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M e trop olitan North Ge orgia W ate r Planning District

State  of Ge orgia Re gional Com m issions U .S. EPA Air Quality M ainte nanc e  Are as

U .S. Ce nsus Bure au Statistical Are as

T he  Atlanta Re gion

South Carolina

Florida

Alabama

Tennessee North Carolina

Atlanta
Regional

Commission

Central
Savannah
River Area

Coastal
Regional

Commission

Georgia
Mountains

Heart
of Georgia
Altamaha

Middle
Georgia

Northeast
Georgia

Northwest
Georgia

River
Valley

Southern
Georgia

Southwest
Georgia

Three
Rivers

T he  Atlanta Re gional Com m ission is one  of 12 Re gional Com m issions (RCs), as curre ntly 
e stab lishe d  b y the  Board  of the  De p artm e nt of Com m unity Affairs ac c ord ing to OCGA 50-8-30, in 
ord e r “to d e ve lop , p rom ote  and  assist in e stab lishing coord inate d  and  c om p re he nsive  p lanning, to 
assist local gove rnm e nts, and  p rom ote  the  e sse ntial p ub lic inte re sts of the  state  and  its c itize ns.”  
RCs are  m ulti-county p lanning and  d e ve lop m e nt age nc ie s se rving m unic ip al and  c ounty 
gove rnm e nts, p rovid ing p rofe ssional te c hnical assistanc e  to state  and  fe d e ral age nc ie s as we ll as 
to local gove rnm e nts in ad vanc ing quality growth and  d e ve lop m e nt.  Ge orgia’s RCs are  involve d  
in suc h activitie s as com p re he nsive  p lanning, land  use  d e ve lop m e nt, historic p re se rvation, aging 
se rvic e s, re volving loan fund s, b usine ss re te ntion and  d e ve lop m e nt, afford ab le  housing, glob al 
e c onom ics, tourism , d e fe nse  c onve rsion, workforc e  d e ve lop m e nt, c oord inate d  transp ortation, 
te le c om m unications and  te c hnology, ge ograp hic inform ation syste m s and  d isaste r m itigation p lanning.
For m ore  inform ation p le ase  go to www.garc.ga.gov.

0 10050 M ile s

0 10 205 M ile s

0 10 205 M ile s

0 20 4010 M ile s
0 10 205 M ile s

11-County RC
29-County M SA
39-County CSA

11-County Re gional Com m ission Bound ary
2015 Ozone  Stand ard  M A (7 Countie s)
2008 Ozone  Stand ard  M A (15 Countie s)
1997 Ozone  Stand ard  M A (20 Countie s)

11-County RC
15-County M NGW PD

T his m ap  re p re se nts the  b ound ary of T he  M e trop olitan North Ge orgia W ate r Planning District, whic h 
p rovid e s wate r re sourc e  p lans, p olic ie s and  c oord ination for m e trop olitan Atlanta.  T he  District has 
d e ve lop e d  re gional p lans for storm wate r m anage m e nt, waste wate r tre atm e nt and  wate r sup p ly and  
wate r conse rvation.  T he  15-county W ate r Planning District inc lud e s the  e le ve n c ountie s in the  ARC 
p lus four ad d itional c ountie s (Bartow, Cowe ta, Hall, & Pauld ing).  For m ore  inform ation p le ase
go to www.northge orgiawate r.org.  

T his m ap  re p re se nts the  1997, 2008 and  2015 Ozone  Stand ard  M ainte nanc e  Are as for the  Atlanta 
M e tro are a. Atlanta is curre ntly in c om p lianc e  with all thre e  ozone  stand ard s and  has m ove d  from  
non-attainm e nt into m ainte nanc e  status, whic h still re quire s continue d  m onitoring and  re p orting 
of air quality.  
For m ore  inform ation p le ase  go to www.atlantare gional.org/natural-re sourc e s/air-quality/air-quality.

T he  M e trop olitan Atlanta re gion has grown into a com p le x c om b ination of c ountie s, 
m unic ip alitie s and  jurisd ictional b ound arie s.  T his m ap  se rie s re fle cts the  various 
p lanning are as of the  Atlanta Re gional Com m ission (ARC) and  se e ks to p rom ote  a 
gre ate r und e rstand ing of our rap id ly e xp and ing re gion.  Ple ase  re fe r to the  use r note s 
ac c om p anying e ac h m ap  for e xp lanation of m ap  c onte nt and  c larification of acronym s 
and  d e finitions.  

