adhere to the City’s architectural and site 

design guidelines.    
 

X X X X X X X X X X X X X X X X X 

21. Ensure vehicular circulation takes place on 

the respective industrial property; backing 

into or turning around on streets should 

not allowed.  Appropriate site design 

should support proper circulation.     

 

  X               

22. Locate higher intensity businesses away 

from the edges to protect surrounding 

residential land uses. 

 

  X  X  X  X         
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AREAS POLICY MATRIX 

 

                  

Policy  Commercial & Industrial Residential 

23. Locate lower intensity businesses towards 

the outer edges to provide a transitional 

buffer between higher-intensity uses and 

neighboring residential areas.   

 

  X  X  X  X         

24. Promote transitional buffering between all 

industrial/warehouse operations and 

surrounding neighborhoods.   

 
  X   X            

25. Promote open space and tree 

preservation.   
      X  X X X X X X X X  X 

26. Require truck parking along the sides or 

rear of the structures. 
 X X X X  X X           

27. Encourage retail operations to locate 

closer to Moon Station Road corridor.   
 

      X           

28. Encourage neighborhood-friendly, low-

impact retail commercial to be located 

adjacent to and visible from Jiles Road 

and Moon Station Road.   

 

    X             

29. Concentrate traditional commercial 

development along Cherokee Street and 

Main Street between Dallas Street and the 

CSX Overpass. 

 

    X             

30. Require inter-parcel access (or rear 

alleys) to control access flow to Main 

Street. 

 
    X             

31. New development should be constructed at 

human scale.   
 

    X           X  

32. Require the incorporation of CBD 

architectural elements and guidelines into 

new construction or redevelopment 

 

    X             
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Policy  Commercial & Industrial Residential 

33. Require office/retail operations to be 

located on the first or ground floor and 

residential elements to be located above 

the first or ground floor in mixed-use, 

multi-story development. 

 

    X           X  

34. Promote the use of shared parking lots 

and/ or parking decks.  Parking lots and 

decks should be located behind 

structures.   

 

    X             

35. Encourage pedestrian access to downtown 

via sidewalks and trail systems. 
 X X   X  X   X X X   X X  

36. Use paving patterns, landscaping, lighting, 

bench seating and signage to improve 

pedestrian areas.   

 
   X X   X  X  X   X X  

37. Incorporate pedestrian amenities, such as 

benches and trash receptacles, into all 

development with public access. 

 
   X X   X  X  X   X X  

38. Include a variety of housing and 

professional office or retail choices.    
    X    X X      X X  

39. Locate commercial, moderate- and high-

density housing and/or light industrial 

operations along the outer boundary of 

the character area. Reserve the inner area 

for traditional single family detached 

housing.   

 

       X X  X X X  X   

40. Encourage higher density housing types to 

be located closer to Major Roads and 

transit facilities.    

 
       X X X X X X  X X  
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AREAS POLICY MATRIX 

 

                  

Policy  Commercial & Industrial Residential 

41. Connect neighborhoods to the local and 

regional network of greenspace and trails, 

available to pedestrians and bicycles, for 

both tourism and recreational purposes.  

 

 X  X X   X X X X X X X X X X 

42. Enhance the pedestrian-friendly 

environment by adding or improving 

sidewalks and creating multi-use trail/

bike routes linking neighboring 

communities and major destinations, such 

as the Neighborhood Retail Centers and 

parks. 

 

 X X X X X X X X X X X X X X X X 

43. Promote parks and open space within 

developments. 
 

   X  X  X X X X X X X X  X 

44. Include a variety of housing choices based 

on single-family residential concepts.    
 

       X X  X X X X X X X 

45. Encourage housing types to reflect 

traditional neighborhood styles.    
        X X  X X X X X X X 

46. Encourage comparable architectural 

styles that maintain the regional 

character.    

 
   X    X  X X  X X X X X 

47. Assure compatibility of infill development 

with adjacent homes, surrounding 

neighborhoods and businesses. 

 
    X    X  X X X X X X X 

48. Allow public facilities, such as schools and 

community centers, or neighborhood 

activity centers to be developed at suitable 

locations within walking distance of 

residences. 

 

          X X X X X  X 
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Policy  Commercial & Industrial Residential 

49. Provide an interconnected system of 

streets within new development that is 

also connected to existing development. 

 
X X X  X   X X   X X X X X X 

50. Promote noise reduction construction 

practices for all new development. 
 

    X   X X X X X X X X X X 

51. Protect water quality with appropriate 

stream buffers.  
 

X X X X X X X X X X X X X X X X X 
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COMMUNITY           
WORK PROGRAM 
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Projects 
A key component of the Comprehensive Plan is 

to identify projects that the City of Kennesaw 

will undertake to implement the goals of the 

plan. The following pages identify the projects 

that the City of Kennesaw will undertake in the 

next five years. 

 

A key component of implementing the 

Comprehensive Plan is the 2016 Special Purpose 

Local Option Sales Tax (SPLOST) program. The 

City has fifteen projects at over $31 million that 

include creating a new railroad overpass and 

improving stormwater management and 

sidewalk repairs. 

Horned Owl Brewery Adams Park Indoor Recreation Center 
125 
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COMMUNITY WORK PROGRAM 

Project 

     

Responsible 

Department/

Party Cost 

Funding 

Source  

Land Use and Housing 

1. Revise zoning ordinance and 

development standards. 
X X X X X 

Planning & Zoning, 

Economic 

Development 

Staff time General fund A2 

2. Apply for grants for development 

projects. 
X X X X X 

Economic 

Development, 

Planning & Zoning 

Staff time General fund 
B4, 

C4 

3. Initiate study for sustainability 

initiatives and incentive program for 

new development. 

 X X X  Planning & Zoning Staff time 

General fund, 

Community 

Development 

Assistance 

Program 

C7 

4. Livable Centers Initiative (LCI) 

supplemental studies with Town 

Center Community Improvement 

District (CID). 

X X X X X Planning & Zoning 

Staff time 

(Match - 

TBD) 

General fund B5 

5. Review and implement LCI plan 

(Downtown Master Plan) project. 
X X X X X 

Planning & Zoning, 

Economic 

Development 

Staff time 

(Match - 

TBD) 

General fund 

C1, 

C13, 

E1, E2 

6. Continue strategies (through zoning) 

aimed at the identification and 

preservation of existing housing and 

residential neighborhoods; including 

preservation of historic properties. 

X X    

Planning & Zoning, 

Historic 

Preservation 

Commission 

Staff time General fund 
C9, 

D4 

7. Partner with local school board 

system to improve input regarding 

future development (rezoning/

annexation notification). 

X X X X X Planning & Zoning Staff time General fund A19 

* A=2016-2017, B=2017-2018, C=2018-2019, D=2019-2020, E=2021-2022 on the Report of Accomplishments 
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COMMUNITY WORK PROGRAM 

Project 

     

Responsible 

Department/

Party Cost 

Funding 

Source  

Land Use and Housing 

8. Incorporate additional amendments 

to sustainability policy. 
 X X   Planning & Zoning Staff time General fund D3 

9. Conduct an affordable housing 

study, including incentives. 
X X X   

Planning & Zoning, 

Economic 

Development 

$30,000 

General fund, 

Community 

Development 

Assistance 

Program 

New 

10. Reevaluate the historic district 

boundaries by utilizing the 2019 New 

South Historic Survey and 

Assessment. 

X X    Planning & Zoning Staff time General fund New 

11. Increase training of traditional 

neighborhood districts and smart 

growth techniques for the Planning 

Commission. 

X X X X X 

Planning & Zoning, 

Planning  

Commission 

$17,500 

General fund, 

Community 

Development 

Assistance 

Program 

B17 

Transportation 

1. Conduct transportation study on 

existing roadways and gateways into 

the city in association with Georgia 

Regional Transportation Authority 

(GRTA) and the Atlanta Regional 

Commission (ARC) consistent with the 

LCI Plan. 

X X X X X 
Public Works, 

Planning & Zoning 
Staff time General fund A7 

2. Promote the expansion of local 

public transit alternatives in 

conjunction with Cobb County, ARC and 

other state/regional agencies. 

X X X X X 
Public Works, 

Planning & Zoning 
Staff time General fund 

A14, 

A15 

* A=2016-2017, B=2017-2018, C=2018-2019, D=2019-2020, E=2021-2022 on the Report of Accomplishments 
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COMMUNITY WORK PROGRAM 

Project 

     

Responsible 

Department/

Party Cost 

Funding 

Source  

Transportation 

3. Develop additional development 

standards for the provision and 

location of pedestrian and bicycle 

facilities in connection with private 

development projects. 

X X X X X 
Public Works, 

Planning & Zoning 

Staff time, 

$75,000 

General fund, 

Community 

Development 

Assistance 

Program 

E10 

4. Implement street improvements 

(based on established priorities list). 
X X X X X Public Works $1,650,000 

Impact fees, 

SPLOST, 

General fund, 

Grants  

A13, 

B15, 

C16, 

D9 

5. Implement traffic improvements 

(based on established priorities list). 
X X X X X Public Works $37,000,000 

Impact fees, 

SPLOST, 

General fund, 

Grants  

C12, 

D6, 

E7 

6. Participate in regional and local 

transportation studies and initiatives to 

promote public transit (i.e., rail, bus, 

shuttle, etc.) connectivity to cities and  

the county. 

X X X X X 
Public Works, 

Planning & Zoning 
Staff time General fund E19 

7. Establish strategies and priorities 

for funding road improvements needed 

in the City in conjunction with county, 

state, region and federal agencies. 

X X X X X 

Public Works, 

Planning & Zoning, 

Economic 

Development 

Staff time General fund 
A12, 

E13 

8. Review of transportation plan. X X X X X 
Public Works, 

Planning & Zoning 
Staff time 

General fund, 

Grants 
D10 

Economic Development and Intergovernmental Coordination 

1. Continue business recruitment, 

expansion and retention efforts. 
X X X X X 

Economic Dev. 

Planning & Zoning, 

Downtown 

Development 

Authority 

$25,000 General fund 

A3, 

C3, 

D1, E3 
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COMMUNITY WORK PROGRAM 

Project 

     

Responsible 

Department/

Party Cost 

Funding 

Source  

Economic Development and Intergovernmental Coordination 

2. Evaluate and implement annexation 

action plan, including all commercial 

and industrial corridors. 

 X X X  

Planning & Zoning, 

Economic 

Development 

Staff time General fund 
A6, 

A9, B1 

3. Continue marketing of Downtown 

venues in cooperation with Downtown 

Merchants. 

X X X X X 

Economic 

Development, 

Downtown 

Development 

Authority 

Staff time General fund B10 

4. Establish a bi-annual coordination 

meeting with KSU. 
X X X X X Planning & Zoning Staff time General fund New 

5. Pursue Broadband Ready 

Community Certification. 
 X X   

Economic 

Development, 

Planning & Zoning 

Staff time General fund New 

6. Pursue Broadband Ready Site 

Designation. 
  X X X 

Economic 

Development, 

Planning & Zoning 

Staff time General fund New 

7. Conduct a broadband study to 

identify needs and projects for the next 

ten years. 

 X X   
Planning & Zoning, 

Public Works 

Staff time, 

$150,000 
General fund New 

Natural and Cultural Resources 

1. Review Master Trails Plan including 

trail system expansion with Cobb 

County and connection to Main Street. 

