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Assets: 

 -Historic Character 

 -Location 

 -Development Potential 

 -County Seat 

 

Challenges: 

 -Economic Development 
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Report of Accomplishments for the 2005-2010 Work Program

Project Status Notes

1
Develop and implement a plan for recruiting more volunteers for Historic Jonesboro

Clayton County, Inc. Complete

Since 2005, there have been appointments ratified to the Historic Jonesboro Committee. At current, Historic Jonesboro is under new management, Mary

Bruce as President. Since elected as President, Mrs. Bruce has been an integral part of pushing this organization forward with fresh ideas and involving the

community. Recently, Historic Jonesboro reopened the First Historic County Jail in Clayton County as a museum and also hosted several community

functions. 

2
Develop signage, landmarks, crosswalk for walking tour of Downtown Jonesboro. In Progress

As the City continues to explore rebranding opportunities, we have completed some phases of signage but look for more to come in the near future. Within

the approved 2015 SPLOST, funding was allocated for signage.  

3
Update the city’s zoning ordinance to encourage diverse, attractive and neighborhood

scaled commercial development in Jonesboro. In Progress

Over the years, there have been substantial updates to the City's zoning code. We are currently in the process of a zoning audit to provide for additional

updates as an effort to attract additional development. 

4

Develop a market strategy to attract businesses to locate in downtown Jonesboro. In Progress

The City has begun conversations relative to a marketing strategy with Clayton County's Economic Development Department & the ARC. The first part of

our marketing strategy is reaching out to at least 5 to 10 businesses per month to conduct a BRE (Business Retention & Expansion Visit). The meetings will

assist us in understanding what Jonesboro and Clayton County can provide to a business in terms of resources and managing their issues. Resources can range

from capital, permitting, workforce development, police, available land/space, etc.  

5
Continuously Survey the housing stock and identify unstable areas and deteriorating

houses. Ongoing 

Each budget cycle, our Code Enforcement Officer appropriates funding for the demolition of at least two dilapidated structures. In addition, we join forces

with other community organizations to assist  local residents on minor cosmetic housing issues. 

6 Revise the Jonesboro zoning ordinance to allow for diverse types of housing units. Ongoing See above, #5

7 Work with Clayton County to improve, renovate and replace the storm drainage system

as needed citywide. Ongoing 

To address our storm drainage system issues, we attend the CCWA meetings, quarterly to review recommended enhancements. We are privileged to have

forged a great working relationship with the Water Authority and by virtue of this relationship we have been able to perform upgrades on our drainage

systems, as needed. 

8

Coordinate suggested water and sewer system improvements with the Clayton County

Water Authority and have suggested improvement included in the Water Authority 10 Year

Master Plan. Ongoing 

CCWA has worked with the City to install new sewer lines to alleviate flooding in the system. South Avenue, Lee Street, North Aveue are just a few streets

that have had sewer lines replaced. In addition, the City has completed projects that provide curbing, gutters and new catch basins on Fayetteville Road, Main

Street & North Avenue.

9
Develop and implement traffic management techniques at trouble streets and

intersections in Jonesboro. Ongoing 

Our Chief of Police, in cooperation with our Mayor & Council, aggressively addresses problematic areas within Jonesboro. Each year, GDOT reviews our

streets and provides comments relative to necessary changes. 

10 Increase the number of volunteer firefighters to fifty (50). Remove from STWP Fire Services handled by Clayton County

11 Evaluate the possibility of paid fire truck driver(s) during the daytime operation hours. Remove from STWP Fire Services handled by Clayton County

12
Investigate procedures for the Insurance Service Office (ISO) to lower the fire insurance rating with the 

City. (Currently a Class 6). Completed

The ISO rating was lowered when we transitioned to the County for Fire Emergency Services. This in fact, lowered our ISO rating from a 6 to a 3. 

13 Design and construct an addition to the Police Station to create a City municipal complex. In Progress Within the 2015 SPLOST, $2M was appropriated for a Municipal Complex. At current, the City is seeking land suitable for such a complex. 

14

Improve Public Works Buildings and Grounds, Landscaping Complete

In 2012, an 60X90 storage building was added to the Public Works Department to allow for additional space at our Public Works Department. This facility

houses central heating & air which allows for the storage of temperature sensitive items. New landscaping has been added near the street.

15 Main Street/McDonough Street Streetscape Improvements Ongoing Phase I of the Streetscape is complete. Streetscape II will be complete in February 2016. 

16 Construct Massengale Park Toddler Playground Complete The Toddler Playground at Massengale Park was completed around 2005. This park was funded with grant money.

17
Construct stage on Courthouse Green Plan Diverted

In lieu of constructing a stage on the Courthouse Green, the City approved a contract for the reclamation of Lee Street Park to include an amphitheater,

small stage area, pavilion space & market area.  Estimated Completion Date : Jan 2016

18
Construct Downtown Parking Deck On Hold

Prior to constructing a Downtown Parking Deck, the City intends to obtain a Downtown Study to ascertain the best placement of a Parking Deck. We hope

to begin a Downtown Study early in 2016.

19 Develop Pocket Park on Southwest Side of Jonesboro with Playground Equipment Plan DIverted The City is anticipating acquiring addiitonal land to place Municipal Complex & Park in this quadrant. 

20 Construct Broad Street Plaza/Park On Hold Funds have been allocated in the 2015-2020 SPLOST for the constructing of Green Space on Broad Street

21
Smith Street Streetscape Improvements Plan Diverted

We anticipate the Smith Street improvements to be our Phase III Streetscape Project. Once we complete Phase II in the early months of 2016, we anticipate

the beginning necessary prep work for Phase III.

22
Improve Streetscapes on North Main Street In Progress

We are currently under contract for Streetscape Phase II. The contract was let in 2015. This project includes 0.68 miles of streetscape improvements along

Main Street and 0.61 miles of streetscape improvements on McDonough Street. Est. Completion Feb' 16

23
Improve the Battleground Park to include Open Field, Nature Walk, Nature Preserve In Progress

Within our 2015 SPLOST, we appropriated funding for park enhancements. We hope to be complete with this project by 2020. This addition would serve as a

great resource for Jonesboro Middle School. 

24 Develop new Arts Clayton Arts Center Complete Arts Clayton is now housed in a building in Downtown Jonesboro. 

25 Develop new Jonesboro Library and Community Room On Hold Library is under the auspices of the County Commission & State of Georgia. We developed a Community Room in our Firehouse Museum. 

26
Update the zoning ordinance and regulations to protect the health, safety, and welfare of residents in 

Jonesboro. Ongoing 

See above, #5

27
Annex adjacent land along Tara Boulevard and/or Highway 3 and/or Highway 54. Ongoing 

Within recent months, the City has become aggressive with the annexation of additional parcels on Tara Boulevard. We have submitted letters of interest to

several properties throughout the Tara Boulevard Corridor. 

28 Develop gateway entrances into Jonesboro that are distinct and aesthetically pleasing. Ongoing Money has been appropriated through 2015-2020 SPLOST for additional gateway signage. 

29

Provide safe pedestrian access across Tara Boulevard. Ongoing 

The intersection at North Avenue & Tara Blvd has been improved. Intersection at Smith Street and Tara Blvd has been widened and improved. We also added

crosswalks to assist with pedestrian safety concerns. In addition, we also constructed a sidewalk from Fayetteville Road to Tara Blvd. 

30 Develop an annexation plan to support possible expansions of city revenue base. Ongoing See above, #29