T his m ap  re p re se nts ARC's U rb an Are a Se curity Initiative  (U ASI) Re gion, W orkforc e  De ve lop m e nt Are a (W FD), Are a Age nc y on Aging (AAA), Re gional Com m ission (RC) and  M e trop olitan Planning Organization (M PO) b ound arie s whic h are  d e fine d  as follows:
T he  5-c ounty Atlanta U rb an Are a Se curity Initiative  (U ASI) was e stab lishe d  b y the  U nite d  State s De p artm e nt of Hom e land  Se curity (DHS) und e r the  Hom e land  Se curity Grant Program .  T his p rogram  was d e signe d  to p rovid e  e nhanc e d  fe d e ral p re p are d ne ss
fund ing to sp e c ific c itie s that we re  id e ntifie d  as vital to the  Nation’s e c onom y and  national se curity, and  to e nc ourage  re gional c oop e ration in e m e rge ncy p re p are d ne ss and  re sp onse .  For m ore  inform ation p le ase  go to
www.atlantare gional.org/c om m unity-d e ve lop m e nt/com m unity-p re p are d ne ss/hom e land _se curity_re c ove ry.
T he  W orkforc e  De ve lop m e nt Are a (W FD) is a 7-c ounty are a cre ate d  b y agre e m e nt of county chie f-e le cte d  offic ials, ad m iniste re d  b y the  Atlanta Re gional Com m ission and  fund e d  for training and  e m p loym e nt activitie s und e r the  fe d e ral W orkforc e  Inve stm e nt Act 
(W IA).  For m ore  inform ation on ARC’s W orkforc e  De ve lop m e nt p rogram s and  se rvic e s p le ase  go to www.atlantare gional.org/workforc e -e c onom y/workforc e -solutions-ove rvie w.
T he  Are a Age ncy on Aging (AAA) is a 10-county are a fund e d  b y the  De p artm e nt of Hum an Re sourc e s and  d e signate d  b y the  Old e r Am e ricans Act to p lan for the  ne e d s of the  rap id ly e xp and ing group  of old e r citize ns in the  Atlanta re gion.  It is p art of a state wid e  
ne twork of 12 AAAs and  a national ne twork of m ore  than 670 AAAs.  For m ore  inform ation on aging se rvic e s p le ase  go to www.atlantare gional.org/aging-he alth/aging-and -he alth-ove rvie w. 
T he  Re gional Com m ission (RC) is an 11-county are a d e signate d  b y State  law to b e  the  are a-wid e  p lanning age nc y for all fe d e ral and  state  p rogram s whic h re quire  or e nc ourage  are a wid e  p lanning.  Program s and  se rvic e s p rovid e d  b y ARC to the  re gion 
inc lud e  c om p re he nsive  p lanning (transp ortation, e nvironm e ntal and  land  use  p lanning), re se arc h and  inform ation p roc e ssing, re vie w of local d e ve lop m e nt, com m unity se rvic e s (workforc e  d e ve lop m e nt, soc ial se rvic e s to the  e ld e rly, se rvic e s to local gove rnm e nts), 
le ad e rship  d e ve lop m e nt and  c om m unity outre ac h.  For m ore  inform ation on ARC’s p rogram s and  se rvic e s p le ase  go to www.atlantare gional.org.
T he  M e trop olitan Planning Organization (M PO) is a 19-county are a fe d e rally-d e signate d  for re gional transp ortation p lanning to m e e t air quality stand ard s and  for p rogram m ing p roje cts to im p le m e nt the  ad op te d  Re gional T ransp ortation Plan (RT P).  T he  M PO 
p lanning are a b ound ary inc lud e s the  11-c ounty state -d e signate d  Re gional Com m ission and  e ight ad d itional countie s (all of Barrow, Cowe ta, Ne wton, Pauld ing & Sp ald ing and  p arts of Carroll, Dawson, and  W alton). T his b ound ary take s into c onsid e ration b oth
the  curre nt urb anize d  are a as we ll as are as fore cast to b e c om e  urb anize d  in the  ne xt 20 ye ars.  For m ore  inform ation p le ase  go to www.transit.d ot.gov/re gulations-and -guid anc e /transp ortation-p lanning/m e trop olitan-p lanning-organization-m p o.

T his m ap  re p re se nts the  29-County “Atlanta-Sand y Sp rings-Roswe ll, GA” M e trop olitan Statistical 
Are a (M SA) and  the  39-c ounty “Atlanta--Athe ns-Clarke  County--Sand y Sp rings, GA” Com b ine d  
Statistical Are a (CSA), whic h inc lud e s the  29 c ountie s of the  Atlanta M SA along with the  
Athe ns-Clarke  County and  Gaine sville  M SAs and  the  m icrop olitan statistical are as of Calhoun, 
Ce d artown, Je ffe rson, LaGrange  and  T hom aston, GA.  T he  U .S. Offic e  of M anage m e nt and  Bud ge t 
(OM B) d e fine s CSAs, M SAs and  the  sm alle r m icrop olitan statistical are as nationwid e  ac c ord ing to 
p ub lishe d  stand ard s ap p lie d  to U .S. Ce nsus Bure au d ata.  T he se  various statistical are as d e scrib e  
sub stantial c ore  are as of p op ulation toge the r with ad jac e nt com m unitie s having a high d e gre e  of 
e c onom ic and  soc ial inte gration, ofte n illustrate d  in high rate s of c om m uting from  the  ad jac e nt 
are as to job  locations in the  c ore .  For m ore  inform ation, p le ase  go to
www.c e nsus.gov/p rogram s-surve ys/m e tro-m icro.htm l.

Atlanta Re gional Com m ission
229 Pe ac htre e  Stre e t NE, ST E 100
Atlanta, Ge orgia 30303
404-463-3100
www.atlantare gional.org

9/17/2024

Inte rstate  & Othe r M ajor Highways
Lake s
Rive rs & Stre am s

10-County Are a Age ncy on Aging (AAA)

19-County M e trop olitan Planning Organization (M PO)
M unic ip alitie s

Countie s

5-County U rb an Are a Se curity Initiative  (U ASI) Re gion

11-County Re gional Com m ission (RC)

7-County W orkforc e  De ve lop m e nt Are a (W FD)