X X    

Planning & Zoning, 

Public Works,  

Parks & Recreation 

Staff time General fund 

A8, 

B9, 

C21, 

D2, 

E22 

2. Smith-Gilbert Gardens 

improvements. 
X X X X X 

Smith-Gilbert 

Gardens,          

Parks & Recreation 

$700,000 

Impact fees, 

General fund, 

Grants, 

SPLOST 

B14, 

C20, 

D8 

* A=2016-2017, B=2017-2018, C=2018-2019, D=2019-2020, E=2021-2022 on the Report of Accomplishments 
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COMMUNITY WORK PROGRAM 

Project 

     

Responsible 

Department/

Party Cost 

Funding 

Source  

Natural and Cultural Resources 

3. Investigate adding additional 

greenspace for a growing population 

(i.e., adding greenspace, new acreage, 

park expansion). 

X X X X X 
Planning & Zoning, 

Parks & Recreation 
$2,000,000 

SPLOST, 

General fund, 

Grants 

C8 

4. Re-evaluate Green City objectives. X X    
Parks & Recreation, 

Planning & Zoning 
$25,000 General fund C10 

5. Implement Swift-Cantrell Park 

improvements. 
X X X X  Parks & Recreation $400,000 

General fund, 

Impact fees, 

Grants 

B19 

6. Implement neighborhood park 

improvements (upgrade neighborhood 

parks based on established priorities 

list). 

X X X X X Parks & Recreation $160,000 
General fund, 

Impact fees 

C6, 

E11 

7. Evaluate environmentally-sensitive 

areas affected by development. 
X X    

Planning & Zoning, 

Public Works 
Staff time General fund E18 

8. Depot Park expansion (Phase 1-7). X     Parks & Recreation $400,000 
Impact fees, 

General fund 
New 

9. Depot Park expansion (Phase 9-12).   X   Parks & Recreation $800,000 
Impact fees, 

General fund 
New 

10. Implement Southern Museum 

projects and marketing. 
 X X X X 

Southern Museum, 

Communications, 

Economic 

Development 

Staff time 
General fund, 

Grants 
New 

11. Implement Smith-Gilbert Gardens 

projects and marketing. 
 X X X X 

Smith-Gilbert 

Gardens, 

Communications, 

Economic 

Development 

Staff time 
General fund, 

Grants 
New 

* A=2016-2017, B=2017-2018, C=2018-2019, D=2019-2020, E=2021-2022 on the Report of Accomplishments 
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COMMUNITY WORK PROGRAM 

Project 

     

Responsible 

Department/

Party Cost 

Funding 

Source  

Natural and Cultural Resources 

12. Work with Cobb County to 

implement a green belt system for 

flood plains that can also be used as a 

passive recreation resource. 

X X X X X 
Public Works,  

Parks & Recreation 
Staff time 

General fund, 

Grants 
E20 

Community Facilities and Services 

1. Upgrade computer systems 

(formerly City Wide Computer Upgrade 

and Integration) 

X X X X X 
Information 

Technology 
$385,000 

General fund, 

Community 

Development 

Assistance 

Program 

A15, 

B11, 

C11, 

D13, 

E17 

2. Assess stormwater utility projects. X X X X X Public Works Staff time 
General fund, 

Grants 

A23, 

C15 

3. Implement drainage system 

improvements (based on established 

priorities list). 

X X X X X Public Works $1,450,000 

Impact fees, 

Community 

Development 

Block Grant, 

General fund, 

Grants 

A24, 

B13, 

C17 

4. Re-evaluate Stormwater 

Management Plan. 
 X X   Public Works Staff time General fund E4 

5. Stormwater utility capital 

improvement plan (CIP) project 
X X X X X Public Works $1,700,000 

Impact fees, 

SPLOST, 

General fund, 

Grants 

B2, 

D5, 

E16 

6. Review sustainability policies for 

City facilities 
X X    

Building 

Maintenance 
Staff time 

General fund, 

Grants 
C2 

7. Police vehicles (based on 

established priorities list) 
X X X X X Public Safety $1,050,000 

General fund, 

Impact fees 
New 
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COMMUNITY WORK PROGRAM 

Project 

     

Responsible 

Department/

Party Cost 

Funding 

Source  

Community Facilities and Services 

8. Parks and Recreation vehicles 

(based on established priorities list) 
X X X X X Parks & Recreation $190,000 

General fund, 

Impact fees 
New 

9. Street vehicles (based on 

established priorities list) 
X X X X X Public Works $515,000 

General fund, 

Impact fees 
New 

10. Ben Robertson Community Center 

improvements 
X X X X  Parks & Recreation $445,000 

General fund, 

Impact fees, 

Grants 

New 

11. Adams Park Recreation Center X     Parks & Recreation $3,924,689 

General fund, 

Impact fees, 

Grants 

New 

12. Depot Park amphitheater X X    Parks & Recreation $3,000,000 

General fund, 

Impact fees, 

Grants 

New 

13. Public Safety Building   X X  Public Safety $8,500,000 

General fund, 

Impact fees, 

Grants 

New 

14. East Park community park X X X X X Parks & Recreation $1,050,000 

General fund, 

Impact fees, 

Grants 

New 

15. Work with Public Safety to 

incorporate safety techniques and 

security devices within new 

developments (including single-family, 

multi-family, commercial and mixed-

use). 

X X X X X 
Planning & Zoning, 

Public Safety 
Staff time General fund New 

* A=2016-2017, B=2017-2018, C=2018-2019, D=2019-2020, E=2021-2022 on the Report of Accomplishments 
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Project 
Number 

(A)
Plan Element Project Description Status Comments

1 Land Use Create housing audit report Completed

2 Land Use Revisions to Zoning ordinance and development standards Underway Continuous 2022-2026

3
Economic 

Development
Continue business recruitment, expansion and retention efforts Underway Continuous 2022-2026

4 Public Facilities Swift Cantrell Park improvements Completed

5 Land Use Review of implementation of Plan 2040 Completed

6
Economic 

Development
Evaluate annexation action plan for all commercial and industrial corridors Underway 2023/2024/2025

7 Public Facilities
Transportation study on existing roadways and gateways into the City in 
association with GRTA and ARC consistent with the LCI Plan.

Underway Continuous 2022-2026

8 Land Use Review Master Trails Plan Underway 2022/2023

9
Economic 

Development
Revise Annexation Action Plan (Combined with #6 for CWP) Underway 2023/2024/2025

10
Economic 

Development
Museum and Educational Center marketing program to be reevaluated Completed

11
Community 

Facilities
Upgrade Neighborhood Parks Completed

12
Information 
Technology

Establish strategies and priorities for funding road improvements needed in 
the city in conjunction with county, state, regional and federal agencies.

Underway Continuous 2022-2026

13
Community 

Facilities
Street Improvements Underway

Yearly-based on priorities 
list and CIE

14
Transportation 

Element
Promote the expansion of local public transit alternatives in conjunction with 
Cobb County, ARC and other state/regional agencies.

Underway Continuous 2022-2026

15
Community 

Facilities
City Wide Computer upgrade and integration Underway

Yearly-based on priorities 
list and CIE

16
Economic 

Development
Review Downtown Development authority business recruitment strategy Completed

17
Community 

Facilities
Review greenspace requirement for population Completed

18

Economic 
Development Analyze the downtown business retention plan Completed

19 Land Use
City to expand network with local school board system in order to improve 
input regarding future development

Underway Continuous 2022-2026

20 Land Use Depot Master Plan review of projects Completed

21
Community 

Facilities
Comprehensive Plan major update Completed

22 land use
Analyze Senior Housing inventory for lifelong community initiative Completed

23
Community 

Facilities
Storm Water Utility assessment of projects Underway

Yearly-based on priorities 
list and CIE

24
Community 

Facilities
Drainage system improvements Underway

Yearly-based on priorities 
list and CIE

25
Community 

Facilities
Traffic warrant study for portions of Jiles Road Completed

City of Kennesaw Annual Report of Accomplishments

FY 2016/2017
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Project 
Number 

(B)
Plan Element Project Description Status Comments

1 Land Use
Implement next phase of annexation plan city wide (combined with 
A 6 in CWP)

Underway 2023/2024/2025

2 Public Facilities Storm Water Utility CIP Project Underway
Yearly-based on 

priorities list

3 Public Safety Police vehicles Completed

4
Economic 

Development
Apply for grants for development projects Underway Continuous 2022-2026

5 Land Use LCI supplemental studies with Town Center CID Underway 2022-2026
6 Land Use Review of comprehensive plan Completed
7 Land Use Historic boundary updates and audit of structures Completed

8
Community 

Development
Revision of Unified Development Code Completed

9
Community 

Facilities
Trail System expansion with Cobb County Underway 2022-2023

10
Community 

Facilities
Continued marketing of Downtown venues in cooperation with 
Downtown Merchants 

Underway 2022-2026

11
Information 
Technology

City Wide Software Upgrades/purchases City Wide Computer 
upgrade and integration WI-FI integration in parks

Underway
Yearly-based on 

priorities list and  CIE

12
Information 
Technology

GIS upgrades for land use analysis and public safety Completed
Additional staff was 

also hired.

13
Community 

Facilities
Drainage Improvements Underway

Yearly-based on 
priorities list and CIE

14
Community 

Facilities
Smith-Gilbert Gardens  Improvements Underway Yearly (See CIE)

15
Community 

Facilities
Street Improvements Underway

Yearly-based on 
priorities list and CIE

16
Community 

Facilities
Sustainability training and workshops with developers and staff Postponed

There have been 
challenges with this 

initiative. It is still and 
interest but not in the 

short-term.

17 (I fixed the 

numbering)
Land Use

Increase training of Traditional Neighborhood Districts and Smart 
Growth techniques for the Planning Commission

Underway

Kennesaw invests 
funds each year to train 

its Planning 
Commission which will 
continue 2022-2026.

18
Community 

Facilities 
Swift Cantrell Park improvements Underway 2022-2025

FY 2017/2018
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Project 
Number 

(C)
Plan Element Project Description Status Comments

1 Land Use LCI plan project evaluation Underway Continuous 2022-2026

2
Community 

Facilities
Review sustainability policies for city facilities Underway 2022-2023

3
Economic 

Development
Continue business recruitment, expansion and retention efforts Underway Continuous 2022-2026

4
Economic 

Development
Apply for grants for development projects Underway Continuous 2022-2026

5
Community 

Facilities
Evaluate effectiveness of Museum marketing strategies and make 
adjustments as needed

Completed

6
Community 

Facilities
Upgrade neighborhood parks Underway Yearly (See CIE)

7 Land Use
Initiate study for sustainability initiatives and incentive program for 
new development

Underway
There have been 

challenges with this 
initiative. 2023-2025

8
Community 

Facilities
Adding greenspace ( new acreage) Parks expansion Underway Continuous 2022-2026

9 Housing
Continue strategies (through zoning) aimed at the identification and 
preservation of existing sound housing and stable residential 
neighborhoods including preservation of historic properties

Underway  2022-2023

10 Land Use Reevaluate green city objectives Underway  2022-2023

11
Information 
Technology

City Wide Computer upgrade and integration Underway
Yearly-based on 

priorities list and  CIE

12
Community 

Facilities
Traffic Improvements Underway

Yearly-based on 
priorities list and  CIE

13
Economic 

Development
Continue implementation of downtown master plan Underway Continuous 2022-2026

14 Public Safety Upgrade police department equipment Completed

15
Community 

Facilities
Storm Water Utility assessment and system analysis Underway Continuous 2022-2026

16
Community 

Facilities
Street Improvements Underway

Yearly-based on 
priorities list and  CIE

17
Community 

Facilities
Drainage Improvements Underway

Yearly-based on 
priorities list and  CIE

18
Community 

Facilities
Adding new playground facilities Completed

19
Community 

Facilities
Depot Master Plan review of projects Completed

20
Community 

Facilities
Smith-Gilbert Gardens facility improvements Underway

Yearly-based on 
priorities list and  CIE

21 Land Use Trail connectivity study for Main Street Underway 2022-2023

FY 2018/2019
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Project 
Number 

(D)
Plan Element Project Description Status Comments

1
Economic 

Development
Continue business recruitment, expansion and retention efforts Underway Continuous 2022-2026

2
Community 

Facilities
Evaluate master trail system tie-in to Cobb County System Underway 2022-2023

3 Land Use Additional amendments to sustainability policy Underway 2023/2024

4 Housing
Continue strategies (through zoning) aimed at the identification and 
preservation of existing sound housing and stable residential 
neighborhoods including preservation of historic properties

Underway 2022-2023

5
Community 

Facilities
Storm Water Utility CIP Project Underway

Yearly-based on 
priorities list and  CIE

6
Community 

Facilities
Traffic Improvements Underway

Yearly-based on 
priorities list and  CIE

7 Land Use Annual review of Unified Development code Completed

8
Community 

Facilities
Smith Gilbert Gardens facility improvements Underway

Yearly-based on 
priorities list and  CIE

9
Community 

Facilities
Street Improvements Underway

Yearly-based on 
priorities list and  CIE

10
Community 

Facilities
Review of Transportation Plan Underway Continuous 2022-2026

11 Land Use
Strengthen enforcement of housing codes in order to revitalize 
neighborhoods

Completed

12
Community 

Facilities
Reevaluate Future land use maps and character areas as identified 
in the comprehensive plan

Completed

13
Information 
Technology

City Wide Computer upgrade and integration Underway
Yearly-based on 

priorities list and  CIE
14 Housing Reevaluate housing inventory city wide and occupancy rate Completed

15
Community 

Facilities
Review status of adopted redevelopment areas Completed

 FY2019/2020  
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Project 
Number 

(E)
Plan Element Project Description Status Comments

1
Economic 

Development
Continue implementation of Kennesaw LCI downtown master plan Underway Continuous 2022-2026

2 Land Use Review Downtown Master Plan Underway Continuous 2022-2026

3
Economic 

Development
Continue business recruitment, expansion and retention efforts Underway Continuous 2022-2026

4
Community 

Facilities
Re-evaluate Stormwater Management Plan Underway 2023/2024

5 Land Use Continued review of comprehensive plans and objectives Completed

6 Land Use
Evaluate existing development regulations for provisions that may 
limit diversity in housing types and barriers to revitalization and infill 
development and recommend changes where appropriate

Completed

7
Community 

Facilities
Traffic Improvements Underway

Based on priorities list 
and  CIE

8 Land Use Analyze Senior Housing inventory Completed
9 Land Use Annual review of Unified Development code Completed

10 Land Use
Develop additional development standards for the provision and 
location of pedestrian and bicycle facilities in connection with private 
development projects.

Underway 2023/2024

11
Community 

Facilities
Upgrade neighborhood parks Underway

Yearly-based on 
priorities list and  CIE

12 Land Use Review Comprehensive plan and 2040 Plan Completed

13
Community 

Facilities

Establish strategies and priorities for funding road improvements 
needed in the city in conjunction with county, state, regional and 
federal agencies.

Underway Continuous 2022-2026

14 Land Use Evaluate needs for student housing Completed

15
Community 

Facilities

Promote the expansion of local public transit alternatives in 
conjunction with Cobb County, DOT, GRTA, CCT, ARC and other 
state/regional agencies.

Underway Continuous 2022-2026

16
Community 

Facilities
Storm Water Utility CIP Project Underway

Yearly-based on 
priorities list and  CIE

17
Information 
Technology

City-wide computer upgrade and integration Underway
Yearly-based on 

priorities list and  CIE

18 Environmental Evaluate environmentally sensitive areas affected by development Underway 2022-2023

19 Land Use
Participate in regional and local transportation studies and initiatives 
to promote rail connectivity to cities and county

Underway Continuous 2022-2026

20 Land Use
Work with Cobb County to implement a greenbelt system for flood 
plains that can also be used as a passive recreation resource.

Underway Continuous 2022-2026

21
Economic 

Development
Evaluate Economic Development Incentive program Completed

22
Community 

Facilities
Review trail network program Underway 2022-2023

 FY2020/2021 
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Kennesaw Comprehensive Plan:

5 –Year Update

September 9, 2021



Why Do We Plan?

▪ Prepare for the future

▪ Anticipate change

▪ Accommodate the present

▪ Enhance strengths

▪ Minimize weaknesses

▪ Build community

▪ Provide for the public health, safety and welfare



REQUIRED
for all

REQUIRED

VISION AND 
GOALS

NEEDS AND
OPPORTUNITIES

COMMUNITY
WORK 

PROGRAM

HISTORIC & 
CULTURAL 

RESOURCES

OPTIONAL
Elements 
(Examples)

HOUSING

TARGET AREAS
NATURAL 

RESOURCES

GREENSPACE

SOLID WASTE
MANAGE-MENT

COMMUNITY
SUSTAIN-
ABILITY

EDUCATION

INTER-
GOVERNMENT
COORDINAT’N

DISASTER 
RESILIENCE

PUBLIC SAFETY

Georgia Comprehensive Plan
Menu of Plan Elements

ECONOMIC 
DEVELOP-

MENT

TRANSPOR-
TATION

INFRA-
STRUCTURE & 

FACILITIES

HUMAN SVCSRECREATION

LAND USE

Process – Plan Elements

BROADBAND 
SERVICES



Process
▪ Local Government Responsibilities 

▪ Designate primary contact to coordinate with ARC
▪ Develop Report of Accomplishments (ROA), showing status of items in 

existing Work Plan
▪ Develop new Work Plan, with ARC input
▪ Form Steering Committee, which must include an elected official and person 

with an economic interest 
▪ Schedule Steering Committee meetings
▪ Develop public awareness and invitations to public meetings
▪ Post notices of public hearings as required by community’s existing 

procedures
▪ Provide timely notice to ARC of local government meetings that ARC staff 

should attend



Process
▪ ARC Responsibilities (more detail in MOA)

▪ Designate Project Manager- Keri Stevens
▪ Update Needs and Opportunities/Vision and Goals as needed, using ARC 

resources, local data, and community input 
▪ Review updated Work Plan developed by local staff
▪ Update Land Use, Transportation, Housing, and Economic Development 

Elements, as needed
▪ Present/support/attend both required public hearings (one at kick-off 

and one prior to transmittal for regional/state review)
▪ Facilitate one (1) public meeting (may be virtual)
▪ Develop survey, etc.
▪ Facilitate three (3) Steering Committee meetings (may be virtual)
▪ Develop language for official public hearing notices, if requested
▪ Develop ads and other public involvement materials, if requested
▪ Implement any revisions required by DCA following state review
▪ Provide final plan and other documents



Schedule
October-November

▪ Develop draft schedule and milestones
▪ Possible Initial Public Hearing
▪ Get local staff’s thoughts on:

▪ Strengths and weaknesses of existing plan
▪ Major issues emerging in last 5 years that need to be addressed
▪ Any sensitive topics, e.g., elections, development, citizen concerns?
▪ Public engagement considerations
▪ Answer any questions
▪ Develop online webpage 



Schedule
October-June
▪ Initial Public Hearing
▪ Steering Committee Meeting #1-X
▪ Open additional public engagement opportunity, e.g., survey, online 

event, etc.
▪ Steering Committee Meeting #2-X
▪ Steering Committee Meeting #3-X
▪ Public Meeting/Engagement Opportunity #1-X
▪ ARC finalizes plan document based on input, City staff reviews
▪ August: Local staff schedules pre-transmittal public hearing, aka “Second 

Required Public Hearing”:
▪ A second public hearing must be held once the plan has been drafted 

and made available for public review, but prior to its transmittal to 
the Regional Commission for review. The purpose of this hearing is 
to brief the community on the contents of the plan, provide an 
opportunity for residents to make final suggestions, additions or 
revisions, and notify the community of when the plan will be 
submitted to the Regional Commission for review…

▪ Transmit plan document to ARC and DCA to begin regional and state 
review

▪ Deadline for review, approval, and local adoption: June 30, 2022



Questions

Keri Stevens
Planning Administrator

Atlanta Regional Commission
404-455-4745

kstevens@atlantaregional.org



Kennesaw Comprehensive Plan:

5 –Year Update

October 25, 2021/November 1, 2021



Why Do We Plan?

▪ Prepare for the future

▪ Anticipate change

▪ Accommodate the present

▪ Enhance strengths

▪ Minimize weaknesses

▪ Build community

▪ Provide for the public health, safety and welfare



REQUIRED
for all

REQUIRED

VISION AND 
GOALS

NEEDS AND
OPPORTUNITIES

COMMUNITY
WORK 

PROGRAM

HISTORIC & 
CULTURAL 

RESOURCES

OPTIONAL
Elements

HOUSING

GREENSPACE

Georgia Comprehensive Plan
Menu of Plan Elements

ECONOMIC 
DEVELOP-

MENT

TRANSPOR-
TATION

RECREATION

LAND USE

Process – Plan Elements

BROADBAND 
SERVICES



Process
▪ Local Government Responsibilities 

▪ Designate primary contact to coordinate with ARC-Albert Trevino
▪ Develop Report of Accomplishments (ROA), showing status of items in 

existing Work Plan
▪ Develop new Work Plan, with ARC input
▪ Form Steering Committee, which must include an elected official and person 

with an economic interest 
▪ Schedule Steering Committee meetings
▪ Develop public awareness and invitations to public meetings
▪ Post notices of public hearings as required by community’s existing 

procedures
▪ Provide timely notice to ARC of local government meetings that ARC staff 

should attend



Process
▪ ARC Responsibilities (more detail in MOA)

▪ Designate Project Manager- Keri Stevens
▪ Update Needs and Opportunities/Vision and Goals as needed, using ARC 

resources, local data, and community input 
▪ Review updated Work Plan developed by local staff
▪ Update Land Use, Transportation, Housing, and Economic Development 

Elements, as needed
▪ Present/support/attend both required public hearings (one at kick-off 

and one prior to transmittal for regional/state review)
▪ Facilitate one (1) public meeting (may be virtual)
▪ Develop survey, etc.
▪ Facilitate three (3) Steering Committee meetings (may be virtual)
▪ Develop language for official public hearing notices, if requested
▪ Develop ads and other public involvement materials, if requested
▪ Implement any revisions required by DCA following state review
▪ Provide final plan and other documents



Schedule
October-December

▪ Develop draft schedule and milestones
▪ Initial Public Hearing-Nov. 1
▪ Upcoming Events (Event/Survey Opportunity): 

▪ Nov. 4-Mommy and Me (Event/Survey Opportunity
▪ Nov. 11-Veteren’s Lunch
▪ Nov. 19-Southern Spirits
▪ Nov. 30-Winter Kick-off
▪ Dec. 1-Wednesday Wonders
▪ Dec. 3-Holiday Walk Art Contest
▪ Dec. 4-Holiday Market (Depot Park)

▪ Get local staff’s thoughts on:
▪ Strengths and weaknesses of existing plan
▪ Major issues emerging in last 5 years that need to be addressed
▪ Any sensitive topics, e.g., elections, development, citizen concerns?
▪ Public engagement considerations
▪ Answer any questions
▪ Develop online webpage 



Schedule
November-June
▪ Initial Public Hearing: Nov. 1
▪ Steering Committee Meeting #1-December (TBD)
▪ In-house Interviews (Staff, Department Heads, Mayor and Council)
▪ Open additional public engagement opportunity-Website/Survey-Nov. 11
▪ Steering Committee Meeting #2-January (TBD)
▪ Public Meeting/Engagement Opportunity #1-January (TBD)
▪ Steering Committee Meeting #3- February (TBD)
▪ Public Meeting/Engagement Opportunity #2-February (TBD)
▪ City Council Work Session-Feb. 28
▪ Pre-transmittal public hearing, aka “Second Required Public Hearing”-

March 7
▪ March/April-Finalize Document
▪ Transmit plan document to ARC and DCA to begin regional and state 

review
▪ Deadline for review, approval, and local adoption: June 30, 2022



Questions

Keri Stevens
Planning Administrator

Atlanta Regional Commission
404-455-4745

kstevens@atlantaregional.org
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 1 

STEERING COMMITTEE MEETING #2 

COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT 

Planning and Zoning Division 
 

2529 J.O. Stephenson Avenue 
Kennesaw, GA 30144 

 

KENNESAW 2022 COMPREHENSIVE PLAN UPDATE 

Zoom Link: https://us02web.zoom.us/
j/86186615066?
pwd=UXZyb1M4Tzh6VXFiaXUvNVJVbVUzZz09  
 

1. Welcome 

2. Timeline: Where are we in the process? 

3. Recap of 1st Steering Committee Meeting: 

What we heard 

4. Brief Review of:   

 Strengths, Weaknesses, Opportunities & 
Threats (SWOT) 

 2017 Comprehensive Plan Goals 
 Short Term Work Program (STWP) 

5. Land Use Discussion 

 Future Land Use Map (FLUM) 
 Kennesaw’s “FLUM Categories” 

6. Survey Results 

 Survey results collected at city events 
 Online survey results 

 Survey link: https://publicinput.com/
B4807 

7. Next Steps  

 Brainstorm Comp Plan slogan ideas 

 Send any relevant plans and/or data to Albert 
8. Adjourn 

KENNESAW PROJECT MANAGER 

ALBERT TREVINO 
atrevino@kennesaw-ga.gov 
 

ZONING ADMINISTRATOR 

DARRYL SIMMONS 
dsimmons@kennesaw-ga.gov 
 
OFFICE: (770) 590-8268 
WEBSITE: kennesaw-ga.gov 

ATLANTA REGIONAL COMMISSION 

(ARC) PROJECT MANAGER 

KERI STEVENS 
kstevens@atlantaregional.org 

 
MEETING DATE/TIME 

FEBRUARY 1, 2022  
10 - 11:30 AM 

 
MEETING LOCATION 

ZOOM CALL - VIRTUAL 

Steering Committee #1: November 29, 2021 
Steering Committee #2: February 1, 2022 @ 10A 
Public Meeting #1: February 9, 2022 @ 6:30PM 
Public Meeting #2: February 24, 2022 @ 6:30PM 
Steering Committee #3: TBD (early March 2022) 

Finalize Plan: March through May 2022 
Adoption of Comp Plan: June 30, 2022 

PROJECT TIMELINE 

Alisha Smith, Director of Projects and Planning, Town Center 
Community Improvement District  
Allison Giddens, President, Win-Tech, Inc. 
Dr. Brien E. Martin, Senior Pastor, Sardis Missionary Baptist Church 

Craig VanDevere, Director of Campus Planning, Kennesaw State 
University 
Dale Hughes, Chief Executive Officer, Everyday People Group, LLC 

Dana Johnson, Chief Operating Officer, Cobb Chamber 
David Webb, Intergovernmental Coordinator/Planner III, Cobb County 
Community Development 
Derek Easterling, Mayor, City of Kennesaw 

Doug Stoner, Director of Business Development, Foresite Group 

Holly Quinlan, President & Chief Executive Officer, Cobb County 
Travel and Tourism 

Jay Cunningham, Founder, Superior Plumbing 

Jennifer Hogan, Director of Bike Share and Regional Trail System, 
Town Center Community Alliance and Community Improvement District 
Jim Jaquish, Center for Strategic Relations of Local Government 
Affairs, Atlanta Regional Commission 

Karl Von Hagel, Airport Manager, Cobb County International Airport, 
Cobb County Department of Transportation 

Kevin Whipple, Chairman, Kennesaw Historic Preservation 
Commission 

Kimberly Owen, Director of Real Estate, Kennesaw State University 

Laura Beall, Planning Division Manager, Cobb County Department of 
Transportation 

Luke Howe, Director of Economic Development, City of Kennesaw 

Miranda Taylor, Economic Development Specialist, City of Kennesaw  
Perry Fowler, Senior Pastor, Kennesaw First Baptist Church 

Ricky Stewart, Director of Public Works, City of Kennesaw 

Tim Cox, Assistant Director of Public Works, City of Kennesaw 

Travis McComb, Director of Accountability & Property, Cobb County 
School District 
Tyler Reinagel, Associate Vice-President of Economic Development, 
Kennesaw State University 
Vanita Keswani, Guest Experience Manager, Smith-Gilbert Botanical 
Gardens, City of Kennesaw 

 

 

Honoring Our Heritage … Forging Our Future 

STEERING COMMITTEE MEMBERS (A - Z) MEETING AGENDA 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/86186615066?pwd=UXZyb1M4Tzh6VXFiaXUvNVJVbVUzZz09
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/86186615066?pwd=UXZyb1M4Tzh6VXFiaXUvNVJVbVUzZz09
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/86186615066?pwd=UXZyb1M4Tzh6VXFiaXUvNVJVbVUzZz09
https://www.dropbox.com/s/sgv2a3rwvjjhrcw/Future%20Land%20Use%20Map%20with%20Landmarks.pdf?dl=0
https://www.dropbox.com/s/9u4m2g8gtvgmy1j/FLUM%20Categories%20and%20Color%20Designations.pdf?dl=0
https://www.dropbox.com/s/awfel27c5sf2c8h/Survey%20Data.pdf?dl=0
https://publicinput.com/B4807
https://publicinput.com/B4807


CITY OF KENNESAW





• Welcome 
• Timeline: Where are we in the process?
• Recap of 1st Steering Committee Meeting: What we heard
• Brief Review of:

• Strengths, Weaknesses, Opportunities, Threats (SWOT)
• 2017 Comprehensive Plan Goals
• Short Term Work Program (STWP) 

• Land Use Discussion
• Survey Results
• Next Steps
• Adjourn

Meeting Agenda



• November 2021 to June 2022

• Initial Public Hearing: November 1, 2021 (Done)
• Steering Committee Meeting #1 - November 29, 2021 (Done)
• In-house Interviews (Staff, Department Heads, Mayor and Council) 

(Underway)
• Open additional public engagement opportunity - Website/Survey-

(On-going/Open)
• Steering Committee Meeting #2 – February 1, 2022 (Today)
• Public Meeting/Engagement Opportunity #1 - February 9, 2022

PROJECT TIMELINE



• November 2021 to June 2022

• Public Meeting/Engagement Opportunity #2 - February 24, 2022
• Steering Committee Meeting #3 - Early March 2022 (TBD)
• City Council Work Session - March 14, 2022
• Pre-transmittal public hearing, aka “Second Required Public 

Hearing” - March 21, 2022 
• March/April 2022 - Finalize Document
• Transmit plan document to ARC and DCA to begin regional and 

state review
• Deadline for review, approval, and local adoption: June 30, 

2022

PROJECT TIMELINE
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The City of Kennesaw is a diverse and forward-looking community engaged in 
shaping its own future. The residents, employees and businesses of Kennesaw 
are working to capitalize on the qualities and values that have made it a 
successful community.

To be a successful community, Kennesaw will:
• Create great public spaces and thoroughfares with well balanced, fiscally 

sound, infrastructure investments.
• Work to ensure existing business and retail vitality while expanding the 

economy with community partners.
• Preserve the City’s hometown atmosphere while growing the economy and 

population through impactful redevelopment within the downtown and along 
major corridors.
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Future Land Use Map
(FLUM)



• The future land use map is a community's 
visual guide to future planning. 

• It provides a generalized view of how land in 
the City is intended to be used. 

• It does not necessarily show land use as it 
exists today, and it does not show zoning 
information.

• It should bring together most if not all of the 
elements of the comprehensive plan such 
as natural resources, economic 
development, housing and transportation.

Purpose of a FLUM



• Kennesaw is mostly built-out
• Any new growth will be redevelopment
• 86% of the city’s parcels are residential

FLUM Quickfacts from 2017



CAC – Community Activity Center
DAC – Downtown Activity Center
NAC – Neighborhood Activity 
Center
I – Industrial
PI – Public Service/Institutional
TCU – Transportation 
Communication Utilities

FLUM CATEGORIES 
AND COLOR DESIGNATION

Unshaded property within the city 
limits will be updated in the 2022 
Comprehensive Plan



RAC – Regional Activity Center
PUD – Planned Unit Development
RH – Residential High
RL – Residential Low/Medium
PRC – Park/Recreation/Conservation
Lake

FLUM CATEGORIES 
AND COLOR DESIGNATION



RAC – Regional Activity Center
• These are areas of large 

developments and serve as 
regional destinations for 
employment and retail.

DAC – Downtown Activity Center
• This area is the traditional 

downtown of Kennesaw. For 
this area the City of 
Kennesaw completed an LCI 
study and that should be used 
as the guiding plan.



CAC – Community Activity Center
• These areas provided 

services to the community but 
are not as intense as the 
Regional Activity Center

NAC – Neighborhood Activity Center
• These areas provide services 

to small areas within the 
community.



PI – Public/Institutional
• This category includes certain 

state, federal or local 
government uses, and 
institutional land uses. 
Government uses include 
government building complexes, 
police and fire stations, libraries, 
prisons, post offices, schools, 
military installations, etc. 
Examples of institutional land 
uses include colleges, 
churches, cemeteries, hospitals.

TCU – Transportation 
Communication Utilities
• Areas of utilities and 

transportation



I – Industrial
• These are areas intended for 

manufacturing facilities, 
processing plants, factories, 
warehousing and wholesale 
trade facilities.

PUD – Planned Unit Development
• Areas planned under a 

separate master plan



RH – Residential High
• These are areas of residential 

land uses with the city. This 
may be single family or multi-
family but new development 
should reflect the character of 
the surrounding development. 
The recommended densities 
are:

• High: 4-16 units per acre

RL – Residential Low/Medium
• These are areas of residential 

land uses with the city. This may 
be single family or multi-family 
but new development should 
reflect the character of the 
surrounding development. The 
recommended densities are:

• Low/Medium: 1-4 units per acre



PRC –
Park/Recreation/Conservation
• This category is for land 

dedicated to active or passive 
recreational uses. These areas 
may be either publicly or 
privately owned and may 
include playgrounds, public 
parks, nature preserves, wildlife 
management areas, national 
forests, golf courses, recreation 
centers or similar uses.

Lake
• Bodies of Water



Future Land Use Map
Focus Areas
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• Unshaded areas will be given a suitable future land use 
category designation. 

• Areas located on the City’s edge must take into consideration 
Cobb County’s future land use category designation.

Other areas to discuss



Show Full Sized 
Future Land Use Map



Survey Results



Survey Results from City Events
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Survey Results from City Events: 
General Responses

• Major strengths: events, historic, quiet, safe, downtown, cultural 
institutions, mayor, police, parks, restaurants/food, friendly people, 
diversity, small town feel, walkable, clean streets, family friendly, 
Noonday Creek trail upgrades

• Major weaknesses: traffic, not enough trails and sidewalks, new 
apartments, not enough downtown businesses, perception of being a 
college town, not wanting affordable housing, poor roadway conditions, 
un-kept retention ponds, property taxes too high, too many cars in one 
driveway, trains are too slow and noisy and airplanes are too loud, not 
enough parking for events, too much industrial near downtown, 
confederate images/Wildman’s



Survey Results from City Events: 
General Responses

• Would you consider moving to Kennesaw, why?: 
• Yes: affordable, good gun laws, lovely place to live, clean compared 

to other areas, great parks, low crime rate
• No: already established and too far from work and family, traffic is a 

problem, unaffordable
• What services/businesses would you like to see more of:

restaurants, murals/art/sculptures, theatre, vegan friendly eateries, 
vendor opportunities (car shows and food), businesses that cater to 
families and kids, parks/playgrounds, foot traffic shops, large 
corporations so the town stays thriving



Survey Results from City Events: 
General Responses

• General comments: infrastructure is not keeping up with 
new development, why is there no light-rail when railroads 
are everywhere, want more creative restaurants and bars, 
we need more drug & underage smoking awareness, it takes 
forever to open a new business, need a “How to Guide” for 
new residents, want more downtown dining and 
entertainment options, finish the Sardis Street road extension 
and bridge over the railroad tracks



Survey Results from Online 
(as of 01/31/2022)

• Responses: 199 people
• Homeowners responded: 84%
• Survey participants

• Racial composition:
• 65% White
• 9% Black
• 5% Multiple races
• 5% Asian

• Gender: equal amounts of male/female

Link to survey results: www.publicinput.com/Report/4yp14bx4arb

http://www.publicinput.com/Report/4yp14bx4arb


Survey Results from Online 
(as of 01/31/2022)

• Quality of life
• Low – 6%
• Average – 42%
• High – 52%

• Strengths: parks, low crime, downtown, breweries
• Weaknesses: downtown, civil war memorabilia, traffic, 

apartments
• Needs: more retail, more restaurants, more single-family 

homes (54%)

Link to survey results: www.publicinput.com/Report/4yp14bx4arb

http://www.publicinput.com/Report/4yp14bx4arb


Community Engagement Considerations

•
•
•

•
•
•
•

•
•
•



ADVERTISING PLATFORMS

• LED Billboard on Cobb Parkway
• City’s LED Billboard Marquee
• City website
• City social media
• Flyers
• Postcards
• Yard signs
• Marietta Daily Journal
• Word of mouth

Yard signs Flyers

LED Billboard

Postcards



Next Steps

•
•
•

•
•

•
•

•
•

Posted signs around town

https://publicinput.com/B4807




Thank you!
Keri Stevens

Planning Administrator, Atlanta Regional Commission (ARC)
404-455-4745 or kstevens@atlantaregional.org
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STEERING COMMITTEE MEETING #3 

COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT 

Planning and Zoning Division 
 

2529 J.O. Stephenson Avenue 
Kennesaw, GA 30144 

 

KENNESAW 2022 COMPREHENSIVE PLAN UPDATE 

Zoom Link: https://us02web.zoom.us/
j/82866868478?
pwd=UGM4eHp2MGlKMXZTU0ZxQnBISm92QT09   
 

1. Welcome 

2. Project Timeline: Where are we in the process? 

3. DCA Broadband Program - Amy Stone 

4. Finalize: 

 Vision and Goals 
 Assets and Challenges 
 Short Term Work Program (STWP) - 

Community Work Program (CWP) 
 Future Land Use Map (FLUM) 

5. Public Engagement Meetings: What we heard 

6. Website and Public Survey Results 

 Update 
7. Questions/Comments from Committee 

8. Adjourn 

 To Committee Members: Thank you for your 
time, energy, great feedback, wonderful 
comments and thoughtful concerns. I 
appreciate everyone’s commitment to this 
project. Your participation has been 
invaluable. Thank you!  

          -  Albert Trevino 

 

KENNESAW PROJECT MANAGER 

ALBERT TREVINO 
atrevino@kennesaw-ga.gov 
 

ZONING ADMINISTRATOR 

DARRYL SIMMONS 
dsimmons@kennesaw-ga.gov 
 
OFFICE: (770) 590-8268 
WEBSITE: kennesaw-ga.gov 

ATLANTA REGIONAL COMMISSION 

(ARC) PROJECT MANAGER 

KERI STEVENS 
kstevens@atlantaregional.org 

 
MEETING DATE/TIME 

TUESDAY, MARCH 8, 2022  
11 AM - 12:30 PM 

 
MEETING LOCATION 

ZOOM CALL - VIRTUAL 

Steering Committee #1: November 29, 2021 
Steering Committee #2: February 1, 2022 @ 10A 
Public Meeting #1: February 9, 2022 @ 6:30PM 
Public Meeting #2: February 24, 2022 @ 6:30PM 
Steering Committee #3: March 8, 2022 @ 11A 

Finalize Plan: March through May 2022 
Adoption of Comp Plan: June 30, 2022 

PROJECT TIMELINE - ON SCHEDULE 

Alisha Smith, Director of Projects and Planning, Town Center 
Community Improvement District  
Allison Giddens, President, Win-Tech, Inc. 
Dr. Brien E. Martin, Senior Pastor, Sardis Missionary Baptist Church 

Craig VanDevere, Director of Campus Planning, Kennesaw State 
University 
Dale Hughes, Chief Executive Officer, Everyday People Group, LLC 

Dana Johnson, Chief Operating Officer, Cobb Chamber 
Derek Easterling, Mayor, City of Kennesaw 

Doug Stoner, Director of Business Development, Foresite Group 

Holly Quinlan, President & Chief Executive Officer, Cobb County 
Travel and Tourism 

Jay Cunningham, Founder, Superior Plumbing 

Jennifer Hogan, Director of Bike Share and Regional Trail System, 
Town Center Community Alliance and Community Improvement District 
Jim Jaquish, Center for Strategic Relations of Local Government 
Affairs, Atlanta Regional Commission 

Karl Von Hagel, Airport Manager, Cobb County International Airport, 
Cobb County Department of Transportation 

Kevin Whipple, Chairman, Kennesaw Historic Preservation 
Commission 

Kimberly Owen, Director of Real Estate, Kennesaw State University 

Laura Beall, Planning Division Manager, Cobb County Department of 
Transportation 

Luke Howe, Director of Economic Development, City of Kennesaw 

Mandy Elliott, Planner III/Historic Preservation Planner, Cobb County 
Community Development Agency 
Miranda Taylor, Economic Development Specialist, City of Kennesaw  
Perry Fowler, Senior Pastor, Kennesaw First Baptist Church 

Ricky Stewart, Director of Public Works, City of Kennesaw 

Tim Cox, Assistant Director of Public Works, City of Kennesaw 

Travis McComb, Director of Accountability & Property, Cobb County 
School District 
Tyler Reinagel, Associate Vice-President of Economic Development, 
Kennesaw State University 
Vanita Keswani, Guest Experience Manager, Smith-Gilbert Botanical 
Gardens, City of Kennesaw 

Honoring Our Heritage … Forging Our Future 

STEERING COMMITTEE MEMBERS (A - Z) MEETING AGENDA 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/82866868478?pwd=UGM4eHp2MGlKMXZTU0ZxQnBISm92QT09
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/82866868478?pwd=UGM4eHp2MGlKMXZTU0ZxQnBISm92QT09
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/82866868478?pwd=UGM4eHp2MGlKMXZTU0ZxQnBISm92QT09


CITY OF KENNESAW
2022 COMPREHENSIVE PLAN UPDATE
Steering Committee #3:  
March 8, 2020: 11AM

Comprehensive Planning Services



• Welcome
• Project Timeline
• Broadband Speaker: Amy Stone 
• Vision and Goals-Confirm/Amend
• Assets and Challenges: Confirm and Review Proposed
• STWP (CWP): Review Proposed
• Future Land Use Map (FLUM) Changes-Confirm 
• Public Meetings (February 9 and February 24)-What we heard.
• Website: Update and Survey Results
• Questions/Comments

Meeting Agenda



• November 2021 to June 2022

• Initial Public Hearing: November 1, 2021 (Done)
• Steering Committee Meeting #1 - November 29, 2021 (Done)
• In-house Interviews (Staff, Department Heads, Mayor and Council) 

(Underway)
• Open additional public engagement opportunity - Website/Survey-

(On-going/Open)
• Steering Committee Meeting #2 – February 1, 2022 (Done)
• Public Meeting/Engagement Opportunity #1 - February 9, 2022 

(Done)

PROJECT TIMELINE



• November 2021 to June 2022

• Public Meeting/Engagement Opportunity #2 - February 24, 2022 
(Done)

• Steering Committee Meeting #3 – March 8, 2022
• City Council Work Session - March 28, 2022
• Pre-transmittal public hearing, aka “Second Required Public 

Hearing” – April 4, 2022 
• March/April 2022-Finalize Document
• Transmit plan document to ARC and DCA to begin regional and 

state review
• Deadline for review, approval, and local adoption: June 30, 

2022

PROJECT TIMELINE



Welcome Amy Stone, AIA: Design Manager

•Represents Department of Community Affairs 
Broadband Initiatives

Broadband 



BROADBAND AVAILABILITY

Map Legend:
No locations
Served
Unserved



2017 Comprehensive Plan: Goals
The City of Kennesaw is a diverse and forward-looking community 
engaged in shaping its own future. The residents, employees and 
businesses of Kennesaw are working to capitalize on the qualities and 
values that have made it a successful community.

To be a successful community, Kennesaw will:
• Create great public spaces and thoroughfares with well balanced, 

fiscally sound, infrastructure investments.
• Work to ensure existing business and retail vitality while expanding 

the economy with community partners.
• Preserve the City’s hometown atmosphere while growing the 

economy and population through impactful redevelopment within the 
downtown and along major corridors.



2017 Comprehensive Plan Overview: 

Assets and Challenges
Challenges
• Perception of Downtown 
• Transportation and Transit 
• Community Boundaries
• Land Availability and Redevelopment

Assets 
• Kennesaw State University
• McCollum Airport 
• Downtown Kennesaw and historic districts
• Parks 



Assets and Challenges: Proposed
Challenges:
• Housing
• Broadband  

Assets 
• Cultural Institutions: Museum/Gardens
• City Events



Short Term Work Program (Community 
Work Plan): Proposed

• Conduct a Broadband study to addresses future community needs 
and investigate Federal and State incentives and programs

• Establish a quarterly coordination meeting with KSU

• Conduct a pedestrian and bike study

• Work with the Downtown Development Authority and Economic 
Development staff to recruit new restaurants and businesses



Future Land Use Map
(FLUM)



CAC – Community Activity Center
DAC – Downtown Activity Center
NAC – Neighborhood Activity 
Center
I – Industrial
PI – Public Service/Institutional
TCU – Transportation 
Communication Utilities

FLUM CATEGORIES 
AND COLOR DESIGNATION

Unshaded property within the city 
limits will be updated in the 2022 
Comprehensive Plan



RAC – Regional Activity Center
PUD – Planned Unit Development
RH – Residential High
RL – Residential Low/Medium
PRC – Park/Recreation/Conservation
Lake

FLUM CATEGORIES 
AND COLOR DESIGNATION



RAC – Regional Activity Center
• These are areas of large 

developments and serve as 
regional destinations for 
employment and retail.

DAC – Downtown Activity Center
• This area is the traditional 

downtown of Kennesaw. For 
this area the City of 
Kennesaw completed an LCI 
study and that should be used 
as the guiding plan.



CAC – Community Activity Center
• These areas provided 

services to the community but 
are not as intense as the 
Regional Activity Center

NAC – Neighborhood Activity Center
• These areas provide services 

to small areas within the 
community.



PI – Public/Institutional
• This category includes certain 

state, federal or local 
government uses, and 
institutional land uses. 
Government uses include 
government building complexes, 
police and fire stations, libraries, 
prisons, post offices, schools, 
military installations, etc. 
Examples of institutional land 
uses include colleges, 
churches, cemeteries, hospitals.

TCU – Transportation 
Communication Utilities
• Areas of utilities and 

transportation



I – Industrial
• These are areas intended for 

manufacturing facilities, 
processing plants, factories, 
warehousing and wholesale 
trade facilities.

PUD – Planned Unit Development
• Areas planned under a 

separate master plan



RH – Residential High
• These are areas of residential 

land uses with the city. This 
may be single family or multi-
family but new development 
should reflect the character of 
the surrounding development. 
The recommended densities 
are:

• High: 4-16 units per acre

RL – Residential Low/Medium
• These are areas of residential 

land uses with the city. This may 
be single family or multi-family 
but new development should 
reflect the character of the 
surrounding development. The 
recommended densities are:

• Low/Medium: 1-4 units per acre



PRC –
Park/Recreation/Conservation
• This category is for land 

dedicated to active or passive 
recreational uses. These areas 
may be either publicly or 
privately owned and may 
include playgrounds, public 
parks, nature preserves, wildlife 
management areas, national 
forests, golf courses, recreation 
centers or similar uses.

Lake
• Bodies of Water



Future Land Use Map
Focus Areas
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Public Meetings

Interactive Exercises
• Assets and Challenges
• Land Use
• Parks and Trails
• DIY Budgeting
• Short Term Work Program
• Transportation
• Historic Preservation

Participants: 22
Dates: February 9 and 24 
Facebook Live: ?

Format: 
• Presentation
• 7 Interactive Exercises



Public Meetings-What we Heard

Downtown is an asset and a challenge:
• Need more restaurants and retail
• Breweries and Entertainment District are an asset

• Some building have been restored and others are neglected

Kennesaw has a small-town feel:
• Concern over population growth and KSU

Traffic and walkability/bike facilities are a challenge:
• There are many dangerous intersections
• Some parts are walkable/bikeable, but many areas are not 

pedestrian/bike friendly



Public Meetings-What we Heard

Parks/Cultural Facilities are an asset:
• Museum/Gardens are assets
• Need more more/expanded parks

DIY Budgeting:
• Highest priority: Economic Development/Transportation 

KSU is an asset and challenge:
• Housing needs 
• Impact on feel of Kennesaw-Concern over becoming a 

college town



Website

Participants: 309
Views: 2,737
Closing: March 11
Link:
Kennesaw 
Comprehensive 
Plan Update 2022 -
PublicInput.com

https://publicinput.com/B4807


Website

Quality of Life



Website

Why you visit downtown Kennesaw.



Website



Website



Website

Dangerous Locations



Questions



Thank you!
Keri Stevens

Planning Administrator, Atlanta Regional Commission (ARC)
404-455-4745 or kstevens@atlantaregional.org



CITY OF KENNESAW
COMPREHENSIVE PLAN UPDATE

Public Meeting #2:  
February 9 and February 24, 2022  
6:30PM-8:30PM
2753 Watts Drive, Kennesaw, GA 
Ben Robertson Community Center 
& Facebook Live

Comprehensive Planning Services

TAKE OUR 

ONLINE SURVEY



Introductions

• City of Kennesaw:

• Darryl Simmons, Zoning Administrator
• Albert Trevino, Asst. Zoning Administrator/Planner

• Atlanta Regional Commission (ARC):

• Keri Stevens, Planning Administrator (Available Virtually)



• Welcome City of Kennesaw! 
• Why do we plan? What is required in a Comprehensive 

Plan?
• Project Timeline
• Current Kennesaw Data Trends

• Demographics, Economics, Housing & Transportation
• 2017 Comprehensive Plan Overview
• Online Survey Page – Closes on March 1st, 2022
• Interactive Table Exercises

Meeting Agenda



To ensure fairness for all participants (in-person and virtual):

• IN-PERSON ATTENDEES: Questions or statements must be spoken into 
the microphone (so that our virtual friends can hear) or questions may be 
written on comment cards.

• VIRTUAL ATTENDEES: All questions must be typed within the chat feature 
on Facebook Live. 
• Note: Comments posted on Facebook Live tonight will not be visible by 

city staff or answered in real time. 

All questions will be answered by staff within 10-business days and posted to 
the city’s website at www.kennesaw-ga.gov/planning/.

Questions can also be e-mailed to: compplan@kennesaw-ga.gov.

Rules of Engagement



Why Do We Plan?

• Prepare for the future
• Anticipate change
• Accommodate the present
• Enhance strengths
• Minimize weaknesses
• Build community
• Provide for the public health,  

safety and welfare



REQUIRED

Also
REQUIRED

VISION 
AND 

GOALS

NEEDS 
AND

OPPORTUNITIES

COMMUNITY
WORK 

PROGRAM

HISTORIC & 
CULTURAL 

RESOURCES
OPTIONAL
Elements

HOUSING

GREENSPACE

ECONOMIC 
DEVELOPMENT

TRANSPOR-
TATION

RECREATION

LAND USE

Required Comprehensive Plan Elements

BROADBAND 
SERVICES



Comprehensive Plan Update

• City of Kennesaw’s Responsibilities 
• Designate primary contact to coordinate with 

ARC-Albert Trevino (Done)
• Develop Report of Accomplishments (ROA), 

showing status of items in existing Work Plan 
(Underway)

• Develop new Work Plan, with ARC input 
(Underway)

• Form Steering Committee, which must 
include an elected official and person with an 
economic interest  (Done)



Comprehensive Plan Update

• City of Kennesaw’s Responsibilities 
• Schedule Steering Committee meetings 

(Underway)
• Develop public awareness and invitations to 

public meetings (Underway)
• Post notices of public hearings as required 

by community’s existing procedures (1st-
Done)

• Provide timely notice to ARC of local 
government meetings that ARC staff should 
attend



• Atlanta Regional Commission’s (ARC’s) 
Responsibilities

• Designate Project Manager - Keri Stevens (Done)
• Update Needs and Opportunities/Vision and Goals as 

needed, using ARC resources, local data, and 
community input (Underway)

• Review updated Work Plan developed by local staff 
(Underway)

• Update Land Use, Transportation, Housing, and 
Economic Development Elements (Underway)

• Present/support/attend both required public hearings 
(one at kick-off and one prior to transmittal for 
regional/state review) (First Public Hearing-Done)

Comprehensive Plan Update



Comprehensive Plan Update

• Atlanta Regional Commission’s (ARC’s) 
Responsibilities

• Facilitate one (1) public meeting (Completed)
• Develop survey, etc. (Done and Underway)
• Facilitate three (3) Steering Committee meetings 

(Underway)
• Develop language for official public hearing notices (Done)
• Develop ads and other public involvement materials (Done)
• Implement any revisions required by DCA following state 

review 
• Provide final plan and other documents



• November 2021 to June 2022

• Initial Public Hearing: November 1, 2021 (Done)
• Steering Committee Meeting #1 - November 29, 2021 (Done)
• In-house Interviews (Staff, Department Heads, Mayor and Council) 

(Underway)
• Open additional public engagement opportunity - Website/Survey-

(On-going/Open)
• Steering Committee Meeting #2 – February 1, 2022 (Done)
• Public Meeting/Engagement Opportunity #1 - February 9, 2022 

(Done)

PROJECT TIMELINE



• November 2021 to June 2022

• Public Meeting/Engagement Opportunity #2 - February 24, 2022 (Today)
• Steering Committee Meeting #3 - Early March 2022 (TBD)
• City Council Work Session - March 28, 2022
• Pre-transmittal public hearing, aka “Second Required Public Hearing” –

April 4, 2022 
• March/April 2022 - Finalize Document
• Transmit plan document to ARC and DCA to begin regional and state 

review
• Deadline for review, approval, and local adoption: June 30, 2022

PROJECT TIMELINE



Poll Question



If Kennesaw were to relocate and build a 
brand new City Hall building, where do you 
think it should go?

Poll Question #1



DEMOGRAPHIC 
TRENDS



POPULATION CHANGE

+17%

+143%



POPULATION COMPARISON



RACIAL COMPOSITION



RACIAL COMPOSITION COMPARISON



HOUSING TRENDS



METRO ATL HOUSING STRATEGY



HOUSING TENURE



HOUSEHOLD INCOME DISTRIBUTION: 
RENTERS & OWNERS



MONTHLY HOUSING COSTS: RENTERS & 
OWNERS



ECONOMIC TRENDS



BROADBAND AVAILABILITY

Map Legend:
No locations
Served
Unserved



MEDIAN HOUSEHOLD INCOME



INCOME DISTRIBUTION



WORKPLACE AREA CHARACTERISTICS



RESIDENT AREA CHARACTERISTICS
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2017 Comprehensive Plan: Goals
The City of Kennesaw is a diverse and forward-looking community 
engaged in shaping its own future. The residents, employees and 
businesses of Kennesaw are working to capitalize on the qualities and 
values that have made it a successful community.

To be a successful community, Kennesaw will:
• Create great public spaces and thoroughfares with well balanced, 

fiscally sound, infrastructure investments.
• Work to ensure existing business and retail vitality while expanding 

the economy with community partners.
• Preserve the City’s hometown atmosphere while growing the 

economy and population through impactful redevelopment within the 
downtown and along major corridors.



2017 Comprehensive Plan Overview: 

Assets and Challenges
Challenges
• Perception of Downtown 
• Transportation and Transit 
• Community Boundaries
• Land Availability and Redevelopment

Assets 
• Kennesaw State University
• McCollum Airport 
• Downtown Kennesaw and historic districts
• Parks 



How can the City best connect to 
Kennesaw State University (KSU)?
A. Build dedicated pathways for walking/biking
B. Bus and shuttle service
C. Build student housing within close proximity to KSU
D. All of the above
E. None of the above. The City should not connect to KSU
F. Other: Please write answer on comment card or chat box

Poll Question #2



Future Land Use Map
(FLUM)



• The future land use map is a community's visual 
guide to future planning. 

• It provides a generalized view of how land in the 
City is intended to be used. 

• It does not necessarily show land use as it exists 
today, and it does not show zoning information. 

• It should bring together most if not all of the 
elements of the comprehensive plan such as 
natural resources, economic development, housing 
and transportation.

Purpose of a FLUM



• Kennesaw is mostly built-out
• Any new growth will be redevelopment
• 86% of the city’s parcels are residential

FLUM Quickfacts from 2017



CAC – Community Activity Center
DAC – Downtown Activity Center
NAC – Neighborhood Activity 
Center
I – Industrial
PI – Public Service/Institutional
TCU – Transportation 
Communication Utilities

FLUM CATEGORIES 
AND COLOR DESIGNATION

Unshaded property within the city 
limits will be updated in the 2022 
Comprehensive Plan



RAC – Regional Activity Center
PUD – Planned Unit Development
RH – Residential High
RL – Residential Low/Medium
PRC – Park/Recreation/Conservation
Lake

FLUM CATEGORIES 
AND COLOR DESIGNATION



Future Land Use Map
Focus Areas



Downtown 

Kennesaw



Downtown 

Kennesaw



Cherokee 

Street



Kennesaw 

Town Center

Downtown 

Gateway



Kennesaw 

Town Center

Downtown 

Gateway



Future 

Development

Phase I

Phase II

Future 

Retail

Kennesaw 

Town Center

Kennesaw Town Center Renderings along Summer Street
Downtown



Swift-Cantrell 

Park



Swift-Cantrell 

Park



Swift-Cantrell 

Park



• After this presentation, please visit the Future Land Use Map 
table to provide your input on where and how future growth 
shall occur.

Other areas to discuss



Where would you like to see the City 
expand its boundaries through annexation?
A. North (towards City of Acworth)
B. South (towards City of Marietta)
C. East (towards KSU/Town Center Mall)
D. West (towards Paulding County)
E. All of the above
F. None of the above. The City should not expand its boundaries
G. Other: Please write answer on comment card or chat box

Poll Question #3



Downtown

Airport

Legacy 
Park

Kennesaw 
Marketplace

KSU

A. North 
(toward City of Acworth)

C. East
(toward KSU/Town Center Mall)

D. West
(toward Paulding County)

B. South 
(toward City of Marietta)

Kennesaw’s 
City Limits

=

=
Acworth’s City 
Limits

=
Cobb County’s 
jurisdiction

Legend: Where would you like to see the City 
expand its boundaries through 
annexation?

A. North (towards City of Acworth)
B. South (towards City of Marietta)
C. East (towards KSU/Town Center Mall)
D. West (towards Paulding County)
E. All of the above
F. None of the above. The City should 

not expand its boundaries
G. Other: Please write answer on 

comment card or chat box

Question:



Next Steps:

• Wrapping up all public input on 
March 1st, 2022

• Comp Plan Webpage: 
www.kennesaw-ga.gov/planning/
• Take online survey
• View project timeline
• View/download documents

TAKE OUR 

ONLINE SURVEY



Interactive Exercises:

Each Station will have specific instructions. 

1. Assets and Challenges Map 
2. Land Use 
3. Parks and Trails
4. Budgeting the City’s money 
5. Short-term Work Program
6. Transportation (Connectivity) 
7. Historic Preservation



Thank you!

Please visit our interactive stations.



Staff Members

• City of Kennesaw:

• Darryl Simmons, Zoning Administrator
• Albert Trevino, Asst. Zoning Administrator/Planner
• Tanyel Aviles, Community Development Specialist
• James Friedrich, Deputy City Clerk
• Andrew Gasparini, Asst. to the City Manager
• Miranda Taylor, Economic Development Specialist
• Derek Cox, Business License Manager











The City of Kennesaw 2022 Comprehensive Plan Update 
Public Meeting #1/#2: Results 

 
Attendance (Sign-in Sheet): 22 
Facebook Live: On-going 
Staff: 8 
 
The City of Kennesaw, in partnership with the Atlanta Regional 
Commission (ARC), conducted two hybrid Public Meetings 
(February 9 and February 24, 2022) to get community input on 
the update to the Comprehensive Plan. The results from the 
meeting are shown below.  
 
ARC and Kennesaw staff members provided a brief 
presentation to start the meeting outlining demographic information, asked three poll questions during 
the presentation, and assisted attendee in participating in seven interactive stations.  Each station had a 
topic and set of instructions on how to participate.  The presentation and participation packet can be 

found here: Kennesaw Comprehensive Plan Update 2022 - PublicInput.com 
 
City Hall Relocation Poll Question: 

• Convenient Now 

• Great Spot 

• Why do we want to relocate?  

• No new City Hall- It works 

• Need better parking 

• Renovate existing structure 

• Address growth needs-still keep it downtown 

• Possible move Police/other department to another location 

• Square-Visible like Marietta 

• Legacy Park 

• Mixed-use Complex 
 
KSU Connectivity Poll Question:  
A: 6 B: 2 C:1 D: 7 
D: All of the above 

A. Build dedicated pathways for walking/biking 

B. Bus and shuttle service 

C. Build student housing within close proximity to KSU 
 
A: 8 B: 3 C:3 D: 9 
D: All of the above 

A. Build dedicated pathways for walking/biking 

B. Bus and shuttle service 

https://publicinput.com/B4807


C. Build student housing within close proximity to KSU 
 
Notes:  
Partner with concerts/events-extended service to downtown 
Student Housing-More Inclusive environment-Housing needed 
 
Annexation Poll Question:  
A: 5 B: 2 C:8 D: 0 E: 3 
C: East (toward KSU/Town Center Mall) 
 
A: 1 B: 0 C:6 D: 0 E: 0 F: 3 
C: East (toward KSU/Town Center Mall) 
 
Comment Cards:  

• Not enough detail on maps.  Dangerous (treated like drag strips): 
o Main and Moon Station 
o Big Shanty and Cherokee 

• Not pedestrian friendly 

• The flashing lights at crosswalks in the downtown area are a start but most drivers obey them. 
Cars typically won’t stop unless you step out into the road. More enforcement would help but 
I’m sure that is easier said than done.  

• Make it more convenient to get out of Park Drive and Moon Street.  

• Put important information in with the Sanitation Bill.  Such as the information on the meeting, 
and important zoning cases, etc. 

• Keep up to date on broadband services.  

• I would love to see a higher influx of minority, small businesses in Kennesaw. I do not think there 
should be a direct connection between KSU and the city of Kennesaw. 

• Less multi-family development downtown and more restaurants, retailers/boutiques similar to 
Woodstock.  

• To many apartments across from City Hall, by Hooters, by Dairy Quenn, future next to the Post 
Office. Infrastructure doesn’t seem to be in place to support this kind of density.  

• More commercial downtowns, expand “downtown” to include Moon Station, Cherokee, North 
Main, Summers Street-Think of these as downtown.  

• Love the expansion of downtown and Swift Cantrell with rezoning needs more density with 
retail and greenspace.  

• We have to start promoting KSU and the airport as our assets even if they are not in the city 
limits.  

• It depends on the significance of each building or structure and the economic value it adds to 
the city. Depends on the infrastructure how it adds to the appeal.  

• Removing historic resources-NO 

• Preserve the history and change the conversation about the controversy. 

• Historic buildings closer to downtown should be protected but abandoned buildings outside can 
be redeveloped.  



• On Oakridge Drive off HWY 41, there is a new 55+ senior homes/balcony being developed-the 
road is extremely narrow. It is a one/two lane road that does not have designated lanes.  Also, 
with the traffic that goes through, can potentially cause congestion or worst case, accidents.  

• Density needs to be higher-more, housing, more commercial, more businesses. 

• Intersection by Frozen Cow is challenging. 

• Trailer parks. 

• Keep playground in Kennesaw downtown-renew and expand it-not remove. 

• Expand or copy Swift Cantrell Park.  It is getting really busy and another similar park would help-
people love it.  Kennesaw residents are active-see Swift Cantrell Park and Kennesaw Mountain.  

 
 
Exercise #1: Assets and Challenges 
General Post-It Note Comments:  

• Insufficient bike lanes in the area 

• Hard to get out of Park Drive at certain times of the day  

• Need improvements at the intersection of Old Highway 41 and 
Barrett Parkway 

• Good: Cemetery, Swift Cantrell, Depot Park, Adams Park, 
Museum and Gardens 

• Bad: Old Martha Moore 

• Assets 
o Parks: 11 Green Dots 
o Downtown: 1 Green Dot 

• Challenges:  
o Intersection of 41 and Barrett Parkway-1 Red Dot 
o Dobbs Drive South of S. Main Street-1 Red Dot 
o Area South of Swift Cantrell Park (South of Old 41 

HWY)-1 Red Dot 
o Cherokee Street-Downtown-2 Red Dots 

 
Exercise #2: Land Use 

• Less industrial land near Swift Cantrell Park 

• Annex land near KSU 

• Correct the property located below from Parks (PRC) to 
Downtown Activity Center and not Parks (PRC) 

 
 
 

Exercise #3: Parks and Trails  

• Swift Cantrell: 7 Green Dots, 1 Blue Dot, 1 Yellow Dot 

• Pine Mountain Park: 2 Green Dots 

• Pine Mountain Road: Orange Dot along road before Pine Mountain Park (near Butlers Ridge Park) 

• Adams Park: Two Green Dot, One Yellow 



• McCullum Parkway next two Cobb County Property-One Yellow Dot 

• South Main Park Space: One Green, Three Yellow Dots 

• Big Shanty Park: One Green Dot  

• Deerfield Park-One Yellow Dot 

• Open Space across from Adams Park: Orange Dot, Yellow Dot 

• Cherokee Street/Ben King Road: Blue Dot Orange Dot 

• Cherokee/Rock Springs Road and Poplar Dr.: Two Blue Dots 
Post-It Note: Connecting trails regionally-Cobb County  
 
Exercise #4: DIY Budgeting 

• Arts and Culture-$132/$21 

• Code Enforcement (Community Aesthetics)-$116/$26 

• Economic Development-$543/$150 

• Events-$47/$40 

• Natural and Historic Resources-$240/$55 

• Parks-$350/$105 

• Public Safety-$110/$10 

• Public Works-$75/$100 

• Transportation-$161/$237 
 

Exercise #5: Short-Term Work Program 
Take Away: These is broad support for all STWP (CWP) projects/programs shown on the boards. There 
were only five red dots in total.  
 

1. 3 Red Dots: Continue Strategies (through Zoning) aimed at identification of preservation of 
existing stable housing and neighborhoods including preservation of historic properties.  There 
were 7 green and blue dots. 

2. 1 Red Dots: Additional Amendment to the Sustainability Policy.  There were a total of six blue and 
green dots. 

3. 1 Red Dot: Review Historic Preservation Guidelines. There were nine blue dots for this item, 
illustrating that there is support for this project.   
 

 
Annual Review of Unified Development Code 
Strengthen Enforcement of Housing Codes to Revitalize Neighborhoods 
Additional Amendment to Sustainability Policy 
Reevaluate Housing Inventory City-wide and Occupancy Rate 
Review Strategic Growth Plan with Planning and Zoning Department 
Review Historic Preservation Guidelines 
 
Exercise #6: Transportation: 
Existing Conditions: 



• Drawn w/marker-Protected bike lanes needed in various places in the city, including along transit 
routes.  

• Orange dot: HWY 41 and Barrett Parkway 

• Red Dot: Road Crossing on South Main Street-Visibility Issues-Cars do not stop 

• Red Dot: Cherokee Street Kroger-Left turn out of Kroger parking lot-add no turn signal on traffic 
light 

• Red Dot: Cobb Parkway Whole Food Bike path crossing is not visible and dangerous  
Opportunities: 

• Five Yellow dots: Cobb Parkway needs sidewalks to downtown to bike path. 

• Orange dots-2:  Jiles Road and Moon Station 

• 3 Red, 1 Blue, 1 Orange: South Main/Moon Station 

• 1 Yellow. 3 Red: Cobb Parkway and Mark Dobbs Road 
 
Exercise #7: Historic Preservation  
 
Green Dots 
 

1. 2990 N Main Street – Contributing structure 

The J.R. Skelton House (1909) 
2986 N Main Street – Contributing structure 
The Mrs. M.V. Skelton House (1905) 

2. 2981 N Main Street – Contributing structure 

The G.R. Skelton House (1908) 
2975 N Main Street – Contributing structure 
The Thompson-Wooten House (c. 1920) 

3. 2972 N Main Street – Contributing structure 

The G.C. Scroggs House (c. 1930) 
4. 2908 Moon Station Road – Contributing structure 

The S.J. Ellis House (c. 1911) 
5. 2881 N Main Street – Contributing structure 

The J.G. Lewis Building (1903-1904) 
2879 N Main Street – Contributing structure 
The Kennesaw State Bank Building (1908) 
2871 N Main Street – Contributing structure 
The E.R. Wooten Building (1946) 

6. 2829 Cherokee Street 

The Southern Museum of Civil War and Locomotive History (2003) 
7. 2871 Cherokee Street – Contributing structure 

Kennesaw Methodist Church (1881) 
8. 2905 Cherokee Street – Contributing structure 



The J.V. Smith House (c. 1860) 
2913 Cherokee Street – Contributing structure 
The E.M. Kendrick House (1887) 

9. 2726 Watts Drive – Contributing site 

Camp McDonald Park 
10. Kennesaw Cemetery – Contributing site 

11. Kennesaw Cemetery – Contributing site 

12. 6997 Keene Street – Non-contributing structure 

13. 2676 Summers Street – Contributing structure 

The Hill Manor (c. 1900) 
 
Red Dots 

1. 2962 Moon Station Road – Contributing structure 

The William Bennett House (c. 1900) 
2. 2933 Moon Station Road – Contributing structure 

The J.W. Bennett Homeplace (c. 1883) 
2921 Moon Station Road – Contributing structure 
The Willis McMullen House (c. 1883) 

3. 2881 N Main Street – Contributing structure 

The J.G. Lewis Building (1903-1904) 
2879 N Main Street – Contributing structure 
The Kennesaw State Bank Building (1908) 
2871 N Main Street – Contributing structure 
The E.R. Wooten Building (1946) 

4. 6997 Keene Street – Non-contributing structure 

5. 6997 Keene Street – Non-contributing structure 

6. 2720 S Main Street  – Non-contributing structure 

Kennesaw Village Shopping Center 
7. 2676 Summers Street – Contributing structure 

8. 2986 Cherokee Street  – Non-contributing structure 

9. 2891 Lewis Street – Contributing structure 

The Stanley-Lewis House (1889) 
10. 6997 Keene Street – Non-contributing structure 

 



 
 



Survey Results from City Events
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Responses By Age Group

Total number of people surveyed: 36



Survey Results from City Events: 
General Responses

• Major strengths: events, historic, quiet, safe, downtown, cultural 
institutions, mayor, police, parks, restaurants/food, friendly people, 
diversity, small town feel, walkable, clean streets, family friendly, 
Noonday Creek trail upgrades

• Major weaknesses: traffic, not enough trails and sidewalks, new 
apartments, not enough downtown businesses, perception of being a 
college town, not wanting affordable housing, poor roadway conditions, 
un-kept retention ponds, property taxes too high, too many cars in one 
driveway, trains are too slow and noisy and airplanes are too loud, not 
enough parking for events, too much industrial near downtown, 
confederate images/Wildman’s



Survey Results from City Events: 
General Responses

• Would you consider moving to Kennesaw, why?: 

• Yes: affordable, good gun laws, lovely place to live, clean compared 
to other areas, great parks, low crime rate

• No: already established and too far from work and family, traffic is a 
problem, unaffordable

• What services/businesses would you like to see more of:

restaurants, murals/art/sculptures, theatre, vegan friendly eateries, 
vendor opportunities (car shows and food), businesses that cater to 
families and kids, parks/playgrounds, foot traffic shops, large 
corporations so the town stays thriving



Survey Results from City Events: 
General Responses

• General comments: infrastructure is not keeping up with 
new development, why is there no light-rail when railroads 
are everywhere, want more creative restaurants and bars, 
we need more drug & underage smoking awareness, it takes 
forever to open a new business, need a “How to Guide” for 
new residents, want more downtown dining and 
entertainment options, finish the Sardis Street road extension 
and bridge over the railroad tracks



Survey Results from Online 
(as of 01/31/2022)

• Quality of life
• Low – 6%
• Average – 42%
• High – 52%

• Strengths: parks, low crime, downtown, breweries
• Weaknesses: downtown, civil war memorabilia, traffic, 

apartments
• Needs: more retail, more restaurants, more single-family 

homes (54%)

Link to survey results: www.publicinput.com/Report/4yp14bx4arb

http://www.publicinput.com/Report/4yp14bx4arb


Goal Outcomes 
The City of Kennesaw is a diverse and forward 

looking community engaged in shaping its own 

future. The people of Kennesaw are working to 

capitalize on the qualities and values that have 

made it a successful community.  

Through data analysis and public engagement, 

the following challenges (needs) and assets 

(opportunities) were identified for the City of 

Kennesaw.  

As the City of Kennesaw moves forward in 

implementing the Comprehensive Plan. These 

assets (opportunities) and challenges (needs) 

should be monitored to ensure that they are still 

relevant to the city.  

 

Assets (Opportunities)  

 Downtown Kennesaw 

 Cultural Institutions: The Southern 

Museum of Civil War and Locomotive 

History and the Smith-Gilbert Gardens 

 City Parks & Annual Events 

 Kennesaw State University  

 Cobb County International Airport 
 

 

Challenges (Needs)  

 Perception of Downtown  

 Transportation Modes and Transit  

 City Boundaries  

 Broadband Readiness 

 Housing (Inventory and Affordability) 

Smith-Gilbert Gardens 



Demographic Data 

Population Comparison to Neighboring Cities 

Source: U.S. Census Bureau, Decennial Census 
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Source: U.S. Census Bureau, American Community Survey, 2019 

Median age 

Kennesaw 

33.3 37.3 
Median age 

Cobb County 



Demographic Data 

Educational Attainment by Age 

N
um

be
r 

of
 P

eo
pl

e 

Source: U.S. Census Bureau, American Community Survey, 2020 

Racial Composition 

White  

Black 

Asian 
Two or 
More Other 

Source: U.S. Census Bureau, American Community Survey, 2019 

25 Years and Older 18 to 24 Year Olds 

Residents enrolled in 
college or graduate 

school (2020) 

3,600 



Median Household Income            Household Income Distribution 
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Source: U.S. Census, American Community Survey, 2010 & 2019 

Year 

Annual Income 

Housing 
The median income, which is a number that 

divides a population into two equal groups, 

half having an income above that amount, and 

half having an income below that amount, in 

Kennesaw for homeowners is $79,698 and for 

renters, the median income is $51,959. 

What is unique is that a clear majority of 

residents in Kennesaw are renting and spend 

between $1,000 and $1,499 on housing costs 

each month. Housing costs for homeowners 

seem to be more evenly distributed. The 

largest percentage of homeowners spend 

between $1,000 and $2,000 on housing costs 

monthly. 

Top Strategies for the            

Housing Submarket 
 

 Increase supply 

 Preserve affordable supply 

 Reduce housing and transportation 

costs 

 Expand capitol resources 

 Promote housing stability 

 Develop leadership and collaboration 

on affordability 

Source: U.S. Census, American Community Survey, 2019 

Median Income: 

$70,930 

< $25,000 

$25,000 - $49,999 

$50,000 - $74,999 

$75,000 - $99,999 

$100,000 - $149,999 

> $200,000 

$150,000 - $199,999 

$56K 

$58K 

$60K 

$62K 

$64K 

$66K 

$68K 

$70K 

$72K 

2010 2019 

$61,355 

$70,930 



Housing Data 

Household Income Distribution: Homeowners & Renters 

Annual Income 

Source: U.S. Census Bureau, American Community Survey, 2019 

Monthly Housing Costs: Homeowners & Renters 

Homeowner Income Renter Income 

Median Income: 
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Median Income: 

$51,959 

Pe
rc

en
ta

ge
 o

f 
Po

pu
la

ti
on

 

Monthly Rent in Dollars 

Source: U.S. Census Bureau, American Community Survey, 2019 

18
.2

%
 

17
.4

%
 

< $25,000 

$25,000 - $49,999 

$50,000 - $74,999 

$75,000 - $99,999 

$100,000 - $149,999 

> $150,000 

Own 

Rent 



Economic Data 

Employment Opportunities in Kennesaw by Industry  

Source: LEHD Origin Destination Employment Statistics 

What Do Resident’s Do for Work by Industry 

Source: LEHD Origin Destination Employment Statistics  





2022 COMPREHENSIVE PLAN UPDATE TIMELINE: 

 

START OF PROJECT 

AUGUST 2021 – SEPTEMBER 2021 

 Brainstormed project ideas, public participation strategies and met with the Atlanta Regional 

Commission (ARC) to discuss project 

 

OCTOBER 2021: 

OCT 25: 1st Public Hearing - Mayor and Council Work Session 

OCT 26: Secured steering committee members (25 members) 

 

NOVEMBER 2021: 

NOV 1: 1st Public Hearing - Mayor and Council Regular Meeting 

NOV 2: Executed Memorandum of Agreement (MOA) and sent to ARC 

NOV 3: Finalized Survey Questions (City Event Survey Questions and Website Survey Questions) 

NOV 4: Mommy and Me (10 – 1) (City Event/Survey Opportunity) 

NOV 11: Veterans Lunch (12 – 2) (City Event/Survey Opportunity) 

NOV 11: Launched Comp Plan webpage on City website (on the Planning and Zoning page) 

NOV 29: Steering Committee Meeting #1 of 3 

NOV 30: Winter Kick-Off (5:30 – 7:30) (City Event/Survey Opportunity) 

 

DECEMBER 2021: 

DEC 1: Wednesday Wonders (10 – 11:30) (City Event/Survey Opportunity) 

DEC 3: Holiday Walk Art Contest – Depot Park (All Day) (City Event/Survey Opportunity) 

DEC 4: Holiday Market – Depot Park (10A – 7P) (City Event/Survey Opportunity) 

 

JANUARY 2022 

JAN 3: Placed yard signs at all City Parks & Smith-Gilbert Gardens to promote awareness of comp plan 

and online survey 



JAN 7: Flyers and postcards were distributed to City of Kennesaw facilities (e.g., City Hall, Public Works 

and Ben Robertson Community Center) and downtown businesses promoting the project 

JAN 8: Social media post was made promoting the project 

JAN 9: City LED marquee displayed advertisement promoting the plan 

JAN 14: LED Billboard went live promoting public engagement meetings and online survey on Cobb Pkwy  

JAN 21: Flyers and postcards were distributed and posted at businesses along Cobb Parkway, Kennesaw 

Marketplace, Jiles Road and Cherokee Street to promote the project 

JAN 26: Social media post was made promoting the project 

JAN 26: Road closure signs were utilized to advertise the two public engagement meetings in February 

and also promote the online survey. No road closures were needed in January and February. 

JAN 27: Social media post was made promoting the project 

 

FEBRUARY 2022 

FEB 1: Steering Committee Meeting #2 of 3 

FEB 4: In-House Interviews with City Department Heads and City Staff 

FEB 9: Public Engagement Meeting #1 of 2 (Ben Robertson Community Center & Facebook Live) 

FEB 24: Public Engagement Meeting #2 of 2 (Ben Robertson Community Center & Facebook Live) 

FEB 25: Road closure signs featuring the comprehensive plan advertisement were removed 

 

MARCH 2022 

MARCH 1: In-House Interviews with City Department Heads and City Staff 

MARCH 8: Steering Committee Meeting #3 of 3 

MARCH 11: Closed public input and online survey. 

MARCH 28: 2nd Public Hearing - Mayor and Council Work Session 

MARCH-APRIL: City staff and ARC will be finalizing the document 

 

APRIL 2022 

APRIL 4: 2nd Public Hearing - Mayor and Council Regular Meeting 

APRIL: City staff and ARC will be finalizing the document 

 



 

MAY 2022 

 Kennesaw staff schedules pre-transmittal 

 Give the Georgia Department of Community Affairs (DCA) at least 30-days before adoption. 

They may have revisions. 

 

JUNE 2022 

JUNE 30: Adoption of plan 

END OF PROJECT 



COMPREHENSIVE PLAN UPDATE 

KENNESAW KENNESAW 

Development Roadways Parks & Trails Art & Culture Historical 

2022 2022 

Department of Community Development   |   Planning & Zoning  

Please go online to take our survey. 
Scan QR Code or visit https://www.publicinput.com/B4807#0. 

A few minutes of your time will help guide future growth in Kennesaw. 

YOUR INPUT IS NEEDED 

2529 J.O. Stephenson Avenue, Kennesaw, GA            (770) 590-8268  

City of 

Visit us online at www.kennesaw-ga.gov/planning/ 

PUBLIC SURVEY 

TAKE OUR What do we need? 

Your feedback!  

Tell us how we are doing. 
 

 

Where do we need it? 

Online. Scan QR code or visit  

https://www.publicinput.com/B4807#0  
 

 

When do we need it by? 

The online survey is open from now  

until the end of February 2022. 
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